objective collection of... 


OUR FAVORITE NEW MUSIC & MOVIES! 
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Welcome to Amoeba Music 
- the BIGGEST independent 
music store in the country! 


Amoeba Music has become synonymous with music and movie expertise, 
from the arcane to the popular. Our staff consists of the most passionate 
connoisseurs of all cultural explorations, from the people who check 
your bag to the folks who buy your used goods at the front counter! 


All Amoebites were asked to list their top five favorite releases from the 
first half of 2008 and beyond! We then had a team of experts decipher 
some cryptic handwriting, analyze the results and compile the lists into 
this little book! 


We hope you find the results interesting and helpful! 





SOME HELPFUL HINTS: 


om Our USED selection is fully guaranteed to play perfectly. Buying used means 
you can get more for your money — and many out-of-print & rare items that 
are ONLY available used. 


rom The new items are designated with a white price tag. The used items have 
yellow, green or red price tags. The “red tags” indicate clearance items. 
Clearance items have an ongoing deal; buy three, get the fourth of least value 
for FREE! 


om All the sections have clearance areas at the end of their respective used 
sections. Don’t forget to look underneath the bins for extra bargains which 
may not be represented in the above corresponding bin. There are tons of 
nuggets hiding in pockets all over this store, so be sure to look all around! 


Happy Hunting! 





If you didn’t already know... 


All three Amoeba stores host free, all-ages live shows and events 
throughout the year to showcase 
our favorite local and worldwide talent. 


Visit Amoeba.com’s video gallery for footage and 
interviews of our awesome in-stores. 


Here are some of our favorites: 


Man Man The Breeders Tori Amos 


BangOnACan Conor Oberst Afrika 
All-stars Bambaataa 
Melvins 
Gary Panter Lykke Li 
The Dirtbombs 
Raashan Flight of the 
Ahmad Flying Lotus Conchords 


Visit the Amoeba Music website to watch live streaming performances, in-store videos 
on demand, find listings of upcoming in-store performances, view photo galleries of 
past shows, top seller lists, blogs, contests, promotions and TONS more! Also, sign up 
for our weekly newsletter to get info on our in-stores and promotions delivered right 
to your inbox. Or subscribe to our RSS feed. 


AMOEBA.COM 


Each Amoeba Music has its own personality and unique selection! Visit all three:: 


BERKELEY SAN FRANCISCO HOLLYWOOD 
2455 Telegraph Ave. 1855 Haight St. 6400 Sunset Blvd. 
(510) 949-1125 (4195) 831-1200 (323) 245-6400 


A SAMPLING OF OUR FAVORITES 
BY GENRE 


CLASSICAL 


Jordi Savall/Hesperion XXI - 
Estampies & Danses Royales: 
Le Manuscrit du Roi ca.1270-1320 


Marc-André Hamelin - 
In a State of Jazz 


Joan Jeanrenaud - 
Strange Toys 


Bach/Handel: Lorraine at 
Emmanuel - Lorraine Hunt 
Lieberson 

Lydia Kavina - Spellbound! 
Original Works for Theremin 
F. Schubert: The Wanderer: 
Lieder & Fragments - lan 
Bostridge/Leif Ove Andsnes 
J. Cage: Seven/Quartets I-VI - 
Daniel Grossmann/Orchester 
Jakobsplatz Munchen 

M. Marais: Séméleé - 

Hervé Niquet/Le Concert Spirituel 


A. Vivaldi: Nisi Dominus/Stabat 
Mater - Jaroussky/Lemieux/ 
Spinosi/Ensemble Matheus 





G. Gershwin: Porgy & Bess - 
Leontyne Price/William 
Warfield/Cab Calloway 


Rossini/Bellini/Donizetti: Arias 
For Rubini - Juan Diego Floréz 


Schoenberg/Sibelius: 
Violin Concertos - Hilary Hahn/ 
Esa-Pekka Salonen 


M. Feldman: The Viola In My Life 
- Marek Konstantynowicz/Chris- 
tian Eggen 


E. Rautavaara: Manhattan Trilo- 
gy/Symphony 3 - Leif Segerstam/ 
Helsinki Philharmonic Orchestra 


R. Schumann: Das Paradies und 
die Peri - Nikolaus Harnoncourt/ 
Bavarian Radio Symphony Or- 
chestra & Chorus 


Max Richter - 24 Postcards in Full 
Colour 


ROCK 
Abe Vigoda - Skeleton 
Adele - 19 
Duffy - Rockferry 
Ratatat - LP3 
Santogold — Santogold 
Shearwater - Rook 


Sigur Ros - Meé sué i Eyrum Vi6 
Spilum Endalaust 


Bon Iver - For Emma Forever Ago 


Black Angels - Directions to See a 
Ghost 


Darker My Love - 2 

Stereolab - Chemical Chords 
Earlimart - Hymn & Her 
Walkmen - You & Me 

Lykke Li - Youth Novels 

Wolf Parade - At Mount Zoomer 
Melvins - Nude With Boots 
Conor Oberst - Conor Oberst 
Fleet Foxes - Fleet Foxes 


CSS - Donkey 

Portishead - 3 

Paul Weller - 22 Dreams 
Calexico - Carried To Dust 


Brent Cash - How Will I Know If 
I'm Awake 


Boris - Smile 

Hold Steady - Stay Positive 
Dr. Dog - Fate 

Okkervil River - Stand Ins 


Brightblack Morning Light - 
Motion To Rejoin 


Mogwai - The Hawk Is Howling 
TV On the Radio - Dear Science 
Deerhoof - Offend Maggie 


Pretenders - Break Up the 
Concrete 


Dungen - 4 


Antony & the Johnsons - 
Another World 


Jay Reatard - Matador Singles '08 
Friendly Fires - Friendly Fires 

Bob Dylan - Bootleg Series Vol. 8 
Of Montreal - Skeletal Lamping 
Lambchop - OH (ohio) 


Siah & Yeshua DapoED - 
The Visualz EP 


TOPR - Marathon of Shame 
Cool Kids - Bake Sale 
Keak Da Sneak - Deified 


Guilty Simpson - 
Ode to the Ghetto 


Grouch - Show You the World 
Jean Grae - Jeanius 

Lil Wayne - Carter III 
Rashaan Ahmad - The Push 
GZA - Pro Tools 

Roots - Rising Down 


Immortal Technique - 
The 3rd World 


Elzhi - The Preface 
Nas - "Untitled" 


Rick Ross - Trilla 
Murs - Murs for President 


Yo! Majesty - Futuristically 
Speaking...Never Be Afraid 


Johnson&jJohnson - 
Johnson&Johnson 


ELECTRONICA 


Hercules & Love Affair - 
Hercules & Love Affair 


M83 - Saturdays = Youth 

Quiet Village - Silent Movie 
Hatchback - Colors of the Sun 
Flying Lotus - Los Angeles 
Studio - Yearbook 2 

Syclops - I've Got My Eye On You 
Kelpe - Ex-Aquarium 

Gas - Nah Und Fern 


Lindstrom - Where You Go 
I Go Too 


Cut Copy - In Ghost Colours 


Kuniyuki Takahashi - 
All These Things 


Various Artists - Funky Nassau: 
The Compass Point Story 


Jamie Lidell - Jim 
Benga - Diary of an Afro Warrior 





JAZZ 


Anthony Braxton/Joe Morris - 
Four Improvisations (Duo) 2007 


Mike Osbourne Trio - 
All Night Long 


Esperanza Spalding - Esperanza 
Mario Pavone - Trio Arc 


Nicole Mitchell's Black Earth 
Ensemble - Xenogenesis Suite 


Marilyn Crispell - Vignettes 


Raoul Bjorkenheim/ 
William Parker/Hamid Drake - 
DMG At The Stone - Vol.2 


Never Enough Hope - 
The Gift Economy 


Bill Frisell - History, Mystery 
Various Artists - Spiritual Jazz 
Fred Van Hove - Journey 

John Eckhardt - Xylobiont 


David Murray/Mal Waldron - 
Silence 


Ingebrigt Haker Flaten Quintet - 
The Year Of The Boar 


Bill Dixon - [7 Musicians 
in Search of a Sound: Darfur 


Charlie Haden - Family & 
Friends - Rambling Boy 


Nina Simone - To Be Free: 
The Nina Simone Story 


COUNTRY / 
BLUEGRASS 


Emmylou Harris - 
All | Intended To Be 


Hayes Carll - Trouble In Mind 
Justin Townes Earle - Good Life 
Dolly Parton - Backwoods Barbie 
K.D. Lang - Watershed 

Rodney Crowell - Sex & Gasoline 


Old Crow Medicine Show - 
Tennessee Pusher 


Punch Brothers - Punch 
Jim Lauderdale - Honey Songs 
Lucinda Williams - Little Honey 


Kasey Chambers & 
Shane Nicholson - Rattlin' Bones 





FOLK 


Robbie Basho - "Bonn Ist Supreme” 
Live At The Kulturforum, Bonn, 
Germany, | 1/24/80 


Rachel Unthank & The Winterset 
- The Bairns 


Various Artists - In the Pines: 
Tar Heel Folk Songs & Fiddle 
Tunes: Old-Time Music From 
North Carolina 1926-36 


Eliza Carthy - Dreams Of 
Breathing Underwater 


Loudon Wainwright Ill - Recovery 


Shirley & Dolly Collins - 
The Harvest Years 


Townes Van Zandt - Live At 
The Old Quarter Houston, Texas 


Rosalie Sorrels - Strangers In 
Another Country 


James Blackshaw - Litany Of 
Echoes 


Various Artists - Women's Guitar 
Workshop 


BLUES / 
NEW ORLEANS 


Eddie Bo - In The Pocket With 
Eddie Bo! 


Cedric Watson - Cedric Watson 


Various Artists - New Orleans 
Funk, Vol. 2 


Billy Boy Arnold - Sings Sonny Boy 


Famous L. Renfroe as The Sweet 
Angel Of Joy - Children 


The Mississippi Marvel - 
The World Must Never Know 


Super Chikan - Mo’ Chikan 


Various Artists - 
The George Mitchell Collection 
Volumes 1-45 

Various Artists - Dr. Boogie 
Presents Shim Sham Shimmy 


Skip James - 1931 Sessions 


WORLD 


Getachew Mekurya/ 
The Ex & Guests - Moa Anbessa 


Various Artists - Nigeria Disco 
Funk Special: The Sound Of The 
Underground Lagos Dancefloor 
1974-79 


Sir Victor Uwaifo - Guitar-Boy 
Superstar 1970-76 


Kayhan Kalhor/Brooklyn Rider - 
Silent City 


Various Artists - Give Me Love: 
Songs Of The Brokenhearted; 
Baghdad 1925-29 


The Ipanemas - Call Of The Gods 
Buika - Nifia De Fuego 
Sidestepper - The Buena Vibra 
Sound System 
Various Artists - El Barrio: 
Latin Funk Nu Yorican Funk 
1968-1976 
Various Artists - Umalali: 
The Garifuna Women's Project 


Funkadesi - Yo Baba 


Group Droueh - Guitar Music From 


The Western Sahara 


Various Artists - African Scream 
Contest 


Fernando Otero - 
Pagina De Buenos Aires 


U. Srinivas - Samjanitha 


Watcha Clan - Diaspora Hi-Fi - 
A Mediterranean Caravan 


Le Trio Joubran - Majaz 


Kasai All Stars - In The 7th Moon, 


The Chief Turned Into A 
Swimming Fish And Ate The 
Head Of His Enemy By Magic 


Soha - D'Ici Et D’Ailleurs 


Chuito & The Latin Uniques - 
From The Street 


Various Artists - Victrola Favorites 
Rokia Traore - Tchamantche 
Ersen — Ersen 


REGGAE / 
DANCEHALL 
Etana - The Strong One 
Tarrus Riley - Challenges 


Morgan Heritage - Mission in 
Progress 


Bullwackie's All Stars - 
Black World 


Symarip - Skinhead Moonstomp- 
Deluxe Edition 


George Phang - Power House 
Selector's Vol.1-4 


Various Artists - 
Randy's 50th Anniversary 


Eddy Grant - Walking on Sunshine- 
Deluxe Edition 


Burning Spear - Jah Is Real 
Lutan Fyah - African Be Proud 


COMEDY CD 


Todd Barry - From Heaven 
George Carlin - It’s Bad For Ya 


Mitch Hedberg - Do You Believe 
In Gosh? 





Neil Hamburger - 
Sings Country Winners 


Earles & Jensen - 
Just Farr A Laugh Vols. 1-2 


OLDIES 
Rodriguez - Cold Fact 


July - July 

Various Artists - A-Square 
(Of Course): The Story of 
Michigan's Legendary A-Square 
Records 

Q65 - Nothing But Trouble: 
Best of 1966-68 

™2-T72 

Colours - Love Heals: 
Complete Recordings 


Daughters Of Albion - 
Daughters Of Albion 


Love - Forever Changes 
(Collectors Edition) 


The Sparrow - Complete CBS 
Recordings 1966-67 


Savage Resurrection - 
Savage Resurrection 


GOTH / PUNK 


Saints of Ruin - Fairytale 
Bauhaus - Go Away White 


Amebix - No Sanctuary: 
The Spiderleg Recordings 


Annihilation Time - 
Tales of the Ancient Age 


Born/Dead - Final Collapse 


Fucked Up - Chemistry of 
Common Life 


Coil - New Backwards 


Death in June - 
World that Summer 


Lustmord - Other 


Rudimentary Peni - 
No More Pain 


SOUL 


Marie Queenie Lyons - Soul Fever 


Various Artists - Tragar & 
Note Labels 


Yvonne Fair - Bitch Is Black 


Al Green - Lay It Down 
Johnny Pate - Outrageous 





Brenton Wood - Baby You Got It! 
Solomon Burke - Like A Fire 


Kim Tolliver - Come And Get Me 
I'm Ready 


Mitty Collier - Shades Of: 
The Chess Singles 1961-1968 


Karl Hector & The Malcouns - 
Sahara Swing 


Various Artists - Larry Banks’ 
Soul Family Album 


Various Artists - The Godfather's 
R&B: James Brown's Productions 
1962-1967 


Raphael Saadiq - The Way | See It 


Kimya Dawson - Alphabutt 


Dino-5 - Baby Loves Hip Hop 
Presents 


Ralph's World - Rhyming Circus 


Dan Zanes & Friends - 
jNueva York! 


Putumayo Kids Presents - 
African Dreamland 


Soundtrack - High School 
Musical 3: Senior Year 


Soundtrack - Cheetah Girls: 
One World 


Barenaked Ladies - Snacktime 
Lisa Loeb - Camp Lisa 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Sun City Girls - You’re Never 
Alone With a Cigarette 


Sir Richard Bishop - 
God Damn Religion 


Lawrence English - Kiri No Oto 
Alva Noto - Unitxt 
Coh - Coh Plays Cosey 


Nurse With Wound - 
Huffin’ Rag Blues 


Einsturzende Neubauten - Jewels 
Bruce Haack - Haackula 


Grouper - Dragging a Dead Deer 
Up a Hill 


Religious Knives - Door 





CLASSI€¢ / SILENT 


Blast of Silence 
Vampyr 


George Melie: First Wizard Of 
Cinema (1896-1913) (1902) 


Forbidden Hollywood Collection 2 
She Done Him Wrong 

EI Cid 

Fall Of The Roman Empire 
Naked Prey 

A Man There Was 

Perils Of The New Land 
American Slapstick 2 

Rhubarb 

Don Quixote 


CULT / 

CULT DIRECTORS 
Delirious Fictions of William Klein 
Brand Upon the Brain 
Caravaggio 


Ladies & Gentlemen, 
The Fabulous Stains 


HORROR / 
SCIENCE FICTION 
Cannibal Holocaust Reissue 


Last Man On Earth: Classic Sci-Fi 
Ultimate Col. Vol. [+2 


Dario Argento: 5 Film Set 
Teeth 


Papaya Love Goddess of the 
Cannibals 


Jess Franco's Perversion 
Double Feature 


Event Horizon 





Streets Of San Francisco: 
Season 2, Volume I 


Spaced: Complete Series 

The Wire: Seasons 4 & 5 
Comedy Central's TV Funhouse 
Get Smart: Season I 

Square Pegs 

Father Knows Best 


Tim & Eric Awesome Show 
Great Job 


Mad Men: Season I! 
Entourage: Season 4 
Dexter: Season 2 
Fastlane: Complete Series 
Route 66: Season I! 


Masters of Science Fiction: 
Complete Series 


Delicatessen 
Vampyr 

Our Hitler 
Innocence 

Mafioso 

Trafic 

Diva 

Ballad of Narayama 
Party 7 


ANIMATION / ART 


South Park: Imaginationland 
Persepolis 

Robot Chicken: Star Wars 
Family Guy-Blue Harvest 
Princes and Princesses 


The Exquisite Short Films 
of Kinachiro Kawamoto 


Animation Show: Vol. 3 
Watership Down-Deluxe Edition 


DOCUMENTARY 
Antonio Gaudi 
Young@Heart 


Encounters At The End Of The 
World 


Emile De Antonio: 
Films of the Radical Saint 


King Of Kong- 

A Fistful Of Quarters 
Lynch (One) 
Africa Blood & Guts 
a/k/a Tommy Chong 
Chicago 10 
The Real McCain 
Slacker Uprising 


And This Is Free: The Life And 
Times Of Chicago's Legendary 
Maxwell Street 


MUSIC DYD 
Love - The Love Story 
The Clash - Live: Revolution Rock 


Curtis Mayfield & Impressions - 
Movin’ On Up: The Music & 
Message: 1965-74 


James Brown - | Got the Feelin’ 
Daft Punk - Electroma 


Fantomas / The Melvins - 
Live From London 2006 


Joe Strummer - 
Future is Unwritten 


Rolling Stones - Shine A Light 


The Beatles - Magical Mystery 
Tour Memories 


Sex Pistols - There'll Always 
Be an England 


Joy Division - Joy Division 


COMEDY DVD 


In Bruges 

Won Ton Ton 

Death at a Funeral 
Wristcutters 

Hot Pursuit 

Sex & the City: The Movie 
Forgetting Sarah Marshall 
Big Lebowski 

Baby Mama 


DRAMA 


Control 


Ice Storm - 
(1997) Criterion Reissue 


Savages 


The Small Back Room 
(Criterion) 


The Fall 
Chaplin 
Godfather Collection 


ACTION / 
ADVENTURE 
Krull 
Indiana Jones Box Set 
Dirty Harry Box Set 
Rambo 
Iron Man 


KIDS / FAMILY 


Muppet Show Season 3 
Jack Frost 


Corduroy...& More Stories About 


Caring 
Cj7 
Where The Wild Things Are 


You're Not Elected Charlie Brown 


MYSTERY / THRILLER 
Funny Games 
The Bank Job 
Blood Simple 
L.A Confidential 


SOUNDTRACKS 


Tracey Fragments 

Big Love: Hymnal 

Dark Knight 

Nick & Norah's Infinite Playlist 
Mamma Mia! 

The Wackness 

My Blueberry Nights 
Blade Runner--Trilogy 
Daisies 

Vicky Cristina Barcelona 
Hamlet 2 

RocknRolla 


BERKELEY 


BRADLEY 


Sick of wearing hand-me-down, raggedy 
hood clothes. 


Kevin Ayers - Unfairground 

Despite the presence of indie rockers and legendary 
old friends as guests, Unfairground is as pure an Ayers 
record as he’s made in decades. Stellar songwriting, 
singing and production make this both an under- 
rated 2008 pick and a career highlight. 


Sam Phillips - Don’t Do Anything 
With the no-frills intimacy of her last two albums 
as a launching point, Phillips’ latest is an eccentric 
collection of top notch folk-pop swamped in hazy 
guitars and thumping, murky percussion. It has a 
disorienting, otherworldly atmosphere that is some- 
how equal parts American primitive and urban con- 
temporary. 


Jackie-O Motherfucker - 
Valley of Fire 


Legendary free improvisers explore folk and gospel 
with heartfelt and surprisingly beautiful results. 


Inland Empire - David Lynch 

I’m still not entirely sold on the digital handicam cin- 
ematography (I definitely missed the visual splendor 
of real film in the theater), but | get the feeling Ill 
be able to dive into this maze on DVD for years to 
come and never tire of finding some new path to 
explore. Maybe the purest Lynch experience yet! 


Robin Hitchcock & 


The Egyptians - Luminous Groove 
Three of the best full band albums from the bril- 
liant, idiosyncratic guitarist/singer/songwriter and 
his most sympathetic backing band. The albums are 


classics and the bonus discs are loaded with gems. 


Gotta Let This Hen Out, though less heralded than its 
studio companions, is one of the great lost guitar 
pop albums of the 1980s. 





CHRISTIAN 
ROSENKREUTZ, FR.C. 


Noise and Neo-Folk aficionado, Asian film 
fanatic, sushi enthusiast, mystic, tangent- 
walker... and | do not see any alleged 
resemblance between myself and Kiefer 
“Whatzisbutt.” 


Korpiklaani - Korven Kunningas 
Korpiklaani returns with fifteen songs, combining 
tight, proficient, progressive metal and traditional 
Finnish folk music. Stirring Sisu deep within the 
hearts of Finnish fans, and igniting the inner flame in 
the dark region of all listeners’ souls. Vainamoinen 
would be filled with pride! 


A Storm Of Light - And We Wept 


The Black Ocean Within 

A brilliant offering from Josh Graham (Red Spar- 
rowes) and company. Think Neurosis’ Through Silver 
In Blood album performed by a darker incarnation of 
Jesu, and you might come close to the intensity of 
this release. | can’t get enough of this one! 


Rome - Masse Mensch Material 

Perhaps the most important band to rise from the 
Neuropean movement, Rome delivers the most stir- 
ring Neo-Folk and Martial music I’ve ever had the 
pleasure to experience. These twelve hymns to the 
soul invoke dark emotions of this age and celebrate 
the victory of Will over aeons. An absolute must for 
all fans of Neo-Folk/Martial music, and those who 
hunger for a song that will awaken the sacred flame 
in the soul again. The best album of the decade! 


Aufidena - Z80 

Twenty-six-year-old Francesca Ortolani combines 
diverse influences (Jethro Tull, Carole King, Sol In- 
victus, Aphrodite’s Child, Burzum, et cetera), profi- 
cient classical guitar training, and a beautiful, angelic 
voice to create some of the most evocative songs 
ever to charge the air. Aufidena brings another gem 
of A-political songs for the soul of Europe, sung in 
her native Italian, as well as English and German. “In 
Deinen Augen,” is perhaps the big stand out track on 
Z80, but all songs stand well on their own merit and 
beauty. Essential. 


Death In June - 

The Rule Of Thirds 

Douglas Pearce must have spent a few years refining 
his folkish work, with all of the re-issues he’s pumped 
out prior to this much anticipated work. This didn’t 


instantly get me, but a few listens and | was hooked. 
While it doesn’t stand out as the greatest DlJ album, 
| would say it is a progression from the But What 
Ends When Symbols Shatter period, which still stands 
as one of the best. Worth a few listens, for sure. 


Tip: 

Highly suggested destinations on the 
Super Dis - Information Highway: 

- www.rosicrucian.org 

- www.tesco-distro.com 

- www.coldmeat.se 

www. filthforge.altervista.org 
www.oldeuropacafe.com 

www. boydrice.com 


CRAIG 


Bop sh-wop sh-wop ling ting tong 
Bop sh-wop sh-wop rama lama ding dong 
Bop sh-wop sh-wop booga booga shoo 
Bop sh-wop ooga booga shooga wooga. 


Victrola Favorites: Artifacts from 


Bygone Days - Various Artists 

Who could deny that the history of Twentieth Cen- 
tury music is inextricably woven with the history 
of the record player? These portable boxes carried 
music from the four corners of the globe into the 
homes and astonished ears of millions. Think of it: 
with the advent of sound reproduction, a Kansas 
farmer could savor the strange, somber beauty of 
Javanese gamelan music in his own home, ordered 
from catalogs filled with hundreds of similar aural 
mysteries.A Sengalese kora player might thrill to the 
blue yodel of Jimmie Rodgers, or discover exciting 
new possibilities in the angelic melodies of Washing- 
ton Phillips’ modified zither. Record manufacturers 
of the day scoured the planet for the unusual, the 
unheard, the bizarre... young men with bulky disc 
cutters turning up unannounced in villages and ham- 
lets, seeking out the very best singers and players 
these locales had to offer. Many of the recordings 
captured on these excursions have endured to this 
day -- unearthed from beneath layers of dust in aban- 
doned cellars, plucked from well-thumbed stacks in 
second-hand shops, or lovingly preserved in cedar 
chests of family heirlooms; then mastered onto Ip 
or disc to dazzle listeners anew. The compilers of 
the astonishing Victrola Favorites anthology have done 
true music lovers a solid with this two-CD treasure 
trove from the first quarter-century of recorded 
sound. Obsessive collectors Rob Millis and Jeffery 
Taylor of Seattle-based experimental ensemble Cli- 
max Golden Twins have spent years rummaging junk 
stores, flea markets and eBay for vintage 78’s, build- 
ing an enormous library of shellac offerings from 
the days of yore. Victrola Favorites assembles 48 of 
the finest of these for your listening delight. Japa- 
nese coal miner ballads, Zulu drum and stick music, 
low-down blues, Zapotec-Teotitlan Indian “fireworks 
music,” Turkish oud, Chinese Opera, jazz, gospel, hill- 


billy, folk and the tolling of Big Ben... you will hear all 
these and more, each played on an authentic 1924 
wind-up, the weathered grooves captured by a single 
microphone for their digital debut. The discs are 
mounted inside a full-color 144-page cloth-bound 
book crammed with visual arcana to accompany the 
music: record advertisements of the day; beautifully 
designed artwork from 78 labels, sleeves, picture 
discs and needle cases; stunning photographs of mu- 
sicians, record company men in the field, and various 
citizens of the world confronting this magic sound- 
producing machine for the first time. It’s a savory 
feast of pop culture that will leave the adventurous 
listener purring with pleasure... and, we hope, only 
the first installment in a continuing series. 


Brent Cash - How Will I Know if 


Pm Awake 

Turn off your mind, relax and float downstream with 
a luscious slice of retro sunshine pop from this Ath- 
ens, Georgia wunderkind. Fired by a desire to make 
a record “like they did it back then,” Cash penned a 
batch of hook-riddled gems, then assembled a small 
orchestra to bring them to life. The resulting full- 
length is an absolute stunner that might have been 
cut nearly four decades ago... sweet yet substantial, 
with a tangy outer shell and a chewy center. Impec- 
cably arranged and produced by the artist, How 
Will | Know if I’m Awake abounds in toffee-rich vocal 
harmonies, flawlessly set to tunes that will unwind 
through your head for days. Should Brent's wordplay 
ever catch up to his amazing ear for sonics, he could 
end up seated alongside Brian Wilson and Todd 
Rundgren in the pantheon of pop wizardry. 


DAVE NEGATIVE 


Clearance / Processing 
“| hear she gives good Marlboro” 


Sloppy Seconds - Endless Bummer 
An oustanding release from Sloppy Seconds that 
rivals their PC-baiting, trash-culture tour de force 
debut, Destroyed. These admitted “fat, drunk and 
stupid” Hoosiers return after a ten year hiatus to 
reclaim the title of “Kings of Junk Rock.” FYI: This is 
also available on LP. 


Criminal Damage - No Solution 
With a gritty, second generation UK punk/oi!- 
inspired sound, PDX’s Criminal Damage have been 
heralded as an American version of Voice of a Genera- 
tion era Blitz. And on this album, the band’s sopho- 
more effort, they live up to those lofty comparisons. 
FYI: This is also available on LP. 


Imperial Leather - Do You Know 


Where Your 

Vice Squad meets The Wipers? Sweden’s Imperial 
Leather (named after a British brand of soap com- 
monly used by Euro-punks to “charge” their hair) 
trim the melodic excesses of their high-energy, rock 
n’ roll-accented UK82 stylings on this release - ex- 
posing a raw, moody undercurrent. FYI: This is also 
available as a 2x7”. 


The Assassinaton of Jesse James by 
the Coward Robert Ford - 
Directed by Andrew Dominik 


The Assassination of Jesse James follows Robert Ford 
(an insecure would-be bandit who idolizes Jesse 
James) as he finds the infamous outlaw in Missouri 
and joins his gang. Slowly, Ford develops a love/hate 
relationship with Jesse that ends with shooting him 
in the back - an act of betrayal that haunts him for 
the rest of his life. 


Burning Spear - Jah is Real 

Rasta elder Burning Spear (aka Winston Rodney) re- 
leases one of his best albums in years.A roots reggae 
call to arms that simmers with bright horns, skanking 
guitar and keyboard riffs, cavernous percussion and 
lively backing vocals. 


Tip: 
Abrupt is one of the Bay Area’s best new HC/punk bands. Do 
yourself a favor and check ‘em out: www.myspace.com/abruptsf 


EMILY 


The Gits - Best of the... songs 
from the film 


The Gits - Directed by Kerri 
O’Kane 


Erykah Badu - New Amerykah, 
Pt. One: 4th World War 


Karen Dalton - Green Rocky Road 


The Loop Tapes - Pine Street 
Recordings 


Teeth - Directed by Mitchell 
Lichtenstein 


GAIL 


Lil?) Wayne - Tha Carter III 
Commercial, accessible, unpredictable,  self-pro- 
claimed or not—even with the uneven production 
Tha Carter Ill is worthy. The potential of Lil’ Wayne 
is scary. 


Boris - Smile 
Boris live @ Amoeba Berkeley. Unforgettable. 


Jean Grae - Jeanius 
One of, if not the best, female rappers combined 
with the production powers of 9th Wonder. 


Portishead - Third 


Spiritualized - Songs in A&E 


Tip: 
Two more records | would mention — Brit soul from Jamie Lidell 
- Jim and Estelle - Shine. 


BEAN 


Berkeley buyer/pricer/apprentice motorcycle 
mechanic/black thumb gardener. Grammar 
and the alphabet are your friends. 


Flat Duo Jets - 2 Headed Cow 

It’s hard being a Flat Duo Jets fan. Hardly anyone’s 
heard of them, and many that have write ‘em off as 
a crappy retro rockabilly band. Then there's front- 
man Dexter Romweber’s unconfirmed penchant for 
leaving excremental “gifts” on the doorsteps of kind 
souls who let him pass the night ‘neath their roofs. 
Well finally, years after Dex & drummer Crow's 
break-up, someone’s gathered enough out of the 
closet Jets fans to give the duo their due. Drifting 
between the two indie-rock epicenters of Chapel 
Hill, NC & Athens, GA, in the late 80's, the Jets made 
a glorious din of old-time rock’n’roll that sounded 
neither retro nor modern.And when they played live 
(this CD is all live material), they brought the house 
down in a combination of hedonistic glory and reli- 
gious fervor. The best band no-one’s ever heard of, 
ready to be heard again. 


Black Flag - Welcome Home 
Henry 


Probably a bootleg, but decent sound quality. It’s a 
shame that the penultimate Flag line-up never re- 
ally got to (legitimately) release anything other than 
Damaged. This record significantly captures the Flag 
at the height of their power, destroying D.C. at their 


first show back in the Capitol after Hank joined. 
Some of the witty barbs traded between Hank and 
some of his old “friends” are pretty funny, but aside 
from that, the band is tight & on fire. No disrespect 
to Kira & Bill Stevenson, but unlike Who’s Got the 
10 and a Half or Live ‘84, THIS is the classic Ginn/ 
Dukowski/Rollins/Dez/Robo line-up firing on all cyl- 
inders and proving why Black Flag remains one of 
the most powerful bands ever. 


Mario Panciera - 45 Revolutions 

A probably completely unnecessary but incredibly 
detailed discography of the post-punk era. This tome 
(and it is nice & heavy) is a non-discriminatory over- 
view of thousands of British 45’s released between 
1976-1979. Covering pretty much EVERYTHING 
from pub to punk rock, mod, power pop, NWOB- 
HM, even a bit of reggae, this is must have for any 
collector of the era.As an added bonus, the second 
section is a full color index with pictures of many of 
the records contained within. 


Battlestar Galactica: Razor - 
Directed by Ronald D. Moore 


Sure, “Razor” was a stopgap measure to keep fans 
interested while the Sci-Fi Network figured out how 
many more episodes they were willing to bankroll. 
Nevertheless, this tangential mini-series, chronicling 
the action aboard the second surviving Battlestar 
Pegasus, is a great side trip for fans both hardcore 
and not so. The DVD’s extended cut clears up some 
of the mystery surrounding the mythology of Cylon 
development while also fleshing out the back story 
of several major characters. And yes, there are old- 
school Cylon Centurion models to make everyone 


happy. 


SF Chronicle - Crossword Puzzle 
The latest Chronicle redesign has three crossword 
puzzles in Sunday’s pink pages. AND they’re running 
new motorcycle reviews in the Saturday auto sec- 
tion. Just ignore Willie Brown’s Sunday column and 
you've got a reason to get your fingers inky on the 
weekend. 












GRACE 


“Action Kid Style” 


What Price, Wonderland? - 
30 With a Wink 


Sigur Ros - Meé sué i eyrum vid 
spilum endalaust 


Baader Brains - The Complete 
Unfinished Works of the Young 
Tigers 


Rudimentary Peni - 
No More Pain 


Algernon Cadwallader - Some 
Kind Of Cadwallader [IMPORT] 


IAN 


Punch - Eyeless 
Fast hardcore with slow brutal breakdowns. 
From San Francisco. 


Ruidosa Inmundicia 


- De Una Vez 
Unrelentingly fast South American hardcore 
via Austria. 


Question - Question 
Fast hardcore from Minneapolis. Ex-detestation. 


Witch Hunt/To What End? 

- Split 

Punk rock from Philly and Swedish hardcore 
w/ members of Wolfbrigade. Witch hunt covers 
Rudimentary Peni’s “Cosmetic Plague.” 


Kakistocracy/ Nux Vomica 
- Split 


Crust punk from both coasts. 


DJ DEATHBOY 


I’m here for now and enjoying it the 
best I can. 


Firewater - Golden Hour 

This band keeps evolving with each release. What- 
ever Tod A. comes up with next is bound to be just 
as good as this one and previous releases. 


Barry Adamson - Back to the Cat 
Former bassist of two prolific bands (Magazine & 
Bad Seeds) keeps churning out soundtracks of films 
not yet made.As the song says, “Spend a little time” 
with this one! 


Neu! - NEU! / Neu! 2 / Neu! 675 


Reissues 

A few words of advice: put these CDs on (one at a 
time), brew some coffee, light up a big joint & get in- 
volved in some creative project! You will be pleased 
with the results! (R.I.P Klaus Dinger) 


Control - Directed by 
Anton Corbijn 


If only most bio-pics were this true. The fact that it’s 
shot in black & white gives it the true-grit realism. 


Tip: 
Death Rock Dive Bar happens the second Friday of every 
month at the Stork Club in Oakland. 





JIM V 


Chicha Libre - 


jSonido Amazonico! 

What Dengue Fever did for 60s Cambodian rock, 
Chicha Libre does for the late 60s Peruvian style 
know as Chicha. Twangy guitars and nasally key- 
boards ride over a mix of latin rhythms pounded out 
on a eclectic range of percussion instruments. Most- 
ly instrumental with some nods to surf music as well 
as spaghetti westerns, Chicha Libre manages to keep 
its music well rooted in its original era, while giving 
it a bit of an update. Originals from the group fit in 
seamlessly with period covers as well as some in- 
spired rearrangements drawing on the likes of Ravel, 
Satie and the early ’70s instrumental hit “Popcorn.” 


Nick Lowe - Jesus of Cool 

This 30th anniversary “resurrection” of Lowe’s first 
solo album combines all the tracks from the original 
English and American releases along with ten more 
bonus tracks cut during the same ‘77-’78 period of 
the album. Still sounding as fresh as the day it was re- 
leased, Lowe went for a fairly stripped down sound 
while judiciously adding the talents of players from 
the Attractions, the Rumour, the Blockheads and his 
own off-and-on-again group Rockpile. Lowe's gift for 
a throwaway lyric as well as a memorable pop hook 
are in ample display here and despite his well re- 
ceived recent releases it’s still hard to beat his early 
work. In a nod to Stiff’s original name for the album, 
the CD package folds out into a cross shape with 
Nick posed against a window of stained glass. Cool 
indeed. 


Stairwell Sisters - 
Get Off Your Money 


On their third release, local old-timey group the 
Stairwell Sisters dust off another set of pre-blue- 
grass country songs and tunes as well as slipping in 
some originals of their own. With all five members 
trading off on vocals and instrumental chores, the 
album’s |7 tracks have a varied sound that add some 
variety to the genre’s traditional sounds. Producer 
Lloyd Maines offers up unobtrusive production as 
well as pedal steel guitar on one track. 


jAyombe! - The Heart of 
Columbia’s Musica Vallenata - 


Various Artists 

Wonderful 15 song collection of accordion-based 
music from a small valley region in northeastern 
Columbia. Featuring a variety of Latin rhythms and 
styles and including extensive notes about the mu- 
sic’s history, ;Ayombe! makes for a great introduction 
to a unique musical style. 


Victrola Favorites - 


Various Artists 

Amazing collection of 48 vintage records dating 
from 1910 to the early 1950s that literally spans 
the globe. This collection seems to have no stylistic 
bounds and puts blues next to Japanese folk songs, 
jazz follows country and then jumps to Thailand 
and chanting Chinese Buddhist nuns are followed 
by Hawaiian and Greek tracks. Very clean sounding 
recordings with nary a pop, scratch or tick in the lot. 
Besides artist and song listings there’s scant informa- 
tion about the individual tracks, but included in the 
package is 120 plus pages of pictures of old 78s and 
disc sleeves. Not for the stylistically faint of heart. 


KEN 


| buy used things on both sides 
of the bay when I’m not trying to 
keep the rock floor organized, pric- 
ing box sets or collectables, or answering 
questions. | like doing these things. 


The Godfather’s R&B: James 
Brown’s Productions 1962-67 - 


Various Artists 
First off, James Brown can do no wrong in my 
book (at least through the mid-’70s), so a CD of 
tracks he produced for other artists in prime- 
time mid-’60s sounds like a great idea. Well, let 
me tell you, it is. There are a few cuts that have 
been anthologized elsewhere, but there’s more 
than enough here to justify purchase. | espe- 

cially dig the Dizzy Jones and Reverend Will- 

ingham tracks.Which leads to... 






















Hank Ballard - 
You Can’t Keep A 
Good Man Down 


This James Brown-produced album has been some- 
what of a holy grail for me for several years now. 
Never seen one. Thanks to the folks at Soul Brother, 
who’ve already released definitive sets by JB stal- 
warts Vicki Anderson and Marva Whitney, the search 
is over. The CD version includes all 12 tracks from 
the original LP plus 6 bonus tracks that originally 
appeared only on 45s. So how good is it? Really 
good. Not perfect, but good enough to recommend 
to anyone who is interested. 


Nigeria Special/Nigeria Disco Funk 
Special/Nigeria Rock Special - 


Various Artists 

The folks at Soundway are keeping up the good 
work unearthing rare funkified cuts from around 
the globe, especially Africa. These three volumes are 
welcome additions to the collection of anyone who's 
already discovered the great Afro Baby and Ghana 


Soundz sets from a few years ago.Also check out the 
compilation African Scream Contest. Try sitting still 
while these discs are spinning!! 


Eddie Bo - In the Pocket With... 

If rough-around-the-edges New Orleans rock & roll, 
R&B, soul, and funk are your bag, then rush to the 
bins and grab this fine set of Eddie Bo’s wigged-out 
(literally!!) productions. You'll be bouncing off the 
walls in next to no time (once you get the plastic off 
the sucker). This album is a treasure trove of super- 
rare 45s, many released for the first time here. Also 
check out New Orleans Funk Volume 2 on Souljazz 

while you’re at it! 


Also worth mentioning... 
Swamp Dogg - Blame it On the Dog:Anthology 1 968- 
1978 (Ace CD), Mitty Collier - Shades of...:The Chess 
Singles 1961-1968 (Kent CD),Various Artists - Shadow 
Music From Thailand (Sublime Frequencies LP), Various 
Artists - Phantom Guitars:A Cool Collection of Twangin’ 
Guitar Instrumentals from the UK 1961-1964 (Psychic Circle 
CD), Various Artists - Thank You Friends:The Ardent Records 
Story (Big Beat CD), Various Artists - Micron Presents:Every 
Mouth Must Be Fed (Pressure Sounds LP/CD), Various Artists 
- Spiritual Jazz (Jazzman LP/CD), anything on Mississippi 
Records and any of Numero’s Eccentric Soul compilations 
(LP/CD). 


Tip: 

For all you ‘60s rock fanatics, make sure to pick up the newly- 
revitalized Shindig magazine. It’s now in color, and comes out 
bi-monthly. 


KENT 


Call Me Fluffy. 


S.P.K. - Dokument 


0 1979-1983 

Six LP Box Set plus T-shirt & nice booklet 
(and a deluxe edition with three 7” EPs) in a wooden 
box. Another labor of love from Frank at Vinyl On 
Demand out of Germany. All of his releases are 
worth checking out, but this one is special. The six 
LPs are all from live performances and the 7”s are 
reissues of their first three releases in Australia. This 
is from a time when industrial music meant some- 
thing very specific and not too many people danced 
to it. 


Aranos - Koryak Mistress Stakes 
Golden Sky 


Aranos can take us on many different trips. From 
folk music to noise to solo cello. This album is a very 
mature, thick, drifting dream. Lots of multi-layered 
cello and added sounds. Very nice. 


Rafael Toral - Space 
The best album I’ve heard from Rafael Toral. A 
double LP, three sides studio and one side live. All 


sounds by Toral except alto trombone and pocket 
trumpet. Mostly space electronics and stuff, while 
side three sounds very improv with the added in- 
struments. But space is the place, for sure, on this 
album. 


Boris with Merzbow - 


Rock Dream 
Three LP set. Close your eyes, but remember to 
smile. The Lord is watching. 


Baudouin Oosterlynck - 
1975-1978 


Four LP Box Set, very beautifully done, with nice 
booklet. True outsider art/music, art/music brut, all 
with a heart of gold. 


Tip: There’s a new Rodger Collins album coming out in 
September. A local and legendary performer famous for “She’s 
Looking Good” and “Foxy Girls In Oakland”. This album is good 
and worth checking out. 


LARRY KELP 


Director of Berkeley’s WMD (world music 
department) 


Malvina Reynolds - 
Sings the Truth 


Who would have guessed that the late, rabble-rous- 
ing Berkeley folkie Malvina Reynolds’ song of societal 
homogenization, “Little Boxes,” would four decades 
later become the theme song to a cable series about 
a pot-dealing housewife, Showtime’s Weeds? That’s 
about as likely as a tiny Australian record company 
reissuing her only major label recording, Sings the 
Truth. Yet here it is, not only the original album with 
Reynolds’ best-known songs including “What Have 
They Done to the Rain,” “Magic Penny” and “God 
Bless the Grass,” but also nearly an hour’s worth 
of Reynolds’ live performances including concerts 
and KPFA-FM radio appearances. She didn’t have the 
most pleasant singing voice, but what great songs! 


Les Amazones de Guinée - 


Wamato 

A rarity, yes, but oh so good: this all-women band 
(singers, guitarists, horn players, drummers) is back 
with some of the most sensuous dance grooves to 
come out of West Africa.And the instrumental solos 
are just perfect. 


Bajofondo - Mar Dulce 

The Argentinean octet led by multi-Oscar winning 
composer Gustavo Santaolalla mixes drums and 
electronics into traditional tango, and it feels like the 
logical evolution of the music. Elvis Costello’s guest 
vocal is the best he’s given this millennium, and ev- 
erything feels sweaty and sexy. 


Live at Ashkenaz Vol. I: Africa - 


Various Artists 

Berkeley’s non-profit world music dance hall Ash- 
kenaz culled this benefit CD from African artists 
recorded on its stage over the past year. A wide 
variety of styles emerge in fairly long dance songs, 
from bluesy Afrissippi (Senegal meets Mississippi) 
and Zimbabwe’s Thomas Mapfumo, to local favor- 
ites Baba Ken & the Afro-Groove ConneXion and 
Algeria-born Moh Alileche. Slowing the pace down, 
the captivating singer Nawal (from Comoros) and 
Mali’s Mamadou & Vanessa (with Stephen Kent on 
didgeridoo) are quietly mesmerizing. 


Elis Regina & Antonio Carlos 
Jobim - Elis & Tom 


Recorded in 1974, and just reissued cheap domesti- 
cally, it is arguably the most fun bossa nova record- 
ing ever, because you can hear the joy in every line 
Brazil’s greatest composer (Jobim) and one of its 
greatest singers (Regina) have working together. Ev- 
ery song’s a classic. 


MARC WEINSTEIN 


Got a snare drum when | was nine, 
then a drumset for my Bar Mitzvah... 
Adolf “Liar-Man” Giuliani is one of 
my least favorite “humans.” 
Smell the facism, folks... 


Captain Beefheart + His Magic 
Band - It Comes to You in a Plain 


Brown Wrapper 

Not unlike Beefheart’s original intentions for Strictly 
Personal, this is one of the finest bits of vinyl to hit 
the bins in ‘08. Fab notes by John French & 2 LPs 
worth of the best of those sessions mixed more like 
the Captain would’ve preferred - a “must have” for 
Magic Band fans. 


Don Caballero - Punkgasm 

Though more “metallic” in tone than previous re- 
leases, this band continues to put out some of the 
most interesting “prog/math” rock of the last ten 
years - it’s f*cking ARTY AND HEAVY at the same 
time - enjoy. 


NEU! - NEU! 

Can-inspired early “krautrock” masters, this LP influ- 
enced so many musicians/bands - some of the most 
exciting psychedelic drone rock ever produced. 


Scorch Trio - Brolt! 

OK, I’ve written about this band numerous times - 
and this is the best one yet - distilled, crystallized, a 
furious & joyful assault. 


Jenny Scheinman - Self Titled 
Known as one of the busiest session violinists around, 
working with Nels Cline, Lou Reed, Bill Frisell, Marc 
Ribot, Lucinda Williams, Lou Reed, John Zorn, Jimmy 
Dale Gilmore, & even Bono, this phenomenal violin- 
ist is also a fabulous singer & songwriter who draws 
from her folk & country roots to produce a vocal 
debut that will surprise you with just how damn 
good it is - soulful and beautiful... 


Tip: 

Attention Harry Partch fans! Check Out: 
http://musicmavericks.publicradio.org/features/feature_partch. 
html, an unbelievable Harry Partch pagelsite. 


MARCHAEL 


let your heart speak to other hearts. 


Wayfaring Strangers: 
Guitar Soli - Various Artists 


Beach House - Devotion 
Capsule - Blue 
Evangelista - Hello, Voyager 


Bon Iver - 
For Emma, Forever Ago 


/ 





MATT BOB 


Shawn Jackson - First Of All... 
Previously known as Soul Kaliba, Shawn Jackson re- 
leases his new album on Thes One's (of People Un- 
der The Stairs) Tres Records, which has become one 
of my main sources of new music. Good flow, witty 
lyrics, and top quality production. 


C.R.A.C. - The Piece Talks LP 

Blu and Ta’Raach become C.R.A.C (pronounced 
crass). Ta’Raach’s production is clean and has some 
weird, cross-over qualities that make this album ex- 
tremely versatile. 


King Of Kong - Directed by Seth 


Gordon 

An underdog’s story that takes place in the cor- 
rupt, highly competitive world of underdogs. It’s the 
world of arcade game top scores and the protago- 
nist, Steve, is trying to get his piece of the 20-year- 
old glory that is King Kong top scores. | like this 
movie a lot. 


Fakts One - Long Range 

And the producer albums just keep coming! An- 
other often-slept-on producer, Fakts One, releases 
his highly anticipated (if anything, because it took five 
years) album Long Range. Following the producer 
formula, it features: Little Brother, Boot Camp Clik, J 
Live, Tajai, Akro and the list goes on. | picked it up... 
I’m listening to it right now... it’s good to wash the 


MICHAEL 


Jazz guy and CD pricer, inheritor of the 
pop vocal section... | also love world music, 
psychedelia, and lots of other stuff. 
Always happy to help customers find their 
new favorite band... Stop by and say “hi” 
sometime! 


Victrola Favorites - 


Various Artists 

Amazing 2 CD colection of classic music from many 
genres and various regions of the world, all lovingly 
compiled from old 78rpm records by Seattle avant- 
garde legends Climax Golden Twins. Housed in a 
fantastic |44-page hardbound book with very cool 
visuals from old record labels, sleeves, and Victrola 
advertisements, this is more than just a collection 
of music... it’s an artifact of incredible beauty, one 
capable of transporting the listener (and viewer) of 
this spectacular package to another time and place, 
when life was simpler and music was for the first 
time enabling people anywhere to hear sounds they 
might have otherwise been unable to hear. Power- 
ful, magical and otherworldly... 


Jorge Ben - Jorge Ben 


(S/T album from 1969) 

Finally, his clasic 1969 album is back in print! This 
one’s got so many of his best and most well-known 
tunes that it feels like a “Greatest Hits.” 


Gilberto Gil - Gilberto Gil 
(two different S/T albums from 
1968 and 1969) 


Gil’s second and third proper albums reissued again 
with bonus tracks from our friends at Water. Both 
are great, but the 1969 album is more psychedelic, 
bursting at the seams with weird studio effects cour- 
tesy of Rogerio Duprat (the legend who produced 
much of the greatest Tropicalia from Gil, Gal Costa, 
Caetano Veloso, Os Mutantes, and more). Highly rec- 
ommended! 


Gal Costa - Gal (1969 album) 

Gal’s second solo album and by far one of the most 
psychedelic albums of its time or of any time... Wild 
vocalizations, bizarre studio trickery, and great mu- 
sicianship marks this landmark record. No bonus 
tracks, but bargain priced and available again after 
being out of print for a while. Yay! 


Balla et Ses Balladins - 
The Syliphone Years 


Two CDs of classic-era African guitar pop from 
this great group from Guinea. If you’ve heard and 
enjoyed Bembeya Jazz, Orchestra Baobab, or the 
incredible Authenticite compilation on the same 
label, you will love this too. Looks like they’ve 
got a double CD set of Keletigui and his 
Tambourins up next, which promises to be 
amazing as well! 


Love is Love - 


Various Artists 

Great selection of classic african pop (mostly 
from the 50’s and 60’s) on this cool label out of 
Portland, Oregon. Everything they put together 
is wonderful, but this is a personal favorite. The 
Lipa Kodiya African compilation and the recent- 
ly reissued Thai Orchestra LP are incredible 
as well. 


Nigeria Special (three different 


volumes) - Various Artists 

Several Volumes of Afro-Beat, Highlife, Disco- 
Funk, and Psychedelic Rock from Nigeria 
from the 1970's. There’s excellent stuff on all 
of these, so find the one that sounds best to 
you and start there... but really, they're 
all great! 





















Spring Heel Jack - 

Songs & Themes 

This album is a masterpiece of experimental, avant 
garde jazz, improv and modern composition. Might 
require a bit of deep listening for some, but well 
worth it... fans of AMM and UK Improv in general 
will dig this. 


Tip: 
Wanna hear my band? Of course you do! 
www.myspace.com/thewhybecause 


REBECCA 


I’m not a malicious woman and | will strike 
down the first person who says that | am. 


Nashville Sputnik: The Deep South 
/ Outer Space Productions Of 
Jack Blanchard and Misty Morgan 
1956-2004 - Various Artists 
Everything cool from the “spooky sci-fi country” 
section, distilled into one compilation. If aliens anally 


probed the characters on Hee Haw and some weird 
baby came out, that’s this album. 


(Thee) Oh Sees - Thee Hounds 
of Foggy Notion 


Listen for the musical saw. 


Daisies - Original Soundtrack 
There’s a song made from typewriter sounds. 


A Day in My Mind’s Mind Vol. 2 - 


Various Artists 
Psychy New Zealie sixties polka dot flowery trippy 
dippy shite. 


Spaced - Complete Series - 


Directed by Edgar Wright 
Yep. 


Square Pegs - Complete Series 

It’s a totally different head, and by totally | mean 

completely. The laugh track in the first couple epi- 
sodes is so awkward & mumbly that it induces 
the feeling of being on whatever drug |4-year- 
olds took in 1982. 


Cannibal Terror - 
Directed by Alain Deruelle 


Lots of cannibal-genre reissues this year. Keep 
your eyes peeled. 


Cannibal! The Musical: 
13th Anniversary Edition - 
Directed by Trey Parker 


Twelve years later comes the | 3th anniversary of the 
best cannibal-related musical since the Angela Lans- 
bury version of Sweeney Todd. 


Evil Roy Slade - 
Directed by Jerry Paris 


Made for TV western spoof starring John Astin, Un- 
cle Miltie, Mickie Rooney, and Dick Shawn with cam- 
eos by John Ritter, Pat Morita, Penny Marshall and Ed 
Begley Jr!!! Watch for “Bing Bell” in his Liberace suits 
“playing music to keep his mind off the smell of the 
horse.” Buy it new, it’s cheap! 


Death at a Funeral - 
Directed by Frank Oz 


If you aren’t already sold on this movie for its “midg- 
ets on acid” appeal, just think, it’s directed by Fozzy 
muthafuckin Bear. 


Tip: 
You can’t poke it if you choke it. 


ROBVERTIGO 


Main Rock Floor busybody. 
My head hurts sometimes. 
Is the bread & cheese here yet? 


Human Eye - Fragments Of The 


Universe Nurse 

Ex-Clone Defects member (Timmy V. Lamp) makes a 
major “scene cleaner” of an album full of toad-licking 
prog riffs, world-bordering beats, and lyrics about 
amphibians taking over the world. Or so | think. Total 
head scratching distorto-confusion punk. Can’t re- 
ally wrap this one up too easy in a sentence or two. 
The sounds of a lost Dead Boys LP never released 
on Ralph? Maybe. Out-out-outsider rock reminis- 
cent of the whole 70’s private press record boom... 
whapped upside its head with a light-saber. Beefheart 
& Chrome fans take note. Now with xylophone! 


Nothing People - Anonymous 
Everything from No-Wave NY to Sacto-Proto gets 
a nod on this sucker. A post Stooge-ified glam riff 
here and a basement-fi git-fit there, but also a lot 
of eastern block rock and Suicide-style back beats 
(electro and physical) thrown in for good measure. 
Shoegaze-y hazed & psych one moment, then sparse 
or angular the next. Sounds like nothing particular, 
other than themselves. All | can say is get it and slap 
it on your year end “best of” list. Great album of 
genre-defying rock. Limited to 600 on clear vinyl, 
with awesome sleeve design. 


Dead Luke - Record | 

Side A is a cover of The Troggs “I Want You” turned 
inside out and yer left with a pulsing cold throb. 
Dead pan vox that would give Peter Cook’s “You Fill 
Me with Inertia” bit a run for the money. Loud gui- 
tar blasts and a nice Tuxedomoon-style take this to 
another level around the 2/3rd mark. The flip goes 
for Blank Dogs melancholia put against The Normal 
beat... like a busy but less aggressive “Warm Leath- 
erette”... then it cuts loose into some seriously de- 
ranged electronic noodling. Glue Wave at it’s finest. 


Addio Zio Tom (Goodbye Uncle 
Tom) - Directed by Jacopetti & 


Prosperi 

From the guys who gave you Mondo Cane, in the 
land that birthed Cannibal Holocaust, comes this epic 
messterpiece. The history of slave trade in the US as 
seen by a time traveling Italian film crew. ?!?!? A over 
the top and vulgar sensory blowout shot mocku- 
mentary style. Roots ain’t got nothing on this. Some- 
how, even as repugnant and vile as the subject can 
be, the movie itself is professionally made, shot in 
scope and looks magnificent. One of the most beau- 
tifully made films I’ve seen, actually. You know... like 
how Salo is really pretty even if you can’t stomach 
it. Great score by Riz Ortolani as well. Hey fiends: 
one of the best baby splats since Morrisey/Warhol’s 
Bad hit the scene! Both the US and Italian versions 
contain different footage, so you might wanna’ stock 
up on both. (If yer like that.) 


Human (Skin) Lanterns - 
Directed by Sun Chung 


Good time Shaw Bros. Fu flick finally gets its due 
in this (mostly) uncut print. Expert lantern crafter 
turned pervo chick-skinner leaves a town in fear 
while fighting and flying about in a skull-faced monkey 
suit. Gobs of wire attacks and candy colored lights 
leave the whole flick floating in a dream haze.Visually 
beautiful yet still sleazy, this one is up there with Oily 
Maniac, Black Magic and Killer Snakes in my book for 
must own HK cinema. Ever wanted to see Ed Gein 
mix it up in Chinese Ghost Story? Here ya go! 


“SHOOTER” 


Security//Awesomeness//Eliminating the 
Hipster Menace 


Rudimentary Peni - 


No More Pain 
Nick Blinko and company return with their best al- 
bum since Cacophony. 


Annihilation Time - 
Tales of the Ancient Age 


If these guys had been around during the first wave 
of American hardcore everyone would be rockin’ 


A.T. tattoos instead of the Black Flag bars. Go see 
them live whenever you get the chance. (Stay in 
Oakland, you bastards.) 


Amebix - No Sanctuary 


+ Winter 7” 

Thank you Alternative Tentacles for finally repress- 
ing these early Amebix recordings. Now | can finally 
throw away the crappy dubbed tape of this stuff I’ve 
been rocking since high school.Also look for Amebix 
in the late winter early spring as they are reunited 
and coming to the U.S. for the first time ever. 


Coffins - Buried Death 
These Japanese sludge fueled death metalers can do 
no wrong. 


Lightning Swords of 
Death/Valdur - Split 


Epic Black Metal from L.A’s L.S.O.D and Mammoth’s 
Valdur. 


Gauze - Binbou Yusuri 
Japanese Hardcore legends return with an amazing 
album. 


Skaven/Stormcrow - Split 

Oakland stenchcore legends Skaven posthumously 
team up with Stormcrow. The Skaven song is previ- 
ously unreleased and heavy as fuck. 


After the Bombs - 


Relentless Onslaught 
Raging Bolt-Beat from the great white north with 
female vocals. 


Population Reduction - 
Each Birth a New Disaster 


| have grown weary with most grindcore these days 
but the comedy grind duo of Population Reduction 
keep it interesting and stand apart from the crowd. 
Play the one about the Zombie Submarine Ben! 













Leviathan - Massive Conspiracy 


Against All Life 
Cold True Grim 


Criminal Damage - 

No Solution 

The last street punk album | bought was the first 
Defiance album over a decade ago, but damn it 
this record is amazing and | can’t stop listening to 


it. Catchy as hell with good personal/political lyrics. 


One of the best straight up punk records I’ve heard 
in a long long time. 


Sanctum - On the Horizon 

Sadly, the now final album from Vancouver’s masters 
of the Bolt-Beat. Unfortunately, if you didn’t catch 
them at Gilman earlier this year you won't be able to 
get the tour only vinyl. However, the CD version on 
20 Buck Spin includes their two eps as well. 


Wolfbrigade - Prey to the World 


Some of the best material they’ve done since they 
were Wolfpack. Just pretend D-Beat Odyssey never 
happened. 


Tip: Check out Eli’s Mile High Club in the West O. Cheap 
booze and good times. Punk Crust and Metal are dead. Long 
live Groom! Groomers! 


“Good Marlboro? | heard she does the smoking gun!” 


EAST BAY MISTRESS 
OF METAL 


Morningside - The Wind The 
Trees & The Shadow Of The Past 


Best Russian funeral doom metal band you’ve never 
heard of. In the vein of Agalloch, Katatonia & early 
Opeth. 


Belphegor - 
Bondage Goat Zombie 


Austrian auditory assault of dark devilish death. 


Krisiun - Southern Storm 
Brutal and relentless death metal from Brazil. In- 
cludes a cover of Sepultura’s “Refuse/Resist.” 


Gorgoroth - Black Mass Krakow 
2004 - DVD 


A concert so evil that it took four 
years before the footage could be 
freed from police confiscation and 
finally be released. See the concert 


that nearly landed the band in jail for offending the 
religious right with all its satanic symbols, sheep’s 
heads and nude models. 


Unleashed - Hammer Battalion 
Latest release from these Swedish death metal war- 
riors that hammers you with Viking fury. 


Darkthrone - Frostland Tapes 
Three CD set of demos, live recordings & the unre- 
leased instrumental version of Goatlord. 


ZANE 


Please pardon my gushing. 


Total Abuse - Live@ Campell St. 


House 

At this wild and crazy show | was introduced to 
these Texans’ bleak, dirge-y, churning, four-brick- 
walls-falling, fuckin’-a-right kitchen floor stomp. | 
now think | may develop a receding hair line from 
being front and center, but I'll live. | really look for- 
ward to hearing these guys’ new material. 


Late Young - Live @ Cell Space 
Granted | was a little zonked during their set, | got 
the feeling this power trio wouldn’t want it any other 
way. The singer/guitarist was definitely sinister look- 
ing, the drums just plain hurt, and their incredible 
bass player was some damaged alternate dimension 
Hendrix business, with some walloping industrial 
bits thrown in for good measure. Be weary, groovy 
60’s psych wanderers, because these guys will blow 
your elf boots off. 


Vivian Girls - Live @ The Knock- 


out ; 
Firsts things first, | will be the first in line to admit 
that | have a healthy crush on their lead singer/gui- 
tarist, but | invite all of you to look beyond all the 
pretty girl bullshit. Live, these girls slay and are in 
no way glossy, as the distortion shimmers and the 
harmonies glow, basking in the bombastic light of 
a California Pop electrical storm. 


Ham and the Chokers - Live @ 


San Pablo Warehouse 

Being that most punk stuff has been flipped inside 
out, turned upside down and shaken by its ankles 
by so much nostalgic malarkey, it’s refreshing to see 
some dudes just go out there and play the kind of 
jams that they enjoy. Not only do these guys play for 
the love of the music, but they don’t seem to hold 
any high ranking attitudes about their deal. Nowadays 
| would liken this stuff to the roots music retreaders 
of yer mom’s and dad’s years, so if you’re complain- 
ing about this sound, maybe you should have headed 
home from the party twenty-something years ago, 
because this is our roots music. These guys play the 
mid-tempo classic style shit with some blazing trade- 
off solos to ensure that riff gets stuck in your head. 
Tired of bedazzled punk? Give this a shot and hide 
your beer and your sister. 


Ghostface Killah - The World 
According To Pretty Toney 


In need of a new messiah? Check out this bad boy 
and you will learn to believe. 


Tip: 

PLAY IT LOUD! Unplug your computer, turn off the TV, go 

to Oldies Night at The Knockout and dance with your main 
squeeze; go to Issues newsstand/books/music in Oakland off 
Piedmont (on Glen Ave.) and let their very kind employees Joe 
and Noella put you in the right direction, because they got what 
you want; support live music, buy a t-shirt, listen to the Ramones 
if youve feeling low ...etcetera, etcetera... 













SAN FRANCISCO 





KINDLE... 


photograpricer / rad times haverer 


Blackwinds - Flesh Inferno 
Pretty much sounds like a flesh inferno surrounded 
by blackwinds. 


Serpent Throne - Ride Satan Ride 
Super awesome stoney instrumental riffage & so- 
loage. Liner notes tell the story of a lost soundtrack 
to a satanic biker movie. Need i say more? 


The Black Dahlia Murder - 
Nocturnal 


Alright, a lot of “metal” dudes hate on this band, 


but Im gonna stand my ground on this one and just 
come out and say that BDM is one of my all time 
favorite metal bands EVER. There | said it, just lost 
20 metal points. 


Watain - Sworn to the Dark 


Mother F’n Fuckin awesome! The end. 


Turbonegro - Retox 

Probably the best Turbonegro record since Apoca- 
lypse Dudes. The track “Boys from Nowhere” makes 
me jump up and down on my bed with a knife in one 
hand and a beer in the other... dig destruction. 


It’s Always Sunny in Philadelphia - 


Season I & 2 box set 

im gonna rise up, gonna kick a little ass, gonna kick 
some ass in the usa, gonna climb a mountain, gonna 
sew a flag, gonna fly on an eagle, gonna kick some 
butt, gonna drive a big truck, gonna rule this world, 
gonna kick some ass, gonna rise up, gonna kick a little 
ass, ROCK FLAG AND EAGLE!!! 


Daft Punk - Alive 2007 
You: “WTF?!” - Me: “I know, WTF?! This CD is 
amazing!!!” 


It’s Always Sunny in Philadelphia - 


Season 3 box set 
Agent Jack Bower the junkyard cat is the man. Like a 
beautiful beautiful gazelle person. 


Tip: music is like a fine wine...you’re suppose to spit out...but 
no way, Jose! This stuff tastes like fruit! And that’s all she wrote! 


AARON H. 


The Tip Top Trio - self titled 
Rock-a-billy Anarchy! Good tunes performed by 
good musicians- a winning combo. Keep an ear out 
for that jumpin’ stand-up bass. 


Cinematic Orchestra - Live at the 
Royal Albert Hall 


A phenomenal album. Great music for late nights 
when you just can’t sleep. The track list consists of 
highlights from 3 other albums (“Every Day,’ “Ma 
Fleur,’ and “Man with a Movie Camera,’ all of which 
are worth a listen) and the accompanying orchestra 
really add something special to the whole album. 


Mogwai - Young Team (Re-issue) 
My favorite band’s first album, re-released with extra 
goodies. Worth buying even if you own the original 
issue. 


Justice League: The New Frontier 
- Directed by Dave Bullock 


Typically, I’m not that into animated films, especially 
ones that are based on comics because the films 


can never do the comic books justice. And while 
this movie certainly isn’t perfect, it does a much 
better comic-to-film translation than any other DC 
or Marvel animated feature I’ve seen. Heroes that 
usually stand on the sidelines, like The Flash, Martian 


Manhunter, and my personal favorite, Green Lantern, 


get to take center stage in this feature, and it’s about 
time. This film is worth any comicbook fan’s while. 


Saws 


ALLEN 


Moss - Moss 

Although this is a group of five contemporary jazz 
vocalists, you can forget about hearing singers scat- 
ting over be-bop standards. Instead, you can expect 
some fresh ideas about what modern popular vocal 
music should sound like: poetry set to original mu- 


sic, canny covers (Waits, Mitchell, Neil Young), and, 


above all, an openness to apply different approaches 
to song settings. This is a group that started as “a 
little coffee club that turned into a musical voice;” 
the homegrown enthusiasm shows. 


Pat Metheny w/Christian 
McBride & Antonio Sanchez - 
Tokyo Day Trip - Live EP 


The previous CD by this group, Day Trip, was cool, 


but it really served as a studio blueprint for this live 
EP, which was an afterthought but really expands the 
palate of this very capable trio. Yeah, there’s your 
usual expanses of pastel sound wash you get on any 
Metheny Group album, but there’s also some fierce 
playing and the feeling that these guys are starting 
to find their footing and how far they can push in- 
ward (with each other) and outward (towards what 
they’re not sure of). 


Steve Khan - The Suitcase: Live in 
Koln 694 


It’s hard not to wish for Steve Jordan, the original 
drummer for this band, executing his lighter-than- 
air time turnarounds in the drum chair, rather than 
hearing Dennis Chambers muscle through these 


songs, but this is really all about Anthony Jackson, 


an underrecorded and underrated electric bassist 
(sorry, contrabassist) if there ever was one, being 
given all the space he needs to show that he, and the 
instrument, are capable of. At two-and-a-half hours, 
any post-fusion trio is going to be indulgent, but 
Jackson is so controlled, creative and smart about 
his choices, he keeps the whole thing grounded 
throughout. 


ANNIE “K.” 


Customer-cashier Interaction Connoisseur 


Gal Costa - s/t (1969) 

Water, Rev-Ola, Dusty Grove - So many labels are 
reissuing delicious, chunky Tropicalia these days! It’s 
a good thing, and if you don’t know, here’s a good 
place to start. Gal’s range and the eclecticism of the 
movement are in full evidence here; the album opens 
with guitars dripping funk, giving way somehow to 
orchestrated strings underpinning our Gal’s cloying 
croon in “Baby,” itself a dramatic shift in gears from 
her start-stop vocals in “Sebastiana.” One of my fa- 
vorite albums, period. 


PS.: In keeping with the Tropicalia theme, check out 
Gilberto Gil’s two self-titled albums (one each from 
1968 and 1969) released together on Water. Things 
didn’t end for these kids in the sixties, either, and 
Soul Jazz’s awesome comp Brazil 70 includes beauti- 
ful photographs and liner notes detailing some of the 
history of this movement. 


Antena - Camino del Sol 

Abe Vigoda sure are getting a lot of attention for in- 
fusing a bit of the tropical into their sound, but over 
two decades ago, these kids took their affinity for 
the sound and created their own genre: electro-sam- 
ba! While the album is grounded in the early eighties 
(at times the drum machine sounds a lot like some- 
thing heard on Young Marble Giants’ Colossal Youth, 
released only two years earlier), they incorporated 
South American influences in an unprecedented way 
(check out their version of The Boy from Ipanema!), 
and the album still sounds fresh. This album’s been 
reissued on Numero, which means you get both the 
authenticity of the original album art and the benefit 
of hindsight from the label’s extensive research and 
liner notes. If you’re familiar with the label’s Eccen- 
tric Soul series, you know (and are enthused) about 
what to expect. 


Thanks to Nico for turning me onto this gem! 


A Sunny Day In Glasgow/ 
The Sunny Street (7” Split) - 
Sometimes I Think About You/ 
Pottery & Glass 


Remember the days spent awaiting the latest from 
a beloved band in the form of music confectionery 
known as the 7” split? No? Me either, really. Among 
regrets in my life, | count that c86 didn’t happen 
when | was old enough to realize what was going on. 
I’m glad to report, however, that Slumberland, in the 
not-too-distant port of Oakland, is working to as- 
suage this regret, bringing the freshest of the Sound 
of Young Scotland (and England, and Sweden...). On 
this particular piece of vinyl, Number 3 in the label’s 
“Searching for the Now” split 7” series,A Sunny Day 
In Glasglow paints a reverb-y rainbow over what was 


born as a Pastels song, “Sometimes | Think About 
You.” In keeping with the clement weather theme, 
the B-side is a lovely little morsel done by France’s 
(by way of London) The Sunny Street. Tambourines, 
bells, and jangle with feminine vocals hovering sweet- 
ly overhead. Yum! 


Tip: 

Speaking of the Sound of Young Europe (and of Young Northern 
California, for that matter), Claude of Pop Song Romance keeps 
himself immersed and well versed. Adapting for a worldwide 
online community the DIY aesthetics that made the mid-eighties 
such a pivotal moment in music in the UK, he publishes a video 
zine and podcast. His blog, where he posts a monthly mixtape, 
can be found at 

http://popsongromance.blogspot.com/ 

and his video zine is located 
http://www.myspace.com/popsongromance 

there. Two very good links for keeping your fingers on the jangly 


pulse of pop. 


ARVEL 


! am often asked where our local music 
section is. We don’t have one, but here are 
a dozen recent releases carried at amoeba 

(while supplies last) by a dozen excellent 

bands from the bay area. This BARELY 

scratches the surface... 


Snowblink- Long Live 
Lazarus - Hawk Medicine 


Okay - Huggable Dust 


uw! 
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Thee Oh Sees - The Master’s 
Bedroom is Worth Spending a 
Night In 


Citay - Little Kingdom 
Matt Baldwin - Paths of Ignition 
Sean Smith - Eternal 


Barn Owl - From Our Mouths a 
Perpetual Light 


Sic Alps - U.S. EZ 
Wooden Shijips - Vol. | 


Wymond and His Spirit Chil- 
dren - 3 E.P. Set: Earth Has Doors, 
Living Yeshua, & Ascend My Love, 
Ascend 


Joseph Childress - Split w/ The 
White White Quilt 


Tip: 
You can watch rad videos of touring and local bay area bands 
here: http://www.youtube.com/user/theamericanopry 


AUDRA 


Master of disguise. 


Spaced - The Complete Series - 
Directed by Edgar Wright 


It’s good to know that the U.K. has slackers too. 


Forbidden Hollywood Collection, 
Vol. 2 


A collection of five pre-code broilers. If you like the 
idea of Barbara Stanwyck unleashed, this series is 
for you. Get Vol. | too. 


Darjeeling Limited - 

Directed by Wes Anderson 

Like every Wes Anderson production, the sound- 
track is excellent and the family relationships are 
depicted with just the right amount of awkwardness 
and discomfort. If none of that works for you, see it 
for the beautiful cinematography. 












jill Tracy - 
The Bittersweet 


Constrain 

Jill Tracy’s slinky cabaret songs 
are both dark and catchy... 
you'll find yourself singing along 
during songs about stalkers and 
historical torture implements. 


BENZ 


headphones on. 


The Hold Steady - 


Stay Positive 

Always great, as expected. Big riffs. 
Positive Jams. Killer parties. | will play 
this one to death too. 


Syclops - I’ve Got My 

Eye On You 

A round up of mostly previously- 
released material by Maurice Fulton’s 
Syclops alias. Despite the dubious back- 
story that this is the work of a live trio 
from Finland, this is unmistakably Fulton. 
Weirdo synth workouts, loose chopped 
drums, and a healthy dose of disco and 
jazz fusion make for a rewarding and rare 
full-length release from one of the oddest 
characters in contemporary dance music. 
Don’t miss his always-on-fire Bubbletease 
Communications podcast either! 


Stimming - Funkworm EP 

Hamburg’s Diynamic label really caught my ear this 
year. They put out the kind of melodic, emotive tech- 
house that | can’t seem to get enough of. Check out 
their string of quality releases by H.O.S.H., Solomun, 
Stimming & Einmusik, Kollektiv Turmstrasse and 
more. This EP by Stimming from 2007 is probably 
my favorite. 


Joan Of Arc - Boo! Human 

Years later and I’m still on board. This might be a 
little more accessible than usual, but “9/11 2” isn’t 
exactly going to silence the haters. For more Kin- 
sella goodness, check Make Believe’s Goin To The Bone 
Church. 


Resident Advisor Podcast - 


Various Artists 

Check the podcasts at residentadvisor.net for a 
consistent stream of quality DJ mixes from some of 
the most exciting names in dance music. Aeroplane, 
Stimming, Applebim, Triple R, Quiet Village, Richie 
Hawtin, Todd Terje, Pole, Kalabrese, JD Twitch and 
many more have released mixes this year. 4 FREE!!!! 


Tip: 

BAY AREA LOVE: ARTISTS - Tussle, C.LA.W.S., Lazer Sword, 
Ghosts On Tape, Bronze / LABELS - Bersa Discos, Dirtybird / 
PARTIES - Gentleman’s Techno, Tormenta Tropical, Kontrol 


BILLY LEWIS 


The Notwist - The Devil, You 
& Me 


Atmosphere - When Life 
Gives You Lemons, You Paint 
That Shit Gold 


Flogging Molly - Float 


BILLY LUDLOW 


Sleeping is the only love. 


Silver Jews - Lookout 


Mountain, Lookout Sea 
First of all | just want to mention that, 
in my humble opinion, David Berman 
is the greatest living lyricist.There, it’s out there. 
To describe this album would not do it justice, and 
with my inarticulate ways you’d think its just another 
alt-country, hole-in-the-head indie-rock album. Let 
me just say this: | came very very late to the Silver 
Jews game but after hearing this album | promptly 
bought their whole discography. There you go. 


Why? - Alopecia 

This was the most dangerous album I’ve experienced 
this year. By that | mean it didn’t leave the turntable 
for weeks at a time and | was certain | was gonna 
play it out. And | did. But a few days later I’d try it 
out again and start the whole scenario over. Again, 
there’s no labeling that'll do it justice. Simpletons say 
it’s “Hip-Hop” because he speaks/sings his lyrics, but 
then it’s “Indie” because he’s got some dudes behind 
him playing traditional instruments. Whatever. I’ve 
been following him since his somewhat solo Oak- 


— landazulasylum album 
™ and have been pleasantly 
surprised ever since, and 
“this seems to be the first 
fully realized album as a 
band. Interesting songwriting/ 
producing with brutally honest 
and clever lyrics. Just listen. 








\ 
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Odd Nosdam - Pretty 
Swell Explode 


| read a review somewhere that 
labeled his genre (although, thus 
far, he is a genre unto himself) 
as “shoegangster”. | don’t say 
this very often about reviews 
but...l agree. Lush, fuzzed-out 
melodies over mean, head- 
nodding beats. Somewhere 
between My Bloody Valen- 
* tine, Flying Saucer Attack and 
Dr. Dre. An amazing collection 
of unreleased and remixes. Also check out his last 
proper full length Level Live Wires. 


Grouper - Dragging a Dead Deer 
Up a Hill 

| can’t really put into words what makes this album 
as hauntingly beautiful as it is, but | CAN say it IS 
haunting...and beautiful. Songs are simple, hazy and 
full of atmosphere - the aural equivalent of hiding 
under the covers and popping painkillers. On this 
release Liz Harris writes pieces that could best be 
described and the lo-fi, dream-pop middle ground 
between Slowdive and Mojave 3. If that doesn’t ex- 
cite you then take a listen to the track “Invisible” 
(’'m sure you can find it on myspace or some junk). 
If that one doesn’t excite you then you’re hopeless. 
Kidding...sort of. 


OMD - Dazzle Ships (remastered 


reissue) 

Remastered or not, own this album in any form you 
can! Sometimes even to be found in the clearance 
vinyl, Kiddies. The original release came out when | 
was two freakin’ years old (1983) and can STILL hold 
its own against the Hot Chip’s, The Faint’s, ect. of 
which it paved the way for today (note: absolutely 
no disrespect to the aforementioned bands, btw). 
An amazing balance of cold (yet rich), sequenced 
electronic production with warm, human vocals and 
feeling. McCluskey belts it out like no other on “In- 
ternational”. 


Tip: 
Dear Tim Hecker, Please release more music. Sincerely, Billy 
Ludlow. 


BRIAN 


can’t talk...eating... 


Last Shadow Puppets - Age Of 
The Understatement 


Shearwater - Rook 


Throw Me The Statue - 
Moonbeams 


Plants & Animals - Parc Avenue 


Frightened Rabbit - 
Midnight Organ Fight 


BRIAN 


Brian “Mighty” McCall 
(.....but really just an easy wanderer) 


Paavoharju - Laulu Laakson 
Kukista 


If you’re serious about sound (and i don’t necessarily 
mean musical sounds), field recordings, pastiche, and 
even film; if you seek that playfulness and spontane- 
ity present in all the best Scandinavian laptop folk; 
if you expect a great deal from every new musical 
purchase; or, if you just wanna be totally blown away 
by said new musical purchase---then you really need 
to hear this record. it makes panda bear’s ‘person 
pitch’ look quaint, by comparison. 


0 (aka Mika Vainio) - Oleva 


minimal mind melt 


Svarte Greiner - Til Seters 

Super dark ambient + modern classical. The very 
first moments tell you everything you need to know. 
After just five seconds, i was like, “holy f*cking sh*t 
this is deep.’ And that’s just the A side. The B side 
contains a 20 minute field recording (ill leave the or- 
igins a secret, and let me add that i blissfully strolled 
in and out of it). This is soooo000 good. Comes ina 
gorgeous cardboard box, with photograph and card- 
board insert. This label is very serious about music. 


J. Dilla & J.Rocc - Thank You J. 
Dilla, Act 2 


J.Rocc rocks a party like nobody else on the planet. 


He always drops the deepest, dopest, and most men- 
tal vibes, and this selection just kills it every time. All 
the baddest Dilla tunes, over 70 minutes, including 
Slum Village’s ridiculous “Fall in Love” (Good Vibes) 
-- currently selling for gobs on ebay.Whenever | take 
long bike rides, | put this on repeat....essential listen- 


ing! 


Kevin Drumm - 


Imperial Distortion 

Save this for those early morning walks in the desert. 
Plenty of subtle melodies swirling beneath a thick 
cloud of foamy drone. Six sprawling pieces across 
two discs. No thought required. 


Tip: 
“Everywhere is within walking distance, if you have the time.” 


CHRIS 


Mudhoney - The Lucky Ones 
The band is 20 years old and still releasing great al- 
bums. 


Adam Balbo - Big Kid Now 


A great local singer/songwriter who’s songs just 
keep getting better and better. 


REM - Accelerate 


Their best album since New Adventures In Hi-Fi. 


Free Kitten - Inherit 
Great band, great songs, and an even better name. 


And If Your Hands Were Metal, 
That Would Mean Something - 
Say Your Name Right 


The moon landing was a hoax. Plus there’s more... 


SKWRLY D 


The grass ain’t greener, the wine ain’t 
sweeter either side of the hill. 


Mort Garson/Jacques Wilson/ 
Bernard Krause - The Wozard Of 


Iz-An Electronic Odyssey 

The Wizard of Oz run through a blender full of Jim 
Jones Purple Kool-Aid, spiked with a liberal dose of 
strychnine to give you that permabaked smile most 
recently sported by Heath Ledger in this summers 
biggest movie. | recommend searching out a copy of 
Meco’s discofied take on the same material to bal- 


ance things out afterwards. Tip of the hat to Ryan 
Boucher for turning me on to this years ago. To be 
able to experience this on CD is almost too much. 
Psych reissue of the year. 


lan Matthews - If You Saw Thro’ 
My Eyes 

Previously only available as a pricey Japanese import, 
this is the former Fairport Conventioneer’s finest 
solo effort and probably my favorite morning album 
of the last few months. 


StuntRock - Directed by 


Brian Trenchard Smith 

Everybody always wants to know what it’s like 
working at Amoeba...| think this next story of how 
| stumbled onto this film and made it it my current 
obsession will give you some idea of just how much 
fun it is. As soon as | came into work one recent 
Friday afternoon, three or four of my co-workers 
sought me out to get my opinion on a topic of hot 
discussion that day...did | think the gentleman shop- 
ping the 45’s might be one James Patrick Page, Zep- 
pelin legend and guitar god? Robert Plant had passed 
through the store a year or so before, it could be 
possible... | snuck a quick glance from the info coun- 
ter and dismissed the notion it could actually be him. 
This guy’s hair seemed too long, he was really tan 
and besides, he was by himself. Jimmy Page would 
have a least a goon or two to ward off the punters. 
A few more comrades ventured their opinions that 
yes, this might actually be him. | decided to casu- 
ally stroll by on an unnecessary trip to the receiving 
room and get a good close-up looksie for myself . As 
| was doing so, someone finally had the chutzpah to 
go up to this guy and ask him if in fact he 
was Jimmy Page and would he sign some- 
thing. | arrived on the scene just in time 
to hear a voice | know from thousands 
of hours of listening to 45minute ver- 
sions of Dazed and Confused say that 
no, he was not Jimmy Page and he’d be 
an idiot if he said he was because he’d 
have to leave in ten minutes. Holy Shit! 
Jimmy Page in the house! After deflect- 
ing off a few other inquiries, he began 
to relax a bit and ended up staying 
for 2 or 3 hours in the 45 section. 
The staff was all abuzz... A few 

days later he came back and 
spent 3 or 4 more hours in 
the blues section and people 
were like Jimmy Page was here 
again! By the time he came in 
for the fourth time in a week, 
it was Jimmy Page was here 
again...oh yeah, did you ask 
him to sign the Godzilla 
soundtrack? Did you go 
upand ask him “Dude 
you know how when you 
climbed that mountain in 
















the Song Remains The Same and you got all old and 
shit and turned into that hermit/wizard dude...Dude 
How'd you do that?” And out pops Jacob with a 
reference to this movie, StuntRock. None of us in 
the DVD Department had any idea of what he was 
talking about, which is unusual giving the collective 
knowledge contained in our brains. Five minutes lat- 
er, after viewing the trailer on YouTube, | had a new 
mission in this life...to spread the gospel of StuntRock, 
possibly the greatest movie of alltime. 


Man Of The West - 
Directed by Anthony Mann 


The last ,and one of the best of Anthony Mann’s 
groundbreaking 1950’s Westerns. There has been a 
great deal of Mann’s work released in the last year; 
we are excited about this and have added him to our 
Classic Directors section. Come see us in the DVD 
room to learn more about this unheralded master 
of Cinema! 


Fall Of The Roman Empire - 
Directed by Anthony Mann 









Van Halen - 
December 22, 2007 


Oakland Coliseum 
Maybe the best live reunion 
show ever. So often these 
things are pure nostal- 
gia fests with only a wisp 

of once was, but this was 
the Mighty Van Halen reborn 
(| don’t care what you say 
about Wolfie.) It may have all 

been show, but wasn’t David Lee Roth 

always the premier showman of rock and roll? Eddie 
shreded, Alex tore it up,no songs from the Hagar era... 
This wasn’t just a reunion... Like Roth said, “It’s a god- 
damn fucking miracle.” Hallelujah. 


Streets Of San Francisco 

Season 2,Volume I = 

A Quinn Martin Production 

The best Quinn Martin production of a four act tele- 
play with an epilog ever! Seriously, | think this show 
holds up really well 35 years later, and I'd say that 
even if | didn’t live here and doubly love it for the 
100 percent filmed on location aspect. For extra 
fun, take a drink every time Karl Malden calls Micheal 
Douglas, “Buddy Boy.” 


Blast of Silence - 
Directed by 
Allen Baron 


Films Of A Radical Saint - 
Directed by Emile De Antonio 


So essential I’m not even going to tell you about it. 
Just buy it and remember a time when standing up 
for your constitutional rights was the noble thing 
to do. Poltical filmmaking at its absolute best... Con- 
sidering the context of the times they were made, 
some of the most mindblowingly prescient docu- 
mentaries ever made. Damn, | wasn’t going to say 
anything. Just buy it. Now. You’re welcome. 


Todd Rundgren - Arena 


Rosebud - Discoballs 

Wigged out Eurodisco tribute to Pink Floyd from 
the 70’s makes it onto CD at last. These are the 
endtimes. Party down. 


Anthony Phillips - The Geese and 
the Ghost 


A real gem of a solo Genesis album , with co-creator 

Mike Rutherford at his best , and Phil Col- 
lins on a few vocals. Elizabethan Rock for 
absent tea parties. The Gabriel era remas- 
ters are about to hit the street as we go to 
press...tune in next time! Same Batwing 
time , same Batwing channel. 


Orson Welles - 
Your Obedient 
Servant 


The incomparable Orson in 
his purest element...radio. 


DJ 


Cashier/Team******"***Receiving 


Animal Collective - Water Curses 

| know how my parents felt the first time they heard 
the Beach Boys. Strange and soothing songs that are 
glitchy, warped, deranged instruments wonderfully 
mixed with gorgeous melodies. 


| DON’T FEEL AT HOME IN THIS 
WORLD ANYMORE - 


Various Artists 

Beautiful and engaging immigrant Folk music record- 
ed in America between 1927-1948. Released only 
on LP by Mississippi Records. 


Also from Mississippi Records: 
Life is a Problem- Various Artists- 
Skip James 


The Black Angels - Directions To 
See A Ghost 


Spaced-out fuzzy psychedelic awesomeness!!! 


HEALTH - Health 

Health’s self-titled album runs more along the noise/ 
indie rock side of the spectrum; but this band will 
not be pigeon-holed. HEALTH/DISCO is a hefty col- 
lection of remixes and collaborations with the likes 
of Crystal Castles and Toxic Avenger. 


Parts And Labor - Receivers 

The band’s third release on JAGJAGUWAR has 
hopes of being more mature and expansive. Soaring 
anthems with a massive sound of keyboards, guitars 
and of course Joe Wong's signature percussion. 


DAVID JAMES 


Used Product Buyer 


Nigeria Rock Special - 
Various Artists 


Nicole Mitchell & the Black 
Earth Ensemble - Xenogenesis 
Suite- A Tribute to Octavia Butler 


Nigeria Disco Funk Special - 
Various Artists 


Getachew Mekurya & The Ex-Live 
- DVD 


TRIZZAE (A.K.A. 
DJ TRAECERATOPS) 


WWWRAAAAARRRE!!! 


Erykah Badu - New Amerykah 
Part One (4th World War) 


You’ve heard of Erykah Badu before. You’ve also 
probably heard some of her music. Her latest al- 
bum New Amerykah Part One is not so much a 
departure from what you’ve heard before, it’s far 
better categorized as an evolution. It is certainly dif- 
ferent from her earlier works, and those who have 
heard the first single “Honey” off of the newish al- 
bum might be surprised at how different the rest 
of it is. Just imagine Sa-Ra (check them out if you 
haven’t already) meets J-Dilla meets Madlib meets 


Parliment-Funkadelic and you'll be on the right track. 


New Amerykah Part One is one of four albums to be 
released in the near future. I’m gonna go ahead and 
recommend all four based on what I’ve heard so far 
on the first one. Do yourself a favor and pick it up. 
Also pick up Worldwide Underground (her preivious 
and much slept on release). You’re welcome. 


Rob & Big - Directed by Rob 
Dyrdek and Christopher ‘Big 
Black’? Boykin 


Alright, so for three seasons this pro skater (Rob 
Dyrdek) and his friend/bodyguard Big Black hang 
out and find crazy things to do. They buy and do 
insane and less-than-intelligent things (i.e. buy a mini 
horse, purchase a fleet of micro r/c helicopters to 
crash, break some Guinness Book World Records, 
street skate, etc..) all with a camera crew following. 
It comes off as reality T.V., but it’s actually somewhat 
of a hybrid. Like so-called “reality” television, many 
of the episodes are setup and planned out and are 
fantastic because of it. You walk away laughing and 
really liking the two main characters and most of 
their friends and family (especially Meaty). It’s great 
mindless television that doesn’t set out to harm 
anyone (except for Drama, Rob’s cousin/assistant. 
They do him dirty, son). 1 only wish they had more 
episodes. Seriously, you gotta check this out and DO 
WORK, SON! 


Training Day - 

Directed by Antoine Fuqua 

Wait wait wait... just listen for a sec. | know you 
think you’ve seen Training Day... but have you re- 
ally seen Training Day??? | mean, have you watched 
it for the non-stop barrage of excellent and totally 
insane one-liners?? Come on dog, make a decision... 
make a decision (and that decision should be to 
buy a cheap used copy of Training Day to have on 
hand when the need arrives). You don’t even have 
to watch the whole movie! That’s what’s soo cool 
about it! You just pop it in and randomly skip to a 
scene and DAMN!!! Did he just say/do that??!! And 
with a devious smile no less! Alonzo Harris (Denzel 
Washington’s academy award winning character) is 
comic book bad and so great for it. Training Day is 
also one of the few movies shot in the Los Angeles 
that most people who are actually from there would 
recognize (sorry valley folks, but Anehiem and Sher- 
man Oaks ARE NOT Los Angeles). They've got The 
Jungle, East Los, the 10/110 interchange, you name 
it...man | miss L.A. Snoop Dogg is in the movie too 
by the way (along with Dr. Dre). Go and get it. 


Pete Rock & C.L. Smooth - 


Mecca and the Soul Brother 

| don’t care how many times | recommend this 
album. | will continue to shout the gospel of Mecca 
and the Soul Brother until my voice takes a perma- 
nent vacation. This is what Hip-Hop is supposed to 
be about. Not that bulls#@% that you're being force 
fed on a daily bases by the same three multi-national 





conglomerate corporations that own 99% of all tele- 
vision and radio stations. | hope they have a copy of 
this album inside that Smithsonian museum because 
since it came out in 1992, I’ve had a hard time finding 
another album that | can put in and listen to from 
start to finish without a single glitch or hiccup. It’s as 
near to perfect as | can think of, and | don’t think that 
I’m laying it on too thick. If you have this record, tape 
or CD at home, go and put it on and sit back and 
tell me I’m lying. If you don’t have it, shame on you. 
| won’t hold it against you, but you need to go out 
and get it and then come back and thank me. You’re 
welcomed in advance ©. 


Prince - Prince 

His second album released in late ‘79. This is one of 
my favorite Prince albums. It has all of my favorite 
tracks, “Sexy Dancer’, “| Wanna be your Lover”, and 
the better version (sorry Chaka, you know | still love 
you) of “I Feel for You.” If you need to feel good, this 
is a great album to have around. 


Tip: 

Log off and go down to your local record shop and buy some 
quality musical ish! Hold it in your hand, smell it, and know that 
you've done the right thing. Peace. 


DON MEGA 


Floor Manager 
Hey, I’m going to Taco Bell, anyone want 
anything? 


Yvonne Fair - The Bitch Is Black 

Available now, for the first time on CD.This is one of 
the best soul LP’s of all time. She was a session singer 
for the JB’s. Her voice is so raw with power. This 
cult collectible had a very controversial cover, which 
seems tame by today’s standards. It’s funky and sultry 
with a cool ’70s vibe. This one is not to be missed!!! 


In Bruges - DVD 


Madonna - Hard Candy 
What can | say? Again, she puts out a disc of GREAT 
dance music. This will keep you sticky & sweet while 


on the dance floor. Standout tracks are:“Miles Away,” 
“She’s Not Me” and “Give It 2 Me.” 


Carla Bruni - Comme Si De Rien 
N’Etait 

This reminds me of Paris; sitting in a sidewalk cafe, 
eating croissants. It’s a nice light and breezy CD.Very 
romantic. 


Hercules & the Love Affair - 


Hercules & the Love Affair 

This is a great CD. Featuring Antony, of Antony & 
the Johnsons, bringing us the disco revolution, once 
again. 


DONNELL 


Getatchew Mekuria & The Ex 
& Guests - Moa Anbessa 


Nicole Mitchells Black Earth 
Ensemble - Xenogenesis Suite: 
A Tribute to Octavia Butler 


Corey Wilkes - Drop It 


Jean Grae & 9th Wonder - 
Jeanius 


Kirikou And The Wild Beast - 
Directed by Benedicte Galup and 
Didier Brunier 


Five Centimeters Per Second - 
Directed by Makoto Shinkai 


Paprika - 
Directed by Satoshi Kon 


Billy Harper - Blueprints Of Jazz 
Vol. 2 


Sun Ra - Sleeping Beauty 


Flying Lotus - Los Angeles 


Esperanza Spalding - Esperanza 


The Ipanemas - Call of the Gods 


Gandahar - 
Directed by René Laloux 


Galaxy Railways Box Set 
(Viridian Collection) - 
Directed by Leiji Matsumoto 


The Book of the Dead - Directed 
by Kihachiro Kawamoto 


Cannonball Adderley - 
Soul Zodiac 


Lorez Alexandria - 
For Swingers Only 


Avishai Cohen Trio - 
Gently Disturbed 


Bobby Hutcherson - Head On 


The Bennie Maupin Quartet - 
Early Reflections 


The Roots - Rising Down 


Sahib Shihab and the Danish 
Radio Jazz Orchestra - 

Sahib Shihab and the Danish Radio 
Jazz Orchestra 


Louis Smith Quintet - Smithville 


Brian Blade Fellowship - 
Season of Changes 


SPROUTS 


Blast Of Silence - 
Directed by Allen Baron 


Criterion Collection DVDs and Laserdiscs have 
maintained a regular and expanding presence in my 
video collection since | began collecting movies for 
the simple fact that | like the notion of overarching 
nerdiness the label implies; beyond that, however, | 
find that the folks behind the Criterion brand still 
have a terrific sense of joy in film discovery and 
viewing, to go with the near-pathological care and 
research they invest into their DVD releases. Cases 
in point: Blast Of Silence and Classe Tous Risques. 


Blast Of Silence. This little-known low-budget film 
noir is short, only 77 minutes, but packs enough 
mean emotional power to keep scenes playing in 
my head months after my initial viewing of the film. 
The New York City location shots are really neat 
snapshots of the town circa 1961, and the flow of 
the “human drama” and “brutal crime picture” el- 
ements are handled very well. Allen Baron stars in 
front and behind the screen by not only appearing as 
the main character, Frank Bono, but he also directed 
and wrote the feature, to boot. He plays Frank Bono 
as a disconsolately bitter and pathologically lonely 
contract killer who’s traveled back home to perform 
a murder around Christmas time. This brings him 
involuntarily into contact with childhood friends, a 
wrongly calculated evaluation of his existence, and 
- as must happen in a life as ruthless as the one he 
lives, tragic consequences for all involved. 


Omniscient voice-over provided by Lionel Stander 
[the great gravel-voiced palooka you may know 
better as Max, the butler from Hart To Hart does 
much of the exposition and revealing of Frank’s in- 
ner workings. To be fair, the acting on the part of all 
involved (with the exception of Larry Tucker as the 
gross and sleazy illicit-gun broker) isn’t of the classic 
stage tradition, but then this movie doesn’t aspire 
to such a thing. Criterion’s blurbs make a point of 
the “stripped-down narrative with mechanical preci- 


sion;” and indeed, it wham-bams from the intricate 
logistics of assassinating a mobster to Frank’s painful 
attempts at re-establishing a sense of humanity; as 
when he clumsily tries seducing the sister of one 
of those childhood friends he’s left emotionally so 
very far behind, it feels very true to the brutish and 
ignorant existence of our pal Frank Bono. | imag- 
ine Allen Baron would be very comfortable if a Sam 
Fuller or John Cassavetes had been around to direct 
his screenplay, since they, I’m sure, would’ve “gotten” 
the feel of what Baron was attempting to achieve. 
So, | like the movie, sure, but the Criterion touch 
is straight-up Midas: the DVD includes an interview 
with the lovably talkative and opinionated Allen Bar- 
on from the ‘90s, as well as a documentary 

of him visiting and describing the filming, 
shot-for-shot, of the streets, apartments, 
restaurants and other locales he used in 
the film. Amazing stuff. 


Classe Tous Risques - 
Directed by Claude Sautet 


Classe Tous Risques. From Claude Sautet, the di- 
rector of weepy sentimental “Frenchy” art films 
like A Heart InWinter and Cesar et Rosalie, we have 
a compelling portrait of the pain and resignation 
when one man realizes that he’s lost everything 
of any consequence. Oh yeah, it’s a crime flick 
filled with robberies, beatings, chases, shooting, 
murders, betrayal, AND Jean-Paul Belmondo. 
The cause and executor of all the mayhem (ex- 
cept for Belmondo) | just told you about? Our 
hero, Abel Davos, played by the one and only 
Lino Ventura, that’s who. 


There’s something telling about the emo- 
tional disconnect in men (and they’re almost 
always men in the movies) who maintain 
outwardly “normal” existences with 
wives and children but 
are cold and ruthless as 
their profession demands, 
when the “profession” is 
gangster and racketeer. Classe Tous 

Risques is a terse summing of the cost of 
maintaining that separation and the crushing of one’s 
sense of family, loyalty and obligation. Abel Davos is, 
as the opening narration tells us, a crime boss long 
on the run from a judicial death sentence - towing a 
wife and two growing sons from identity to identity 
and town to town for years, then he finally decides 
that his number has come up, and attempts one last, 
knowingly vain, attempt to elude the law. 


The dialogue and story is tense and lean with, at 
least to my mind, not one superfluous moment in 
the story. Lino Ventura dominates the movie (he, if 
| remember correctly, is in almost every scene) and 
is incredible and entirely believable as a man who 
ostensibly loves his wife, children and truly appre- 






























ciates the camaraderie of bandits, understands the 
peril he and his family are in but too late realizes that 
times and attitudes for most have changed and that 
his time of reckoning has finally come. Jean-Paul Bel- 
mondo has an affecting role as a young thief reluc- 
tantly hired by Abel’s former cohorts to drive Abel 
and his family across France who still respects the 
old-school of criminal honor and is the only willing 
friend Abel will find as he runs his life out. 


Yes, he runs his life out. There is nothing resembling a 

happy ending to this one for anyone.And the abrupt 

voice-over at the close is a sharp slap of reality. It’s 

tough and emotionally brutal from start to finish like 

a good crime melodrama should be. Oui, | love the 
old French crime flicks. 


The story and screenplay for Classe Tous 

Risques are by José Giovanni, a French 

pardoned death-row inmate who, after 
his release, wrote crime novels based 
on his and other criminals’ life stories, his 
story, Le Trou, and the movie based on it 

is one of the great “escape” yarns, bar none. 
The Criterion edition of Classe Tous Risques comes 
strapped with interviews with Lino Ventura, the 
author José Giovanni and documentaries on the 
director, Claude Sautet. 


Rambo - 
Directed by Sly Stallone 


Rambo. Sometimes the only thing more profound 
for me than French existential angst and ennui is 
watchin’ fools get smoked with a .50 caliber anti- 
tank gun. That’s who and what Rambo was made 
for. In Sylvester Stallone’s (he co-wrote, stars and 
directed) “revisionist” actioner he finds himself 
resurrecting his John Rambo from the grave of 
‘80s paranoia in a role akin to John Wayne in The 
Searchers, but driving a film lacking the humor, 
high drama, tenderness or basic humanity of 
John Ford’s classic. Ford, however, never 
found a script or the personal moxie to 
feature disembowelment and 
bare handed throat tear- 
ing as pivotal dramatic 
elements. So, yes, | actu- 
ally am recommending Rambo for what it is: a re- 
gressive, infantile revenge fantasy for the worst type 
of reactionary American sensibilities masquerading 
very poorly as a “positive message” explosives-and- 
machete fest. | haven’t laughed so hard at the movies 
in a long time. | would wager that the script was 
conceived, planned and typed up in the time it’s tak- 
en me to type up this review, so poor is the set-up, 
dialogue and plotting. Thankfully and mercifully, Stal- 
lone and his editors are/were smart enough to cut 
out any footage not directly building up anticipation 
for the incredibly long and viscerally overwhelming 
climax [and | choose my words carefully, mind you] 
of dismemberment and computer-generated human 
body explosions. 


The basic plot involves some do-gooding Christian 
missionaries, savage Burmese army soldiers, a coldly 
sadistic (and, in my favorite cop to old-school Hol- 
lywood villainy, very likely homosexual-oh, the hor- 
ror!) Burmese army captain, some mean mercenar- 
ies and Stallone’s now-meditative but still cynical and 
over-wound (AND pumped to a ridiculous degree 
on human growth “vitamins”) warrior torn by the 
struggle between his renunciation of, uh, well, some- 
thing or other and his desire to save the nice white 
people - especially the pretty one - from the bad 
people who want to hurt them. So, what’s the tally? 
Rambo uses a big knife, a bunch of arrows, his own 
steroidal mitts and a very, very big gun to achieve 
peace with himself and the world through extreme 
violence.Watch it, | dare you. Oh yes, use the subtitle 
feature on your player every time Stallone speaks 
for | could not understand a single word out of his 
impressively buffed out mush-mouth - word to the 
wise. And on a final note, keep watching the inter- 
net skies for the “Director’s Special Edition Cut” of 
Rambo that Sly keeps promising he’s working on. 


Tip: 

Kick out the burritos, motherfuckers. El Castillito is what | rock 
when | get my hunger jam on. Stop watching television and 
renew your library card. Now! 





EDGARDO 


Beverly Kenney - Sings For 
Johnny Smith 


Beverly Kenney, an overlooked vocalist from the 
1950’s, debuted with this (original) 1956 Roost re- 
lease. Ms. Kenney’s unique style plus Johnny Smith’s 
cool accompaniment produce a charming and 
thoroughly enjoyable jazz vocal release that really 
grooves! 


Club 8 - The Friend | Once Had 


(reissue) 

A recent re-release of this sometimes hard-to-find 
classic indie pop title now with six bonus tracks. 
Catchy melodic danceable pop. 


Varttina: Archive Live - DVD 


A well-produced live concert celebrating the 20th 
anniversary of this enigmatic world music ensemble. 
Their hallmark modal vocal harmonies, odd-meter 
time signatures and Finnish flair are on full display in 
this wonderful video. (*Please note: this import-only 
DVD is in the PAL format, not NTSC.) 


L’Oiseau Innumérable 

Composer: Thierry Pécou and 
Jean-Philippe Rameau 

Artists: Alexandre Tharaud 
(piano) / Andrea Quinn (cond.) / 
Ensemble Orchestral 


de Paris 

Exciting 20th (2Ist?) Century compositions for 
Piano & Orchestra, Piano Solo and Keyboards. 
Modern French with hints of Stravinsky, Debussy/ 
Ravel and Busoni combine to produce dynamic yet 
accessible compositions lucidly presented. A first- 
class performance and recording! 


Arias de Zarzuelas 

Composer: José de Nebra 
Artists: Maria Bayo (soprano) / 
Eduardo Lopez Banzo (dir.) / 
Al Ayre Espafol 


Authentic performances by one of Spain’s top clas- 
sical singers and premier early music ensembles of 
selected works by José de Nebra, one of the masters 
of the Spanish Baroque. Fans of the Baroque period, 
especially Baroque Opera, will find much to like in 
this superb collection.Very beautiful and elegant! 


ERICAN APPAREL 


The Kidcrash - Heavy Nugs 
and Heady Chugs Split 7” With 
L’Antietam 


The Notwist - The Devil, You and 
Me 


Geskia - Silent 77 


City of a Hundred Spires - 
Graveyard of Ships 


Flying Lotus - Los Angeles 


The Gaslamp Killer - | Spit on 
Your Grave 


No Age - Nouns 


Amplive - 
Rainydayz Remixes 











Ringo Deathstarr - 
Ringo Deathstarr 


Debruit - Coupe Decale 


Loma Prieta - Last City 


Tip: Local acts you should check out: Lazer Sword, 
Deathroes, Quitter (Build A 28 & Ben Sandoval), 
Joseph Childress, Beaten By Them 


ERIN 


Don’t call me sweetie. 


Pierrot le fou Criterion 
Collection release - Di- 
rected by Jean Luc Godard 


Godard is my favorite filmmaker. Pierrot le fou 
is my favorite of his films. This movie is as close 

to poetry as movies get. Starring the beautiful, 
bewitching, magnetic Anna Karina, this is a hybrid 
of love story/gangster, movie/political critique. It’s 
also totally great to look at. French new wave - it’s 
the best! 


Portishead - Third 

So, this is Portishead’s first new album in a really long 
time, and its great. They somehow managed to com- 
pletely change their sound while still sounding like 
themselves. This is probably partly due to Beth Gib- 
bons’s unmistakably haunting voice. | got really ex- 
cited the first time | listened to it because | thought 
it sounded like Can! 


Liz Phair - Exile In Guyville 


15th Anniversary Reissue 
Maybe its kind of cheating to include a reissue, but | 
don’t care. This album has stood the test of time. Liz 


Phair is (was?) fierce, funny, and super smart; and if 
you don’t own this album, shame on you! 


Spiritualized - Songs in A & E 
Spiritualized is Jason Pierce, aka J. Spacemen (of 
Spacemen 3). If you’re familiar with any of these 
names, you know what to expect. This is orchestral, 
dreamy and swirling rock ‘n’ roll about life, death, 
love and taking drugs. 


Lil Wayne - Tha Carter III 
A MILLIA MILLIA MILLI A MILLI!!! 


Tip: 
Check out the band, Nodzzz.They are local dudes who play su- 
perfun, energetic 60s style garage. Their shows are a good time. 


ESTEN 


John Tchicai and Cadentia 
Nova Danica - Afrodisiaca 


Lisle Ellis - Sucker Punch 
Requiem 


Sergey Kuryokhin - 
Absolutely Great! 


Conlon Nancarrow 
- Studies for 
Player Piano 


Amadou & Mariam - 
Dimanche A Bamako 


FRED 


For this Top Five | decided to list my five favorite local 
Punk Rock LP’s, of the last six months. 


SHOTWELL - Patriot 

The new studio album of one of San Francisco’s best 
and longest standing punk bands. After 15 years of 
making music this stands out as probably their best 
recording yet. Best record of 2008! 


THE REACTION - Right Now 
Straight up rock ‘n’ roll with a MOD influence. A 
total shredder, for sure! 


THE TRADITIONAL FOOLS - 


Self Titled 


Billy Childish with a punk edge. Refreshing to even 
the most jaded rock ‘n’ roller. 


FLESHIES - Baby 


Awesome reissue of the Fleshies first album. Total 
’90s East Bay influenced mayhem. 


SONGS FOR MOMS - The Worse 
It Gets The Better 


All-girl three-piece local band. Bitter sweet songs 
that will ring in your head for days. Tuneful harmo- 
nies and raging guitar! 


GABRIEL 


It’s a REE Aworld. | just live here. 


Hajime Kuburagi - Stray Cat 
Rock: Sex Hunter/Bad Girl Mako 


Hotwax & Trax present another fine CD of sound- 
track music composed by Hajime Kuburagi. Most of 
the music is from the Nikkatsu productions of Stray 
Cat Rock: Sex Hunter, starring Meiko Kaji (Female 
Convict Scorpion) and Bad Girl Mako, starring Junko 
Natsu. Jazzy, rockin’ and totally awesome. Mostly 
instrumental. Look for it in the SF JPOP section un- 
der YAKUZA LOUNGE. 


Aesthetics of a Bullet: The World 
of Sadao Nakajima - 


Various Artists 

A collection of songs from the brutal films of Sadao 
Nakajima. Featuring songs by Ichiro Araki, Takeo 
Yamashita and Meiko Kaji’s heart wrenching version 


of “Jeans Blues” from the film Jeans Blues: No Future. 


Great packaging and full of pop, rock, jazz, and Enka 
(a melodramattic Japanese traditional style). Find it 
in the SF JPOP section under YAKUZA LOUNGE. 


Emile de Antonio: Radical Saint - 
Directed by Emile de Antonio 


A collection of four films from one of America’s 
most important documentary filmmakers. Start- 
ing with Year of the Pig, his 1968 anti-Vietnam War 
takes a no holds barred approach to America’s for- 


eign and scorched earth policies. 1970's Millhouse: 


AWhite Comedy is a blistering indictment of Richard 
Nixon.Watch Dick fight spies, communists, and even 
journalists in this funny yet scary look at very ugly 
man who wanted to be president. Released three 
years before his resignation! 1975’s Underground is 


an interesting interview with core members of the 
then fugitive Weather Underground. This film lead 
to de Antonio’s footage being subpoenaed by the 
FBI. De Antonio and his fellow filmmakers drew the 
support of Hollywood and were able to repeal the 
subpoenas based on the First Amendment. While 
the film is more of a stylized time capsule it is still 
worth your time. Watch it with Siegel and Green’s 
The Weather Underground for a look at late 60s and 
’70s radicalism at it’s finest. 1989’s Mr. Hoover and | 
is an autobiography of sorts. De Antonio looks at 
his relationship with the FBI by perusing the some 
10,000 pages of documents collected on the order 
of America’s only cross dressing closeted chief of 
secret police. 


Mr. Warmth: The Don Rickles 
Project - Directed by John Landis 


For anyone who is fan of funny. 


Payday - Directed by Daryl Duke 

Rip Torn plays a country western singer hellbent on 
destruction. This booze chugging, line snorting, pill 
poppin’, pot smoking, women chasin’ good ole boy 
can’t seem to handle success. Rip Torn is brilliant; 
second only to his performance in Coming Apart. See 
Rip as he cuts loose and rallies against the world and 
everyone around him. Watch this with Abel Ferrra’s 
Bad Lieutenant and have a great night. 


Tip: Go see The Fresh & Onlys and The Sandwitches. 





GABBY CABITRON, 
AND A BUNCH OF OTHER 
NAMES THAT DERRICK LIKES 
TO MAKE FUN OF ME WITH. 


SF native, Hip Hop fan, and fixed gear 
enthusiast; you'll see me reorganizing the 
Mac Dre and Lil Wayne sections with a 
mouthful of candy (preferably gumballs), 
and telling customers that “T-Pain is not 
located in Hip Hop, he’s in soul.” 

Oh and I’m one of the five chicks 
who work at Amoeba. 


The Cool Kids - The Bake Sale 

Okay, so at first | was totally skeptical about this 
rap duo that got SUPER popular on Myspace; and 
anyone with such a pompous name like “The Cool 
Kids,” can’t possibly be “COOL.” But they played it 
in the store and | found myself going to info to ask 
who it was and to my surprise it was The Cool Kids! 
If you like The Clipse or old school LL Cool J (think 
of Radio) with lots of lunchroom beats, or like how 
Nero calls them, “Jailhouse beats,’ and aggressive 
rapping then you will definitely love The Cool Kids! 


Johnny Pate - Outrageous 

| had never heard of this guy Johnny Pate before, but 
one day | was putting out Hip Hop CDs and found 
this one in my bin. Clearly this didn’t look like a Hip 
Hop CD but | loved the cover! | wanted to listen 
to it but first | read the back and discovered that 
he composed the soundtracks for Shaft in Africa and 
Brothers on the Run - both are “Blaxploitation” films. 
The album is raw, funky, intelligent and listenable all 
through out. There are full orchestras, jazz drum- 
mers, guitars and even congas! Recently compiled by 
the Dusty Groove label this CD has introduced a 
whole new generation of listeners to funky, gritty 
soul. 


Jay-Z, Cut Creator$, Muro - 


Japanese Gangster 

Taking Jay-Z’s American Gangster album and 
infusing it with Japanese breaks and beats resulted in 
Japanese Gangster. This is the first project produced 
by Japanese duo Cut Creator$ (DJ Souljah and Sui) 
and also DJ Muro. Not a lot of people know who 
they are but after this album | think there will be 
many die hard Hip Hop fans who will! The stand- 
out track is “Hello Brooklyn 3.0” feat. Lil Wayne; 
definitely check this out and don’t sleep on this 
one! 


Bill Cosby presents: Badfoot 
Brown & The Bunions Bradford 
funeral & Marching Band 


| would have never guessed that Mr. Bill Cosby him- 
self was a hipster! (no, not the Ritual coffee drinking 
and fixed gear riding kind, but in the old school jazz 
sense) he actually plays the keyboards on this funky, 
melodic, and dark jazz masterpiece that has been 
recently reissued on Dusty Groove. The second 
track “Hybish Shybish” was actually sampled on A 
Tribe Called Quest song! “Hybish Shybish” is a roller 
coaster ride of speedy drums and then slowed down 
with organs and guitars. It’s an amazing record that 
sounds like you just stumbled onto an impromptu 
jazz session! Check this album out! 


Lil Wayne - Tha Carter III 

The long awaited album from the syzzurp lovin’ 
rapper, Lil Wayne, has finally arrived - and it’s ACTU- 
ALLY good! This guy is a character and that’s what 
Hip Hop has desperately needed since Flavor Flav 
went on to disgracing his impact on rap with his 
Flavor of Love ho fest. Weezy raps about whatever 
pops into his head, with whatever beat he desires, so 
anything’s game. He’s always making music; mixtapes 
by the boatload! The track “A Milli” is one of my 
favorites and his song “Dr. Carter” ft. Jay-Z is also 
another star track. If your annoyed by this guy or just 
sick of his whole cough syrup and Hawaiian Punch 
thing, just forget it for a second and give this album a 
listen; it’s new and fresh and not SOULJA BOY! 


p.s youtube Lil Wayne playing the guitar... note to Lil 
Wayne; stick to rapping! 


Tip: 

Check out (106.1) KMEL’s programs on Friday and Saturday 
nights, they play old school and underground Hip Hop and even 
have guests like Primo (DJ Premiere) and Sway on the show. 
Also check out our mixtape section, it’s a cheap way to listen 

to underground stuff, remixes, breaks, and exclusive tracks by 
your favorite artist...(oh by the way, shameless plug...) Trae and 
I spin old school Hip Hop and new school stuff at Vertigo Bar 
(across from The Hemlock Tavern) every last Thursday of the 
month... Come check it out! 





GRACE 


Kevin Ayers - The Unfairground 


The man 


Larry Norman - Rebel Poet, Juke- 


box Balladeer: The Anthology 
Really hip 


Dennis Wilson - 


Pacific Ocean Blue 
White Hot 


Bobb Trimble - 


Iron Curtain Innocence 
Mama like 


Sludgehammer - Is it in yet?, 


taste my meat 
MMM POW POW 


Tip: 
Check out sludgehammer @ myspace.com for a list of upcom- 


GREG 


On two wheels preferably. 


Amethystium - Isabliss 

For suckers who like heavenly voices, and all that is 
mystical & ethereal, but too cool for Lorenna McK- 
ennit & Enya, this is a good substitute. Syrupy synth 
waves ease the frazzled mind. Thanks to Munson Wu 
for his advice. 


She & Him - Volume One 

What a gem. After hearing her on NPR and seeing 
her sing in the shower in Elf, | really fell for Zooey 
Deschanel. Then when | heard this CD it was like 
“wow.” Kinda country, kinda poppy, kinda girl-group 
oldies sounding, all good. | love the way Ms. De- 
schanel says her “R’s.” M.Ward plays guitar too. The 
best for cozying up with your special lady (or man). 


Salt the Wound - 
Carnal Repercussions 


Bombastic and melodic, this is Thrash/Death Metal. 


It presses all of my buttons for what good Metal 
should sound like. The singer goes through two stag- 
es of Metal vocals (growl, scream) and even some- 
how makes his voice sound like your PE teacher’s 
whistle. Slappy drums and non-tinny sounding guitars 
are very OK in my book.! got mine in the clearance 
bin. 


Nigeria Rock Special - Various 
Artists 


Sometimes | choose a CD based on the cover art. 
Sometimes | get it right. This CD is a great mix of 
psychedelic sounds: fuzz guitars, wah-wah, Farfisa 
cheese, and African polyrhythms. If you like some 
deep funk, and you like tripping face, this is the pick 
far ya. This CD is from a series; they all say Nigeria... 
Special: ..., and they’re all good, can’t go wrong here. 


Pendulum - In Silico 

| have a friend who was there in the ’90s when 
Drum ‘n’ Bass was “IT” in the UK. He hyped me to 
Pendulum, who are famous for their slammin’ track 
“Slam”. Well, this album is not the kind of D’n’B that 
| like (techstep), but the production is AWESOME. 
This album is really pop music, as evidenced by a 
Pendulum song | heard on a TV commercial. | miss 
how they melded heavy metal guitar with electro. 
While all of these things aren’t really adding to the 
“IT” factor, | still like this record. The name of this 
publication is Music We Like, so... 


Tip: 
If you’re low on cash, try busking in the Powell Street 
Station. | made at least five dollars every time | did. 


JACOB 


likes walks on the beach 


Classe Tous Risques - 
Directed by Claude Sautet 


| seriously don’t get why Republicans are always 
trying to tar Democrats with French associations 
like it’s a sign of weakness. Obviously these people 
haven’t seen Classe Tous Risques, which opens with a 
bold daytime robbery that leads to a violent shoot- 
out in front of young children. Then the story kicks 
in and in classic gangster tradition, there’s tragedy, 
passion, betrayal, and a tenuously restrained brola- 
tionship. Lino Ventura mesmerizes as the criminal 
holding a gun in one hand and his child’s hand in 
the other. He’s so good he just got me to type ‘mes- 
merizes’ - even a hot young Jean-Paul Belmondo 
(Breathless) can’t steal the show from him. Glorious 
location shooting and a score by Georges Delerue 
round out this near-perfect cocktail of tension, sub- 
stance and class. 


Venture Bros. - Directed by 


Jackson Public & Doc Hammer 

Season three just wrapped, so now is the perfect time 
to binge on all things Venture and wait impatiently 
for whatever madness season four has in store for 
us. The show basically takes a bushel of Jonny Quest, 
a heaping tablespoon of Scooby Doo, some random 
pills, and a dash of just about every other show you 
mainlined as a kid on Saturday mornings, throws it all 
in a blender, and hits the “Hilarious!” button. | don’t 


want to spoil the brilliant arsenal of characters that 
populate this show, but the sexiest female (besides 
Molotov Cocktease, duh) has a deep male voice and 
the Guild of Calamitous Intent is, of course, run by 
David Bowie. 


Stunt Rock - Directed by 


Brian Trenchard-Smith 
The title is actually a little misleading. There’s also 
a wizard. 


NOMO - Ghost Rock 

For the last few years Elliot Bergman and like half 
of Michigan did a pretty good job of co-opting 
Afrobeat music for a younger generation. On Ghost 
Rock they’ve finally found themselves, and it turns 
out there’s a pretty thick strain of Bitches Brew-era 
Miles running through their veins as well. Their ge- 
nius comes in taking so many familiar ingredients and 
somehow creating a dish you’ve never tasted before. 
It’s like a stew of hot, savory horn arrangements, 
simmering in exotic textures and sweet percolating 
rhythms. Come ‘n get it! 


Wholphin No. 3: DVD Magazine of 
Rare and Unseen Short Films - 
Directed by the McSweeney’s 


Crew 
Through Youtube, festivals and DVD, short 
films are finally getting respect. People 
realize that some stories are meant 
to last anywhere between 5 to 45 
minutes; a lesson that escaped the 
Pirates of the Caribbean filmmakers 
on three separate occasions. The 
Wholphin series is at the fore- 
front of this movement, curating 

a dozen or so short films, ani- 
mated works and documentaries 
with each release. Watching Vol. 3 is 
like striking oil; somewhere between 
Dennis Hopper’s performance art 
piece with dynamite and the ultra-bi- 
zarre Japanese excerpt Funky Forest is a 
film about a young girl from Yemen who 
refuses to wear her veil. This half-hour 
documentary is probably the best thing 
I’ve seen all year, and reason enough to 
get this collection. If that’s not enough 
the world’s coolest game of beach vol- 
leyball is also included. 
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JAMES DILLON 


Beware the blunted needle! 


Rodan and War of the Gargantuas 
- Directed by Ishir6é Honda 


Ishiré Honda’s Rodan (1956) is among the most 
popular films from the era of vintage science fic- 
tion cinema. War Of The Gargantuas (1966) is one of 
Honda’s masterpieces of monster mayhem. Classic 
media is reissuing both of these gems next month. 
Like the Godzilla films, these feature the original 
uncut Japanese versions along with the re-edited 
American ones with music by the great Akira Ifuku- 
be. With civilization hanging in the balance, how will 
the world survive this seeming unstoppable threat? 
TOHO FEATURES LTD. 


Annea Lockwood - 
A Sound Map Of The Danube 


Annea Lockwood has been known for her explora- 
tions into the rich and spontaneous world of natural 
acoustic sounds. In pieces such as the “Glass Concert” 
and “Piano Transplants,” as well as her compositions 
for the recorded sound of rivers and other environ- 
ments in works such as A Sound Map Of The Hudson 
River and World Rhythms. Lovely Music Ltd. has just re- 
leased A Sound Map Of The Danube, an aural tracing of 
the Danube River. Interleaved with the memories and 
reflections of its people. 59 sites and 13 interviews, 
from the Black Forest to the Black Sea. The CD in- 
cludes large fold-out map, with translations of the 
interviews. |67 minutes and truly amazing. 


a“ 
_ JjJoe€E.- 
Love Got In My Way 


There is a difference between loneli- 
ness and being lonely, and loving and be- 
“\. __ ing loved. Joe E. has experienced all of the 

above. When you hear the haunting melody 
in the beautiful Love Got In My Way, you can’t 
help but feel all the loneliness and the love that he 
projects. Joe E. Newbauer was a well known figure 
on the Fort Lauderdale scene during his very young 
days for the merry mischief and havoc he created 
trying to find himself, and later as a very popular 
entertainer in the local nightclubs. From the “live en- 
tertainer” to the “recording artist” is however, a long 
arduous journey, but with the staunch support of his 
family and friends and loads of talent, Joe E has made 
it. The first in a series of high quality recordings on 
the EABLA label, this comes with a beautifully illus- 
trated |6 page full color booklet. For future releases 
log on to www.eabla.com . Fans of Scott Walker may 
enjoy this. 


Popeye the Sailor Vol. 2 1938-1940 - 
Directed by Fleischer Brothers 


This is volume two of the Fleischer Brothers 
Popeye cartoons that you remember from when 


















you were a kid. Featuring 31 remastered 
and uncut shorts from the ’30s and ’40s. 
Some of the greatest examples of ani- 
mation ever produced, these cartoons 
have never looked better. Features the 
Technicolor two-reel “Aladdin and His 
Wonderful Lamp” — | come from the 
nowhere, | go to the no place and here | 
am. Also contains the Out of the Inkwell 
documentary and other extras. Read 
Fantagraphics Books reprints of the 
original Thimble Theatre comic strip 
from the ’20s where Popeye first ap- 
peared. Now show me the entrance 
to the exit. 


Sublime Frequencies - 


Various Artists 
You can still travel the world on 
your hi-fi with Sublime Frequen- 
cies radio and field recordings 
of Earth. They have released 34 
compact discs, four |.p’s and 
eight dvd’s from all over the 
world, so far. these are sounds 
that you have never heard be- 
fore. | play these all the time. 
also buy something by the Sun 
City Girls. you'll be glad you 
did. 


HONEST JONS 

Iraq - Give Me Love: 
Songs Of The Brokenhearted 
Baghdad, 1925-29 - 


Various Artists 

When in Ladbroke Grove, visit Honest Jons. Every- 
thing he has put out is top notch. His latest release 
is called Give Me Love: Songs Of The Brokenhearted - 
Baghdad, 1925-1929. What can | say? Breathtaking! 
Also available on LP so buy it now. 


Paddle To The Sea - 
Directed by Bill Mason 


This is an amazing film. It’s a journey of a carved 
wooden toy boat traveling down river. Wonderfully 
filmed, you must see it if you haven't already. 


Red Balloon - Directed by 


Albert Lamorisse 

First issue of this remarkable film on DVD. The 
story of a boy and a red balloon friend. A classic, 
see it again. 


Tip: 
I love making buttons! One inch buttons and magnets: 
www.potatopotato.etsy.com 


DI4AMI(1 1:1 1) 


Name: Jason Chavez 


Quote: If you want to make God 
laugh, make plans. 


I’ve been very lucky to have been hipped to great 
music in my life by some very amazing and hip 
people. My most recent influence was one of my 
closest friends Big Ant. While I’m a jaded music 
store employee that thinks most new music is the 
aural equivalent of bovinepootie hitting grass, | de- 
cided a tribute to just some of the great sounds my 
man showed me would be a much more positive 
exercise: 


Scott Walker - Nite Flights 

This track is one of four penned for the last Walk- 
er Brothers reunion album of the same name. 
His four tracks from the LP: “Nite Flights,” “Fat 
Mamma Kick,” “The Electrician” and “Shutout” are 

among the finest examples of what’s been called the 

“new romantic” period. Let's just say Eno and Bowie 

were quite impressed. 


Bob Seger - “Hollywood Nights” 
Like a rock, drive your Chevy truck, drink Bud... yeah 
yeah yeah. This is an American pop sleeper by the 
man who gave us the outsider pop classic “Night 
Moves.” 


Dennis Wilson - 
Pacific Ocean Blue - Legacy Ed. 


| was already a Beach Boys fan but | had no idea 
about Dennis’s solo record. It’s ambitious and quite 
amazing, especially coming from the one Wilson 
brother that greatness wasn’t expected from. Amidst 
the “riding my Harley” ’70s cheese is a collection of 
wonderfully orchestrated/emotional pop. 


Third Sight 

This is one of the most slept on Hip Hop groups to 
ever come out of the Bay Area. Think of a demented 
Pete Rock & C.L. Smooth with cuts by the world fa- 
mous D-Styles. Dr. Octagon might have been paying 
attention to these guys. 


White Noise - An Electric Storm 
White Noise was a studio project headed by a man 
named David Vorhaus. The album in question, re- 
corded in the late 60s, is an amazing exercise in tape 
manipulation, psych-pop and general weirdness. It 
just goes to show that the limitations of technology 
doesn’t effect those with vision. 


Tip: Thanks for your eyes, do good by your ears and peace to 
my homie in the sky. If for some reason you've enjoyed my rants, 
you can see a plethora of them on my blog: 

www.4amsounds. blogspot.com. 


JENNELL 


Chicanery: Deception by artful subterfuge 
or sophistry. 


The Puppini Sisters - 
The Rise and Fall of Ruby Woo 


What if the Andrews Sisters sang “Crazy In Love” 
and “Walk Like an Egyptian?” Favorite songs:“I Can’t 
Believe I’m Not A Millionaire,” “It Don’t Mean A 
Thing (If It Ain’t Got That Swing),” “Crazy In Love” 
and “She Sang and Walk Like An Egyptian.” 


She & Him - Volume One 
Zooey Deschanel and M.Ward make beautiful music 
together. Favorite songs: see track list. 


Harold and Kumar Escape from 
Guantanamo Bgy - 
Directed by Jon Hurwitz, 


Hayden Schlossberg 
What would NPH do? 


Trailer Park Boys - The Movie - 
Directed by Mike Clattenburg 


Canadians do it better! Seven seasons of Trailer Park 
Boys the TV show are also available. | recommend 
watching them first. (Not necessary, but very much 
worth the time.) 


Taylor Swift - Taylor Swift 

Pop country at it’s best, Taylor Swift surprises by 
writing or co-writing every song on her debut 
album. Her next album, Fearless, will be released 
on November I|Ith, 2008. Favorite songs: “Tim 
McGraw,” “Picture to Burn,” “Teardrops on My 
Guitar,” “Should’ve Said No,” “Our Song” and “A 
Perfectly Good Heart.” 


/ 





Carrie Underwood - 


Carnival Ride 

The winner of American Idol’s 2005 season continues 
to exceed expectations. If you like this album you 
will also enjoy her 2005 debut, Some Hearts. Favorite 
songs: “All-American Girl,” “Last Name,” “The More 
Boys | Meet” and “I Told You So.” 


The Ruins - 
Directed by Carter Smith 


Read the book and watch the movie - both are fan- 
tastic! 


Britney Spears - Blackout 

Even at her worst, Britney Spears cannot make a bad 
pop album. Favorite Songs: “Piece of Me,” “Heaven 
on Earth,” “Freakshow,” “Toy Soldier” and “Ooh, 
Ooh, Baby.” 


Tip: 

“Without music, life would be a mistake.” 

— Friedrich Nietzsche 

“I worry that the person who thought up Muzak may be 
thinking up something else.” — Lily Tomlin 


JEREMY 


Mokobe - Mon Afrique 
Beautiful debut Malian Hip-Hop album with killer 
collaborations. 


Soha - D’Ici et d’Ailleurs 
Like a French Erykah Badu... Best of the year, hands 
Down. 


Rashanim - Shalosh 
Klezmer Rock: very Interesting, great Listen. 


Brazil Classics, Vol. 7: What’s 
Happening in Permambuco - 


Various Artists 
Hottest Brazilian disc I’ve heard in awhile... Cutting 
edge. 


Getachew Mekuria, The Ex, and 


Guests - Moa Anbessa 
Ethio-Jazz meets Dutch Punk. ...Need | say more? 


Chuito and the Latin Uniques - 


From the Street 
Classic New York Latin soul. 


JESS 


Nodzzz - | Don’t Wanna (Smoke 


Marijuana) 
Bay Area punk kids turn out crazy fuzzed-out hooks! 
Thirsty for that forthcoming LP... 


Perfect Unpop: Peel Show ‘76-’80 


Vol. I - Various Artists 

An absolutely perfect starting place for the post- 
punk/DIY madness that gripped late ‘70s British air- 
waves via the late John Peel. Features: Tours, Bears, 
Blue Orchids, Subway Sect, Kleenex, & all the others 
you're soon to be obsessed with! 


Des Jeunes Des Modernes: Post- 
Punk, Cold Wave en France ‘78-’83 


- Various Artists 

Distinctly continental European interpretation of 
the original punk movement run off — a cold, bare, 
& dance-able slice of history. Familiar faces in Tokow 
Boys and the iconic Lizzie Mercier Descloux, plus 
unknowns. Comes with a giant cool poster and a 
booklet that’s of use if you speak French. 


R. Stevie Moore - 
Meet the R. Stevie Moore!: 
An Intro to the Godfather of 


Home Recording 

The title says it all — hop down the supremely lush 
rabbit hole of experimental pop and the present 
state of bedroom-music will never look the same! 


Waking Up in Sheherazade: 
*60s & ‘70s Arabian Garage/Psych 


- Various Artists 
Morocco, Beirut, Iran... they were growing their hair 
long, tuning in, dropping out, and freaking the fuck 
out! A seamless collection of electric grooves laced 
with tie-dye-colored vinyl. 


S=_=_ 


JIMMY 


Berlin Alexanderplatz - Directed 


by Rainer Werner Fassbinder 

This really is Fassbinder’s masterpiece! It’s 940 min- 
utes, but you won't really care cause each shot is so 
special. Franz Biberkopf is one of the most intense 
anti-heroes you’re ever gonna meet! 


Le Gai Savoir - 


Directed by Jean-Luc Godard 

My favorite thing about Godard is that he doesn’t 
just makes movies, he also understands how they 
work. This film from his militant period is gonna 
school you on the relationship of sound and image. 
(The title means “The Joy of Learning”.) No cute 
story here, but plenty of things to talk about! Before 
you hit play, you might wanna pick up a Jolt at your 
corner store first. Pay attention! 


Satantango - 
Directed by Bela Tarr 


Another epic masterpiece! In the notes to these 
DVDs, they mention Tarr gives out few influences. 
The first is Tarkovsky (pretty obvious) and the sec- 
ond is Fassbinder (kinda weird!). It’s tempting and 
really fun for movie dorks to compare these two!!! 


Earth - Bees Made Honey in The 
Lion’s Skull 


This album makes me wanna grab a pistachio waffle 
cone and head for the nearest desert. By the time 
| get there, my ice cream melts all over my shirt, 
but | don’t really care... Cause sometimes repetition 
makes everything okay. 


JOE 


Roots Music Maven 


Rancho Deluxe - True Freedom 

A sometimes local band, Rancho Deluxe uses the 
cream of the L.A. country rockers in the studio, 
including amazing steeler JayDee Maness, to bring 
their songs to life. Mark Adams is an excellent song 
writer, and Jesse Harris is the best country guitarist 
we've seen in these parts since Jimmie Rivers. 


James Hunter - The Hard Way 
This second major release (after People Gonna Talk) 
doesn’t disappoint. Hunter has forged a new sound 
by voicing two saxes over a ska rhythm section, and 
then channeling Sam Cooke a bit with his phrasing. 
He was also terrific live at Amoeba S.F. using his 
London based recording band. 


Bollywood Steel Guitar - 

Various Artists 

As a steel guitarist, | can only marvel at the wacky 
music that these wild and crazy Indian steelers make. 
The tunes were all written for Bollywood movies, 
and this album is a trip in more ways than one! 


Hacienda Brothers - Music For 
Ranch & Town 


Live from Norway, the Haciendas put out this per- 
formance as an after thought because it was so good. 


They’re loose and stretching out their best tunes. 
R.I.P. Chris Gaffney. 


Mitty Collier - Shades Of 
Mitty Collier, The Chess Singles 
1961-1968 


It’s about time this album came out. Mitty was the 
consumate soul singer, kind of like a female Bobby 
Bland. She shoulda been a contenda. There’s a few 
really great songs on this set, and a lot of just OK 
songs, but she sings the daylights out of all of them. 
Also, If you can find them, Mitty had another great 
batch of tunes produced by William Bell originally 
for the Peachtree label. 


The Texas Troubadours - 
Almost To Tulsa 


Bear Family has finally released the album that coun- 
try pickers and aficianados have been waiting for. 
Ernest Tubb’s band, The Texas Troubadours, were 
the hottest and hippest country band in the 60’s 
and 70’s. They made five mostly instrumental albums 
on Decca that featured superb steel and guitar twin 
leads. | saw them live a few times back in the day, 
and it was always a revelation. If you like hot country 
picking, don’t miss this one! 


Detroit Cobras - Tied & True 


Lot’s of cool covers. The Cobras rock! 


Dr. Dog - Fate 

| became a Dr. Dog fan after they did an in-store 
at the S.F Amoeba. This album has the feel of the 
last one (We All Belong) with lots of good melodies, 
hooks and harmonies. Nobody’s doing what they’re 
doing. It’s akin to The Band. 


Tip: Coolest C&W Bar in San Francisco: 
The Riptide. It’s located at the edge of the world on 
Taraval at 48th. 





JOEY 


Darkspace - III 

Remember that awesome Outer Limits episode, 
“The Demon With The Glass Hand?” Well, if the 
misanthropic Kyben aliens were to put down their 
laser guns and jam out on some guitars, drums, and 
keys, it would sound exactly like this! Life threaten- 
ing alien music from the deepest void in which time 
and space collapse - thy name is Darkspace. 


Salo, or the 120 Days of Sodom - 
Directed by Pier Paolo Pasolini 


imagery is extreme, and 33 years later, it still retains 
the power to shock, repel and distress. A brutal 
allegory based on the novel /20 Days of Sodom 
by the Marquis de Sade, the film is a cinematic 
milestone — culturally significant, politically vital and 
visually stunning. 


Despite its grotesque carnality and horrific violence, 
this movie is a masterpiece . If given the chance, it 
will destroy you! The most “anti-everything” movie 
ever made. Pasolini new what’s up and so should 
you... 


Eclipse Series 12: Aki Kaurismaki’s 
Proletariat Trilogy - 
Directed by Aki Kaurismaki 


Uniformly bleak and hilarious, Kaurismaki is one of 
the most referred and influential (see Jim Jarmusch) 
filmmakers working today. His deadpan acting and 
simple cinematic storytelling will transfix anyone 
with a pulse, be it the once-a-week movie watcher 
to the cinema pundit. 


For fans of Rainer Werner Fassbinder, Jim Jarmusch, 
& Jean-Pierre Melville. 


Harry Nilsson - Popeye (OST) 
| found this record at the Berkeley store for a 
dollar in the soundtrack vinyl clearance bin! 
Nilsson’s score is so memorable and lovable. It’s a 
damn shame this thing isn’t in print anymore. 


JOHN GARCIA 


Buyer; Beware 


Anthony Braxton/ Milford 
Graves/William Parker - 


Beyond Quantum 

A roiling, tumbling, historic encounter that unites, for 
the first time on record, three of the leading instru- 
mentalist/composer/theorist figures in the history 
of Creative Music. While Graves and Parker have a 
lengthy performance history together, Braxton has, 


amazingly, only fairly recently started gigging with 
Parker (in quartet formation with Cecil Taylor and 
in trios with Hamid Drake), and this recording may 
be his first musical meeting with Graves. Nonethe- 
less, these masters of elastic form and composition 
synergize immediately to create an empathetic, if 
abstract, whole. Graves is a ravenous global drum 
choir unto himself but with keen awareness of the 
appropriate energies of the moment; and his brief 
uttered incantations engage in terpsichorean teeter- 
ings with both horn and arco bass. Parker's afore- 
mentioned bass is both berth and behemoth as he 
provides focus and locus via judicious note 
choices and a powerful tone. His short 
shawm postlude dilates the soul. Brax- 
ton’s reeds (from contrabass clarinet 
to sopranino sax) cut wide passionate 
swaths through this often dense, bris- 
tling terrain. As remarkable as his com- 
positional output continues to be, it is 
as player/creator of spontaneous song that he 
most overwhelms the heart and mind. From fierce 
wood-peckerings to a dulcet dove’s coo, Braxton’s 
range and control spurs any setting to take wing. 
Bill Laswell and John Zorn share a first-ever pro- 
ducer’s credit on this album and fortunately they 
are shrewd enough to stay out of the way as this 
session beggars both quantum and belief all on 
its own. 


Carlos “Zingaro”/Dominique 
Regef/Wilbert DeJoode - 


Spectrum 

This string driven thing is composed of European 
instrumentalists with a penchant for exploring 
and extending the centuries-old traditions 
of their respective instruments. Portuguese 
violinist, “Zingaro” (left channel), and double 
Dutch bassist, DeJoode (right chan- 
nel), have built indelible reputations in 
the realms of free improvisation, 
avant-classical and 
jazz. However, Regef 
(middle), a French 
hurdy gurdy player, is rather new to these shores but 
he handles that most cranky of bowed instruments 
with considerable aplomb. He is part of the new 
herd of gurdyists, including Valentin Clastrier, Stevie 
Wishart and Gilles Chabenet, who are exposing the 
enormous sonic resources of the misunderstood 
zaftig “wheel fiddle”. General associations of the 
instrument range from its persistent buzzing back- 
ground on medieval dance tunes to its role as or- 
chestral adjunct to street corner cub-bearing simian 
pantomimists. Here it is given its full-blooded sway 
in a visceral context of spontaneous invention which 
showcases the trio’s tonal and rhythmic dexterity. 
Headphones may be the best way to appreciate how 
they can venture from hushed drone-based figures 
to savage stentorian modulations without sacrificing 
momentum or involvement. 
































Kayhan Kalhor/Brooklyn Rider - 
Silent City 


Kalhor and the members of the Brooklyn Rider 
string quartet all met as members of Yo Yo Ma’s mas- 
sive Silk Road Project. Somehow they found each 
other amongst the almost 80 other musical partici- 
pants. A native of Tehran, Kalhor is the great modern 
innovator of the kamanche, an ancient Persian spiked 
fiddle that is bowed or strummed vertically like a 
cello. He has played in traditional contexts, Western 
classical festivals and cross-cultural projects like 
the group Ghazal and Silk Road. This album 
falls somewhat in the latter category, while 
employing melodies and techniques of the 
former. It is simply a mesmeric effort, as 
language barriers and seemingly contrasting 
traditions are subsumed to create a variegat- 
ed work of epic power and scope. The melo- 
dies are generally from Iran and Turkey, but the 
arrangements can slip from a moody intimacy to 
a fast-paced cinematic grandeur. The title track is 
the album’s centerpiece and was initially inspired 
by the destruction of the city of Hallabjah, in Iraqi 
Kurdistan, but has since become a sonic monument 
to fallen cities and cultures who fall victim to avari- 
cious forces everywhere.An aural portrait of deso- 
lation is conjured via a trelliswork of glissando and 
minute percussive interjections. The music does 
not revel in the devastation, however, but slowly 
moves towards recovery and reconstruction as 
each instrument builds its own framework in par- 
allel unison with the its neighbors. It all leads to 
a celebratory fanfare of new birth. The silent city 
was pregnant with hope all along. 


Hank Roberts - Green 
Since Mr. Roberts left the hustling bustle of 
NYC (and the Bill Frisell Group) in the 
early “90s his appearances 
on record have been far 
too few, but they are al- 
ways worth the wait. He is 
the most compelling singing cellist 
these ears have ever heard and both are 
brought to bear with quietly compelling force here 
along with a great band. Trio’s seem to be his favorite 
format, from the group Miniature (w/Tim Berne & 
Joey Baron) to much of his “solo” output, and he 
makes stellar use of guitarist Marc Ducret & drum- 
mer Jim Black. As is often the case with a musical 
omnivore of Robert’s calibre the album consists of 
shorter pieces of haiku-like clarity and near whis- 
per intimacy that employ folk (Native & non-Native 
American), blues, rock, jazz, soul and avant-garde 
forms. Still, they are employed only in the service of 
the music at hand, not as gaudy virtuosic pastiche. 
The same can be said of the players who are capable 
of a wide range of expression, but instead make can- 
ny use of their skills to enhance the robust melodies 
and rhythms. Robert's voice has a range that is close 
to someone like Jimmy Somerville, but even more 
moving, whether wordlessly blending into a riff or 

soaring above in song. 


Rachel Unthank & 
The Winterset - The Bairns 


Granted, the original appeal of this ensemble was 
the fact that they dared to cover one of the greatest 
gifts ever presented to the musical graces of rhythm, 
melody and harmony, Robert Wyatt’s “Sea Song.” 
They do a lovely job of it, even drawing praise from 
the composer. Not an unusual reaction it seems these 
days as this folk quartet has already been showered 
with prizes and plaudits in their native England from 
Mercury to Mojo, which is strange for such a sonically 
unassuming ensemble. As the title indicates, many 
songs on the album are about children, families and 
nursery rhymes, but the results are not exactly suit- 
able for the wee ones. The instrumentation is basic: 
voices, fiddle, piano, foot percussion, occasional cello 
& ukulele, the odd bass & string quartet. The Corrs 
they are not. It is the aching richness of those voices, 
the astute selections of songs (both traditional and 
more recent covers by the likes of Wyatt and Will 
Oldham), and the poignant austerity of the arrange- 
ments that is so disarming and affecting. They may 
not quite be ready to inherit the mantle of Shirley 
& Dolly Collins, but based on the evidence of this 
effort Rachel & Becky Unthank may be well on their 
way. For that alone, The Winterset deserve to be 
thanked warmly. 


Clear Frame - Clear Frame 
Lol Coxhill. Charles Hayward. Hugh Hopper. Orphy 
Robinson. Robert Wyatt. 


JOSEPH 


*70s Thai Orchestra - 


Various Artists 

Reissue from the AMAZING Mississippi Records. So 
goood. A great collection of pieces from Southern 
Thailand. Tons of great percussion and instrumenta- 
tion, and so danceable! Whoa... 


Lucky Dragons - 
Dream Island Laughing Language 
(Live on Angel Island, S.F.) 


| finally saw Lucky Dragons perform a while back at 
an event on Angel Island (best show of the year!)... | 
was spiritually blown. The music is innovative, posi- 
tive, and totally graspable. Easy enough to groove 
to, but not boring. Get the record, and go see them 
live! 


Melodii Tuvi - Various Artists 

The first Tuvan throat music LP ever! Re-released by 
the wonderful Dust to Digital, this recording has re- 
filled my faith in what the human mind and body can 
achieve. Who knew that Tuvan cowboys singing to 
their animals for thousands of years could produce 
such a thrilling sound! Get it. 


The George Mitchell Collection 


Volumes | -45 - Various Artists 
The very limited Fat Possum box set featuring the 
George Mitchell field recordings has now been re- 
leased on CD! Not as cool as the pricey seven inch 
set, but still... WWOW! The CD set contains all songs 
and liner notes of the original set, and also includes a 
bonus disk for only fifty bucks. (Seven inch set is two 
hundred!). Check it out. 


JOSH F 


Fun Finn Fan 


The Replacements - 
Sorry Ma, Forgot To Take Out 
The Trash 


As you no doubt know, you can’t throw a rock in a 
record store without hitting some expert sound- 
ing off on the early stuff of someone or other, so 
it brings me no great pleasure to say that, despite 
the undeniable songwriting triumphs still to come, 
the Replacements’ feral bullet-train of a debut al- 
bum (along with the other two, frankly, equally 
great, equally bonus-track-laden reissues) knocks 
the goddam spots off the last two thirds of leader 
Paul Westerberg’s career before the first song’s 
even over. I’m generally a proponent of “growth”, 
poignant character portraits, etc., but that doesn’t 
seem to be nearly as precious a commodity these 
days as rock music that actually does rock (read: 
jump, swing, explode, energize). So yeah: the early 
stuff. Sorry. 


Circle - Rakkenus 

Despite triumphant Bay Area appearances from 
Jandek and Van Halen, 2007 was, for me, all about 
Finnish stalwarts Circle, who’s SF appearance last 
year was seriously one of the most blissfully tran- 
scendent shows I’ve ever seen — not something 
| expected to say about a band that sounds like a 
cross between Judas Priest and Can. This live al- 
bum from the same tour doesn’t really come close 
to capturing the magic of that night, but it’s close 
enough for me. 


R. Stevie Moore - 
Meet The R. Stevie Moore!: 
An Introduction To The Godfather 


of Home Recording 

To be honest, | haven’t actually listened to this 
particular best-of yet, but it’s got a lot of the same 
songs | used to put on the R. Stevie Moore mixtapes 
| made for chums back in the day, so | figure the rest 
of ‘em can’t be too bad. | can’t really say whether the 
son of Elvis’ session bassist Bob Moore is necessarily 
a better uber-prolific (400 albums and counting), lo-fi 
pop-genius than, say, Robert Pollard, Lou Barlow or 
Ariel Pink, but he was definitely doing it first. 


Mark E. Smith - Renegade: 
The Lives And Tales Of 


Mark E. Smith 

One could say that this alleged autobiography by the 
leader of The Fall is little more than the ramblings of 
a notoriously egocentric, alcoholic, speedfreak, and | 
couldn’t really argue. That said, if he wrote 30 more 
of ‘em, I'd buy and read them all. 


Paavoharju - 


Laulu Laakson Kukista 

Man, what’s up with Finland these days?? A seemingly 
endless fount of the most beautiful, otherworldly 
and truly mystifying music (as in, “What the hell is 
this??”). Paavoharju describe themselves as “eso- 
teric romantic mysticism and darkness floating over 
deep-sea-level of the christian mind”, which certainly 
works better than any of the stock adjectives | was 
wrestling with. Perfect accompaniment for your next 
intergalactic camping trip. 


Tip: 
Musicians: SF is blessed with at least two repair shops of 
quality and integrity: Gary Brawer Guitar and Bass repair 
(www. brawer.com), and Phil just down the street at the Haight- 
Ashbury Music Center. These guys know their shit and will 
treat you right. 


JUSTIN 


The Kooks - Konk 


The Stills - Oceans Will Rise 


Augustana - 
Can’t Love, Can’t Hurt 


Green Owl Comp. - 
Various Artists 


Muse - H.A.A.R.P. 
Saosin - Come Close 


Hawthorne Heights - 
Fragile Failure 


Nada Surf - Lucky 


Old 97’s - Blame it on Gravity 


Weezer - Weezer (Red Album) 







KAITLIN 


What are those... chairs? 


Boris - Smile 

Boris is amazing. | finally got to see them live this 
year, and it was one of the best shows ever. | highly 
recommend seeing them if you ever get the chance. 
“Buzz-in,” “My Neighbor Satan,” and “Statement,” 
are the songs | repeat over and over... 


Earth - The Bees Made Honey In 
The Lion’s Skull 


Only on CD because there is no vinyl available for 
this album. The most recent release from Dylan 
Carlson. So awesome... SO AWESOME! | can’t really 
explain why this band is so perfect, but this band is 
why | LOVE music. 


Nachtmystium - 
Assassins: Black Meddle, Pt. I 


There always seems like so much black metal that | 
get overwhelmed, but this album stood out to me. 
As well as being a solid black metal album, there’s a 
psychedelic element that fits well. Keep a look out 
for their upcoming split release with Leviathan on 
none other than Southern Lord Records. 


Saviours - Into Abaddon 

These local boys are a pretty good time. Not only 
do they rock, but they’re pretty entertaining them- 
selves. Check out the interview/performance video 
at www.amoeba.com cause it’s fucking hilarious and 
you'll learn how to expand your joint eating capa- 
bilities! 


The Raconteurs - 
Consolers Of The Lonely 


| know, it’s not metal, right? But | love me some 
Raconteurs. And this album DOES NOT disappoint! 
| loved their first album cause it was short and fast 


and sounded like these old friends had such a blast. 


But for this album they kicked into high gear and 
now they sound settled. Don’t take that the wrong 
way — they sound so comfortable with each other 
that they could do anything! “Carolina Drama” still 
gives me goosebumps when | hear it, “Five On The 
Five” | listen to five times in a row and their Terry 
Reid cover of “Rich Kid Blues,” is amazing.! 


Tip: Help support local music and come out to the FREE 
live performances at Amoeba Music in San Francisco and 
Berkeley!! To see what’s coming up or to see what you’ve 
missed check out www.amoeba.com. There’s interviews, 
performances and photos, oh my!! 





KATHY 


James Hunter - 
The Hard Way 


Cyndi Lauper - 
Bring Ya To The Brink 


Carly Simon - 
This Kind Of Love 


Donna Summer - 
Crayons 


Lorez Alexandria - 
For Swingers Only 


The B-52’s - Funplex 


Emmylou Harris - 
All | Intended To Be 


Tip: Buy vinyl, it sounds great!! 


KELLY “CAPT’N” 
SWEENEY 


I like music and weather together. 


Be Gulls - By The Beach 

Very easy and chill jams for late in the day, after the 
wave catching. Pressed on pretty glazed-rose col- 
ored vinyl too, like a sailor’s delight night sky. 


Boris - Smile 

It's aesthetically pleasing. It’s excellently heavy. 
It totally rocks your face off. No, I’m not talkin’ 
‘bout Kenny Loggins. However, Boris is shovin’ 
into overdrive on the highway to the danger zone 
on this one. The limited edition double LP includes 
two bonus tacks and alternate (longer, better, 
different) versions of some of the CD tracks and is 
well worth the nice price. 


Koenjihyakkei - Hundred Sights 
of Koenji 

Remastered! Reissued! Re-recorded drum tracks: 
absolutely bonkers! It sounds like all kinds of people 
dreaming their deranged rock dreams to the fullest. 
It’s almost impossible to describe; a trompe l’oreille 
of gargantuan proportions. Like listening to a Dali 
painting, this recording is just plain delightfully in- 
sane. 


Party 7 - 
Directed by Katsuhito Ishii 


What begins as a minutes-long pee ends with really 
weird (and really funny) poop joke in this classic Ishiii 
movie overflowing with talent and kooky plot lines. 
Voyeuristic superheroes Captain Banana and Cap- 
tain The Yellow give you the best seat in the hotel 
while this odd one unfolds. Brewed for good times. 


Mt. Eerie - Black Wooden Ceiling 
This ten inch record plus CD could be the PM to 
Karl Blau’s AM album. Sure, it’s dark and it truly rocks 
out in more ways than one, but there’s something 
else here that wants description and can’t quite get 
it. A newness, another raw side of The Microphones 
surfacing for air like a legendary beast being photo- 
graphed for the first time. Is it a hoax? Who cares 
when it sounds (and looks) this good. 


Melvins - Nude With Boots 

| listened once, then listened again and again; this 
wins best weirdo rock of summer 2008, no contest. 
Even my family who never stray too far from main- 
stream AC/DC to ZZ Top type rock agree that this 
record rules. 


Greater Southbridge - 
Directed by Rod Murphy 


A jaw-dropping documentary about a_ sleepy 
Massachusetts town featuring close-up and personal 
vignettes of local loonies the likes of whom you'll 
never forget. There’s an Abe Lincoln look-a-like and 
a conspiracy loving racist known since Nam as “The 
Lone Wolf”? who boasts a 12th degree black belt 
given to him by none other than the great Chuck 
Norris. You'll see the lives of ex-cons, total wackos, 
good people, kind hearts, potential girl-band musi- 
cians and Jerry, a.k.a.“Mr. Southbridge,” unfold before 
your eyes as they stare in wonder of what in the 
heck your television is showing you. Jerry, by the way, 
steals the show. He is the kind of person who is so 
genuine he'll change your life; watch this one for 
Jerry.“Ten cents is no joke.” 


Campaign - 

Directed by Kazuhiro Soda 

An unusual doc about an inexperienced, uncharis- 
matic candidate running for a city council seat in a 
Tokyo suburb with only the flimsy support of the 





ruling (conservative) Liberal Democratic Party and 
the blessing Prime Minister Koizumi to keep him 
afloat. Though the film is essentially a portal through 
which explanations of Japanese culture and politics 
shine through, the juxtaposing light it casts upon cul- 
ture and politics in America creates a banal yet tell- 
ing picture of exactly what keeps the creaking cogs 
of democracy turning. It ain’t pretty, but it’s worth a 
look for a nervous laugh or two. The Colonel Sand- 
ers scene says it all. 


Nisennenmondai - Neji/Tori 

Loud and fuzzy psych that rocks like Sonic Youth and 
This Heat = trembling instrumental ear-bombs. Let’s 
hear it for the girls, they just wanna have fun. 


Helena Espvall & Masaki Batoh 
- S/T 


Two accomplished musicians (from the bands Espers 
and Ghost, respectively) pair up to create some stel- 
lar folk inspirations and improvisations. Brimming 
with all manner of string instruments and mysteri- 
ous vocal weavings, this record is so Autumn | can 
almost smell the leaves dying on the trees. If you’re 
into Scandinavian cattle-calls, like | am, do yourself a 
favor: don’t sleep on this one, you need it. 


Tip: Get Julian Cope’s JAPROCKSAMPLER book while 
you can. 


LEAH B 


Mrs. Weird Al 


Mission of Burma - 
Signals, Calls & Marches, Vs, 
Horrible Truth About Burma 


All reissued with unreleased tracks and bonus 
DVDs. 


Religious Knives - It’s After Dark 


The album rules and so do all the |2”s that are out. 


Micron Compilation - 
Every Mouth Must Be Fed 


Hugh Mundell - 
Jah Will Provide Us 


Rad seven inch. 


Mi Ami - Ark of the Covenant 
Look for a new full length LP early next year. In the 
meantime, go see them live. 


New Thrill Parade - 


Slumber in Colorland 
Local kooks. Check them out! 


African Scream Contest - 
Raw & Psychedelic Afro Sounds 


from Benin & Tongo ’70s 
It took over three years to get this comp together. 
So good. 


The Muppet Show - Season 3 - 


Directed by Jim Henson 

Jim Henson is a genius! And | hope you were 
lucky enough to see the Jim Henson film fest at 
Yerba Buena earlier this year — it was brilliant! 


Gas - Nah Und Fern 


Tip: Check out Koko’s Cocktail’s in SF on Geary. Nightly 
DJs, including a monthly reggae night with: Steve Summers, 
Basshaka and I’m in Love with a Feregi (me). 
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LORIC 


Wildildlife - Six 


Wolfgang Voigt - Gas 


MAR 


World music aficionado and 
shoegaze fanatic. 


Resplandor - Pleamar 

Perfect heavenly shoegazer from South America - 
Peru, produced by Robin Guthrie of Cocteau Twins 
fame. Resplandor is translated to english as brilliant 
or shining, and they really are just that. 


Half Dreaming: An Asian Shoegaze 


Comp - Various Artists 

Half Dreaming is a comp that’s already out in Japan, 
but theres also a worldwide release sometime this 
month (August). Includes bands from Indonesia, Ma- 
laysia, Korea, Japan and the Philippines... | particularly 
like Elemental Gaze, an ambient electronica shoe- 
gaze outfit from Indonesia. 


Secret Shine - All Of The Stars 
Secret Shine has been around since the early ’90s, 
and have just released this album after about a 
decade of silence. Maybe it doesn’t break new 
ground, it’s your standard dream-pop wall-o-sound 
guitars, but if you miss Lush this is a good trip. 
If you don’t have any Secret Shine, pick up the 
retrospective After Years also on Clairecords. 


Matt Bartram - Arundel 

First solo outing from Matt Bartram of Air 
Formation. More spacey-droney than the usual 
Air Formation fare, but just as relentlessly epic. 
If you are even the slightest bit into second-gen 
shoegazer, then you absolutely must have the last 
Air Formation album Daylight Storms. If you have 
that, then picking this up is a no brainer. 


MIZMARGO 


Hercules & Love Affair - 
Hercules & Love Affair 


A catchy re-imagining of late 70s underground disco 
featuring Antony (as in ‘the Johnsons’) on much of 
the vocals. 


After Dark - Various Artists 
Cosmic disco from the likes of Glass Candy, Chro- 
matics, Farah, Mirage, etc... 


Crystal Castles - Crystal Castles 
Distorted vocals, crazy 8-bit, Atari-esque dance in- 
sanity! 


So Young But So Cold: Under- 
ground French Music 1977-1983 - 


Various Artists 

If you’re a fan of any of the current synth-influenced 
music, or even ’80s new wave, you will enjoy these 
last two releases bringing it back to the continent, 
underground old-school style... divine. 


B.1.P.P.P.- French Synth Wave 
1979-1985 - Various Artists 


Rome - Mass Mensch Material 
Post-industrial folk, combined with new-wave song- 
writing and neo-classical arrangements, simply beau- 
tiful! 


Death In June - 
The Rule Of Thirds 


The first DlJ studio album in over three years. 
Douglas P reminds me yet again why I’m still in love 
with him. 


Fuck Buttons - 


Street Horrsing 
Yes, a horrible name, but a sweet fuzzed-out sonic 
trip.... 


Yelle - Pop Up 


French dance pop candy! 


Midnight Juggernauts - Dystopia 
Dance-rock love child of Daft Punk, LCD Soundsys- 
tem and David Bowie. 


Does It Offend You Yeah? - 
You Have No Idea What You Are 
Getting Yourself Into 


More fun, electro-rock ala Justice, Klaxons, Boys 
Noize, Digitalism... 


MARTIN 


I’m from the future 


Portishead - Third 


A moody adventure through a dark subconscious 
leaving your head upside down... one hundred per- 
cent glory. 


Beach House - Devotion 

Second album by Beach House, carries me on a gen- 
tle sea to a mellow beach where insight takes over 
and | can relax in the electric sun. 


Ultimate Reality - Directed by 


Jimmy Joe Roche/Dan Deacon 
Our amazing Governor Arnold at his very best... 
In possibly the most seizure inducing, psychedelic, 
head exploding mess of a perfection, you will find 
the ultimate reality. No one can explain this movie, 
check it out! 


The Fall - Tarsem Singh 
Wow 


Tip: Dance 


MATT 


Daydreaming isn’t necessarily an 
unproductive activity... 


Zu & Nobukazu Takemura - 
Identification With The Enemy: 

A Key To The Underworld 

If you’ve ever wondered what a fax machine having 


sex with a bass guitar, a saxophone and a drum set 
would sound like, then pick up, turn on and listen... 


Zu & Spaceways INC. - Radiale 
| think Sun Ra would approve, but don’t take my 
word for it... 


Edmund Welles - Tooth & Claw 


The answer to my private little prayers... 


Sleepytime Gorilla Museum - 


In Glorious Times 
The fine efforts of anti-rock... 


Secret Chiefs 3 - 
Path of Most Resistance 


A fully conceived, schizophrenic, middle-eastern, 
cine-metal opus. Let it be.. 


The Exquisite Short Films of 
Kihachiro Kawamoto - Directed 


by Kihachiro Kawamoto 
For those interested in the true art of stop motion 
and mixed media animation... 


Trans Am - Sex Change 
No hormone pills required... 


Eclectic Shorts by Eric Leiser - 


Directed by Eric Leiser 
Promising work by animation cinema’s hardest 
working young creative duo... 


Persepolis - Directed by Marjane 


Satrapi & Vincent Paronnaud 
Because revolution is for suckers... 


Kayo Dot - 
Blue Lambency Downward 


The Animation Show - DVD 


The Nightmare Before Christmas 
- DVD 


Tip: Note:The preceding picks are neither hip nor emo, 
seek cautiously. 





MICHAEL 


Electronic & Rock floor 


Derrick May - Innovator 

Wringing strange soul out of machines, Derrick May 
produced timeless techno in the earliest days when 
few cared about the new sound he helped bring 
into existence. In absolute honesty, it sounds slightly 
dated, but in the same way the earliest blues, jazz 
and rock do;a “datedness” that is both charming and 
primeval. For instance, some of it has a thin sound 
but in the way Muddy Waters or Robert Johnson 
worked with inferior technology, yet made more en- 
joyable music than their progeny. As far as | can tell, 
May is the most proud of Detroit (he still lives there) 
and it shows in his music which sounds like | imagine 
he would like the city to be: beautiful, stately, dirty, 
mellow at times and industrious in others. 


Gas - Nah und Fern 

The dance of nature. A forest’s life-force made au- 
dible. Wolfgang Voigt, founder of the Kompakt label, 
was working at the height of creativity under his Gas 
moniker. Listening to this box-set, | feel like | can 
hear leaves decomposing, moss growing and every 
other minute activity that goes on in life. 


Rod Modell - 
Incense & Black Light 


Similar to GAS, but this is the sound of a decom- 
posing Rust Belt city. | still feel like a part of it all, 
but instead of warmth, growth and decay, this music 
turns me into a piece of garbage blown around a 
desolate post-industrious city. Highways, power gen- 
erators, empty parking lots have been blurred into a 
wonderful work of art. 


MIKEBEE 


I’m the guy behind the guy behind the guy. 
| also buy all the electronica for the store. 


M83 - Saturdays=Youth 

Okay, I'll admit: | had dismissed this record when | 
was solicited for it. Being a buyer means that | get 
flooded with advances, and while | try to give them 
all a shot, | pass on the stuff | don’t think I'll like to 
save time. Not remotely being an M83 fan, | stuck it 
at the bottom of the pile, never to be given a second 
thought, until more and more of my friends were 
talking about the album online. Since | take this stuff 
(way too) seriously, | sat down with the record, in- 
haled deeply, and took it all in. It’s magnificent. An 
amalgam of ’80s UK alternative rock with ’90s shoe- 
gazer aesthetics, to say that it’s the soundtrack to 
a long-lost John Hughes movie isn’t remotely exag- 
gerating. There’s a Kate Bush-inspired track. A Psy- 
chedelic Furs one. For folks of a particular age and 
inclination, this album will ring so true I’m convinced 
someone will ultimately make a film to go along with 
this soundtrack. Maybe it'll be Hughes himself! 


Flying Lotus - Los Angeles 

Album of the Year? Probably. This is easily the most 
futuristic, forward-thinking record we got in 2008. 
It’s Hip Hop as translated by an alien civilization. Mu- 
sic produced by the progeny of the spliff-soaked dub 
reggae afronauts from Neuromancer. Black secret 
technology. Get blazed, turn it up, blow ya dome. 


Syclops - I’ve Got My Eye On You 
Maurice Fulton is a musical genius. He also seems 
more than a little crazy. Case in point: the credits 
for the Syclops album have Fulton listed as writer 
and producer, but then lists a Finnish trio as the ac- 
tual players. We all know Fulton has chops for days, 
so who are these dudes with the unpronounceable 
names, huh? My theory is that it’s all Fulton and the 
Finns are a smokescreen, for no apparent reason. 
Which is all fine and good, cause this album freaking 
SMOKES its way through uptempo synth funk, tribal 
psychedelic house music and trippy but focused 
rhythm workouts that tell you that the musicianship 
is top notch but COMPLETELY INSANE. Dude has 
been next-level since you were down with NKOTB, 
so get to knowin’. 


Lindstrom - 


Where You Go | Go Too 

Though 2007’s It’s A Freedelity Affair looked like 
Hans-Peter Lindstram’s debut album, it was mere- 
ly a singles collection to set you up for the next 
stage, the *real* debut titled Where You Go | Go Too 
and it’s blindingly good. The title track is a spacious 
30-minute piece that ditches the notion of singles 
and propels the listener into territory where disco 
and krautrock bands like Neu! and so-called New 
Age practitioners (and underrated musical heroes) 
like Vangelis meet, mingle and have lovely babies that 
you want to listen to on 30-minute loop, forever. 
While he was always hinting at these more explor- 
atory influences in his singles work, here Lindstrom 
dives in deep, wading in a sea of melody and rhythm, 
taking his sweet time figuring out where to go next, 
and when he does, the effect is staggering. Lush, 
flowing like a river, uplifting and energizing! 


Quiet Village - Silent Movie 

The sound of the summer. More than a mere chill- 
out soundtrack for upscale boutiques, QV are like 
sculptor-archaeologists, digging up gems from the 
past and then molding them into something familiar 
but not. Selecting from across the musical spectrum, 
the manifesto, if there is one, is laidback, free and 
funky above all. Top to bottom, my most listened-to 
release of ‘08. Unmissable. Grab it before the sun 
goes down! 


Also check out: 

Hercules & Love Affair - self-titled 
Studio - Yearbook 2 

Deepchord - Vantage Isle 


Padded Cell - Night Must Fall 

Various Artists - Death Before Distemper 2 
Various Artists - Cosmic Disco? Cosmic Rock!! 
Kuniyuki Takahashi - All These Things 

Koss - Four Worlds Converge as One 

Alex Moulton - Exodus 

Fujiya & Miyagi - Lightbulbs 

Various Artists - Muting the Noise 

Various Artists - Funky Nassau: The Compass Point Story 
Architeq - Birds of Prey 12” 

Fat Freddy’s Drop - The Camel 12” 

Hudson Mohawke - Ooops |2” 

reissues of The Orb’s back catalogue 

the Resident Advisor podcast (AWESOME) 

and anything by: 

Gatto Fritto 

Mock & Toof 

Cage & Aviary 


Locally, check out amazing local artists Windsurf, aka Sorcerer 
& Hatchback, NYC via Sacramento’s boundary-pushing Rong 
Music imprint and the wicked blog connecting local house/ 
disco heads Noodles of Love at http://www.divalona.blogs.com/ 
lovenoodles/ 





MIKE C. 


There is no one less visible than those we 
choose not to see. 


Sloppy Seconds - Endless Bummer 


Disembowelment - 
Transcendence Into The Peripheral 


Youth Group - The Night Is Ours 
Lake of Tears - Greater Art 


Fates Warning - 
Awaken the Guardian 


Tiamat - Amanethes 


Tip: 

Film: Kenny 

Book: My First Time:A Collection of First Punk Show 
Stories, by Chris Duncan. 


LIEBCHEN 


Brent Cash - How Will I Know If 


Pm Awake 

It’s the sound of endless summers and good vibra- 
tions. He assembled a mini-orchestra for this albums 
recording and the results are simply stunning. 


The Week That Was - s/t 

Good news for fans of Field Music’s Brewis broth- 
ers’. Peter Brewis is taking after his band mate and 
brother David Brewis by releasing a side-project 
dubbed The Week That Was. 


Lindstrom - 
Where You Go I Go Too 


The three impeccably crafted tracks on this EP are 
custom-made for late summer evenings. This is ex- 
actly the kind of dizzy that disco should make you 
feel. 


Latinamericarpet: Exploring the 
Vinyl Warp of Latin American Psy- 


chedelia Vol I - Various Artists 
Latin American 60s and ’70s oddities from Argen- 
tina, Brazil, Mexico, Peru, Chile, and Isle de Pascua 
(Easter Island) 


Eddie Bo - In The Pocket With 
Eddie Bo: New Orleans Rock&Roll, 
R&B, Soul and Funk goodies from 
1955-2007 


2 LP’s - 28 tracks from Crescent City funk and soul 
man, Eddie Bo. These records are funk magical! 


Invincible - Shapeshifters 

If you know what’s up you’d know Invincible has 
been rocking with the best since the nostalgic days 
of the Lyricist Lounge. We did a PPP in-store about five 
years ago and she performed as their guest and stole 
the show. She’s the thinking (wo)man’s emcee with 
exceptional vocabulary and subject matter ranging 
from gentrification to biblical conflict. 


Raphael Sadiq - The Way | See It 
A retro-soul movement has taken hold, and the lat- 
est from Raphael Saadiq is firmly rooted with a 60’s 
sound. It’s got the usual array of high-profile guests 
as well as the legendary Stevie Wonder on harmoni- 
ca and harmonies. -- AWWWWW, SNAP SON! 


HONORABLE MENTION 

Various Artists - So Young But So Cold- Underground French 
Music 1977-1983, Various Artists - BIPPP: French Synth Wave 
1979 - 85, Beach House - Devotion, Bon Iver - For Emma, 
Forever Ago, Chicha Libre - {Sonido Amazonico!, /*DaVeY - 
The Beauty in Distortion / The Land Of The Lost, White 
Willams - New Violance EP, The Explorers Club - Freedom 
Wind, Zu & Nobukazu Takemura - Identification With The 
Enemy:A Key to the Underworld and a BIG shout out to 

Li? Weezy! 


Tip: 
I’m really excited about The Fresh & Onlys! 


M. NERO NAVA 


“Benefactory” 


Sheila E. - Romance 1600 

So finally this album is reissued. Very often people 
come into the store, or friends ask me,““What Prince 
album is that song ‘A Love Bizarre’ on?” And | say, 
“It’s a Sheila E. song from the out of print album 
Romance | 600, although Prince wrote, produced, and 
performed on the album.” It’s promising news to 
hear any of the Paisley Park reissues. And | think this 
album is much better then Sheila’s first (and very in 
print) album The Glamorous Life. Now, | am crossing 
my fingers for reissues of Vanity 6 and The Family. 


Lou Reed, Laurie Anderson, and 


John Zorn - The Stone: Issue Three 
This is a limited edition benefit album for the art- 
ist workspace called The Stone. This strange improv 
album brings together Lou Reed, Laurie Anderson, 
and John Zorn. | am not really an improv music guy 
or anything. | mean | like jazz, and stuff like that; but 
this really did it for me. I’m an enormous fan of Lou’s 
guitar playing and sound. So honestly, it didn’t mat- 
ter what Laurie was doing or Zorn was blowing on. 
Lou’s guitar playing is amazing, rhythmic, gutsy, nasty, 
sloppy, clean, angular and moody; everything that 
makes Lou vanguard and cutting edge in his 60’s. 


Batman: Gotham Knight - DVD 

It’s no secret | am a little nuts about Batman. | 
remember trading in my Superman Underoos for a 
Batman T-shirt. Batman is my religion. Even before 
the whole bat-craze of the last few years, before 
Burton’s Batman, | was reading Batman as a kid. 

| clearly remember an incident when a teacher 
asked me what | wanted to be when | grew up. 
remember thinking... Batman, or...a rockstar? But 
sheepishly saying “I don’t know...” This DVD cer- 
tainly makes me feel like a kid again. It’s animated 
with four episodes, a PG-13 rating, and a detective 
noirish quality, along with tales of the Batman phi- 
losophy in action. Good thing | didn’t see this when 
| was younger.Who knows -- | may one day end up 
tortured, running around a foggy city in the middle 
of the night with black clothes on trying to make 
sense of my existence. 


My music tip is: please spare me the trend chasing, give me 
songs, just songs. The album is dead, let’s not let the song 


MR. MUDDBIRD 
(NOD FACTOR CREW) 


Okeechobee swamp boy turned 
209 Mudvillain turned SF city cyclin’ 
deejay waxaholic! 


Siah & Yeshua dapoED - 


Visualz Anthology 

Truly unique slice of underground Hip-Hop history. 
First six tracks were released as a rare & long out 
of print, vinyl-only EP on Bobbito’s legendary Fondle 
‘Em label for which originals still sell for $50-75... So 
ill!!! Absolute necessity... 


Invincible - Shapeshifters 

Ladies, show ya love! Fellas, don’t front! This fem- 
emcee outta the D (detroit) has got all the tools 
required... Ill flow, substantial lyrics and bangin’ 
production by the likes of Wajeed & Black Milk! 
Definitely NOT to be slept on... Deejays, be sure to 
pick up the 12” single too... (for the instrumentals... 
Yeeeeah!) 


Black Spade - To Serve With Love 
Why a Hip Hop album this good isn’t on wax, | 
haven’t a clue!!! Regardless, this album is one of my 
2008 champs... Black Spade humorously floats over 
self produced (under the name Stoney Rock) synthy- 
broken-bounciness with a swagger and soul all his 
own. Give it a scan at the listening stations and I’m 
sure you'll feel me... 


Shape Of Broad Minds - Craft Of 
The Lost Art 


Producer/emcee Jneiro Jarel attacks with an army 
of alter egos +1 (Jawwaad) in this magical mystery 
tour of crunchy jazz samples and celestial synths. 
Truly solid and original, featuring contributions from 
Count Bass D, Stacey Epps and MF DOOM! To top 
it off... The cover design GLOWS IN THE DARK!!! 
(awesome...) 


Flying Lotus - Los Angeles + L.A. 
EPs 1-3 


Not that this cat needs anymore pub from us or 
anything, but man! He’s got some ill beats. Melodi- 
cally he combines cosmic synthesizer madness with 
a glitchy Dilla-esque bounce to entrance any and 
all within earshot. If you ever see his previous EP, 
Reset, snatch it! This is one bandwagon actually 
worth boarding... 


Karl Hector & The Malcouns - 


Sahara Swing 

Co-conspirators of the Poets of Rhythm & the 
Whitefield Bros. projects deliver yet another tasty 
slice of kraut-funk with an Afro-percussive tinge on 
the Stonesthrow funk imprint. Amazing...With every 
release these cats continue to progress as musicians 
and composers. (More please...) 


Tip: 

Check out the NOD FACTOR every Tuesday @ the Cellar (685 
Sutter, Downtown SF) for your weekly fix of classic & below- 
radar Hip Hop, Soul, Electronic beats & other funky obscurities. 
(Myspace.com/nodfactorSF) Keep diggin’... 


a 








RACHEL 


in motion. 


ZU/ Mats Gustafsson - 


How to Raise an Ox 
yes. yes. yes. 


Robert Dick and Ursel Schlicht - 
Photosphere 


i want to make music like THIS. 


Bobby Hutcherson - Head On 


how did i live until now without hearing it? 


John Zorn - The Dreamers 
mind blowing. 


Nils Bultmann - Terminally 


Unique 
local to bay area! 


Tip: 
if in nyc, go to the stone. 





RICHARD 


These recent releases range between tickling my fancy 
and moments of pure bliss and are listed in no particular 
order regarding obtaining similar results... 


BILL FRISELL - History Mystery 
Quite Good! 


TOUMANI DIABATE - 


Mande Variations 
Quite Superb! 


EMMYLOU HARRIS - 


All | Intended To Be 
Quite Wonderful! 


JORDI SAVALL/ 
HESPERION XXI - 
Estampes & Danses Royales - 


Le manuscrit du roi ca. 1270-1320 
Quite Transcendental! 


KASAI ALLSTARS - In the 7th 
Moon, the Chief Turned into a 
Swimming Fish and He Ate the 
Head of His Enemy by Magic 


Quite Invigorating! 


EX CATHEDRA/ 
JEFFERY SKIDMORE - 
Fire Burning In Snow - Baroque 


Music From Latin America-3 
Quite Extraordinary! 


RY COODER - ! Flathead 


Quite Marvelous! 


BUDDY GUY - Skin Deep 
Quite Nice! 


JOHN SANTOS QUINTET - 
Papa Mambo 


Quite Sabroso! 


VAN MORRISON - 
Veedon Fleece 


(Remastered Edition) 
Quite! 


RANT! 
.. The BADDEST mofo low-down ‘round 


1) Darktown Strutters - 
Directed by William Witney 


O.k. folks, this go-round, I'd like to mention some 
rather obscure (and not-so obscure) films I’ve been 
lovin’ for years... CAUTION: most of these films are 
quite trippy/weird/bizzare - but hey, I’m a trippy/ 
weird/bizzare kind of guy. ;) I'll start it off with the 
ever-ill Darktown Strutters. In the annals of the ’70s 
black cinema (AKA Blaxploitation) revolution, I’m 
co-signing this one as the wildest, boldest, extreme 
& most brazen of them all. ...Only in the ’70s 
could this film have been made, and even 
THEN | wonder... It tells the story in 
a very abstracted/fractured urban fairy 
tale style of Syreena, who’s in an all-girl 
motorcycle gang, looking for her mother, 
Cinderella. On her search, she comes 
across characters of ALL kinds: street phar- 
maceutical “Pot-Sicle” vendors, a whacked-out all- 
men motorcycle gang, a KKK motorcycle gang, men 
in pig masks wearing pink tights & a cape and a shi- 
esty private investigator, amongst others... Her nem- 


makes fun of so many black stereotypes and pulls it 
off in a perversely weird way earns my full respect, 
as it’s such a very sensitive line to even make parody 
of, but that’s why the viewer HAS to get the joke. 
All-in-all, this film has a “live action looney tunes” 
vibe to it with very animated characters & events 
taking place here. Find this film & let me know your 
thoughts on it...I’d be interested in hearing them. 


2) Space Is the Place - 
Directed by John Coney 


Another pick from the ’70s black cinema era: 
the cult classic, Space Is the Place...Again, ONLY 
in the 70’s could this film have been made... 
Well... MAYBE the early ’80s. Filmed 
entirely in Oakland, this black 
sci-fi trip-out stars 
the late, great Sun 
Ra and his Myth-Solar 
Science Arkestra. As a free-thinker who was lit- 
erally lost in space, he returns to Earth to col- 
lect good-hearted/spirited black people to re- 
turn with him to start a colony on a far away 
planet (HEY, SIGN ME UP!!!!!). In the way of his 
mission is (of course) the government, trying to learn 
the mental knowledge and secrets which Ra has. But 
Ra has another, even more important threat: The 
Overseer, who sees to it that Earth stays corrupted 
and people (particularly black folks) don’t gain the 
knowledge in which to uplift themselves (hmmm... 
sounds like Bush!). Yeah, it gets pretty deep, but if 
Sun Ra’s involved in a project expect it to get deep, if 
not flat-out trippy as hell (which this film is, in an un- 
derstandable way). The new generation of late teens 



























and young adults have been slowly discovering this 
film — mostly due to their admiration of Ra’s phi- 
losophy and music (as well as word-of-mouth), but 
it’s a favorite amongst them, so check it out! 


3) Godzilla vs. Megalon - 
Directed by Jun Fukuda 


Next is one from my childhood, which | still to this 
day can never seem to get enough of, Godzilla vs. Meg- 
alon. I'll first start-off by saying that I’m a hardcore 
G-fan! Ever since the early ’70s, | was weened on 
Godzilla and this film has always stuck with me, sim- 
ply for the campy, cheezy, yet humorously groovy 
nature of the film. Now | must be fair, amongst the 
plethora of G-fans, this film ranks low on 
their faves list - but | personally disagree 
(besides, how can this film be as bad as 
the HORRENDOUSLY sucky Godzilla’s 
Revenge or Son Of Godzilla? This film also 
introduces us not only to Megalon (a giant 
roach/beetle, me thinks?), but the ultrakool 
Jet Jaguar. Also, for rap fans, MF Doom sam- 
pled bits & pieces of this film as his alias, King 
Geedorah, for his Take Me To Your Leader album, 
as well as on the Monster Island Czars album. 
..Good for a lazy weekend ...Order a pizza, get 
a slurpee, some botanicals (wink, wink), and get 
your Toho monsterin’ on flex! 


4) Godzilla, Mothra, 
King Ghidorah: Giant Monsters 
All Out Attack - Directed by 


Shusuke Kaneko 

This one, to me, is the BEST G-film I’ve seen to 
date!! Kickass fight scenes with not as much 
human time (the main complaint of ALL G- 


and a good storyline. This is also probably 
the only time we'll ever see King Ghi- 
dorah (AKA The Thousand Year 
Dragon) as the good guy, 
while Godzilla’s the bad 
one in this... and BOY 
is he bad!!! He’s brought 
to life by the spirits of fallen Asian 
victims of WW?2, and Godzilla exacts some 
serious revenge on humans (Japan in general), as 
well as the monsters battling it. As an added treat, 
they throw-in Baragon to deal with the mega-evil 
Godzilla, as well as Mothra & Ghidorah. As far as 
G-films go, it doesn’t get any better than this (so 
far)... This one was made strictly for the fans, as far 
as I’m concerned. 


5) Wigstock:The Movie - 


Directed by Barry Shils 

That brings us to the drag-cult fave, Wigstock:The 
Movie. Peaches Christ may be the up-coming drag 
queen diva of San Francisco (I still say Heklina rules 
around here, but you always need an heir apparent, 


folks), but Lady Bunny rules over ALL, as well as Ru- 
paul!!! | use to attend the Wigstock events when | 
was living in New York in the early ’90s - and let me 
tell you, those events were MAJOR FUN!!!! Slap a 
wig on your head or go in full drag regalia, release 
your tension and have fun. There are SO many is- 
sues far more important in this world than the little 
petty ones we often blow-up out of proportion. This 
doc-film captures the fun of the events as | remem- 
ber them. We see various performers getting ready 
for the show: their performance, costumes/dresses... 
and most importantly, picking out the perfect wig 
to sport. One of the stand-out performances comes 
from Joey Arias — a drag pioneer and staple in 
the New York drag scene [for those in the know, 
he was one of the dancers in the video for 
Man Parrish’s ’80s club classic “Hip Hop 
(Don’t Stop)”] — as he “channels” Billy 
Holiday. That one always freaks me out a 
bit (in a good way). It’s a really striking 
performance. Other notable perfor- 
mances come from Jackie Beat and 
Misstress Formika, Lipsynka... Among 
many others. | don’t think I’ll ever 
get tired of watching this one... cause 
it takes me back to a New York that re- 
ally isn’t there anymore. I’m not sure if 
Bunny’s still throwing the Wigstock events; 

| believe it’s kinda’ like what Heklina’s doing 
to the now-defunct legendary S.F drag show, 
Trannyshack... Now she just throws a big 
TShack one-off night or boat partie from 
time-to-time, | personally don’t think so, 
but, pay attention, New York... Bunny al- 
ways has a trick or three up her skirt... :) 
VIVA WIGSTOCK'!!!!! 


6) Master Of 
The Flying 
Guillotine 

- Directed 
by Jimmy Wang Yu 

Then there’s the freakish kung-fu cult classic, Mas- 
ter Of the Flying Guillotine, sequel to The One Armed 
Boxer, which also starred Jimmy Wang Yu. A long- 
time fave amongst kung-fu film enthusiasts who de- 
sire a bit more out of their “chop-socky”... this one’s 
completely over-the-top with it! The characters are 
quite memorable, but none as much as the hindu 
master who can extend and retract his arms at will. 
Of course, there are cheesy moments in this film 
- but it pales to the off-the-meathook action it deliv- 
ers. If this film were in 3-D, it would be even more 
uber-awesome!!! A must-have for your kung-fu film 
collection. 


7) The Car - Directed by 


Elliot Silverstein 

Here is another childhood favorite, The Car. It seems 
to be one of those“... either you love it or hate it...” 
— type of films that we all come across every now- 






















and then. The plot is pretty basic; a mysterious, yet 
deadly, car appears out of nowhere in the Arizona 
Desert and terrorizes any and everyone it comes 
in contact with on the road in a small town (always 
a small town) Is it a madman? Is it a demon??Is it 
the devil himself??? Whatever it is, the sheriff (played 
by James “Mr. Barbara Striesand” Brolin) has to stop 
this evil or else doomed. This film (and all others 
released ‘round the same time) was greatly over- 
shadowed by another little film that came out at 
the same time, Star Wars, so it really never got the 
moderate respect it truly deserves. The plot to the 
film isn’t much, but the car chases makes up for any 
weak points... namely, the “roll over two cars at the 
same time” scene in the film, and the even more 
dynamic, “car through the house” scene — CLAS- 
SICH :) As much as I’m against remakes (if it 
ain’t broke - DON’T FIX IT!!), | can see this 
“film being remade at some point in time 
_- — and going by the way Hollywood has 
_ gone retarded with remakes (make a frig- 
gin’ ORIGINAL film, Hollywood!!!!), it’s only 
™ a matter of time...but with this, here’s some 
\ tips | have for ‘em: 


|) Make the film a hard “R”. 

2) Make the film darker and scarier (hence, the 
hard “R”.) 
3) Develop the plot more, take out the cheese. 
4) Don’t get name actors, get unknowns, but GOOD 
unknowns. 
5) Give the car some extra “powers” (i.e. spikes that 
stick out of the wheels at will, etc.) 


Alright, enough of my jabberin’, check this film out, 
already. 


8) Maestro - Directed by 


Josell Ramos 
This one that really puts me in a nostalgic place 
(as if the others didn’t, right?). Josell Ramos’ 
Maestro, is a very informative insight into the 
early (i.e. golden) days of New York club DJing 
and what sparked it all off from the get-go. Initially, 
this documentary focuses on two legendary clubs: 
The Loft and The Paradise Garage; with the one 
and only legendary DJ, Larry Levan (R.I.P.). It also 
touches on other highly notable DJ’s and clubs 
of the era, of which some are still breaking new 
ground in today’s club culture/scene. I’m a die-hard 
N.Y.C. club-kid at heart and will always be... no 
one can change me on that. | grew-up in the later 
years within that magic time of clubbin’ (early to 
mid ’80s) so | know The Loft and The Paradise Ga- 
rage (or “The Garage” as it’s more normally called) 
well. For all the newer generations of club-kids 
out there, you HAVE to know your history... SERI- 
OUSLY!!! You have to know your past in order to 
know your future... and frankly, clubbin’ sucks right 
now (to me) because everyone’s copying everyone. 
Folks aren’t really pushing the creative limits (as if 
creativity had limits) of their individual self. This is 
what | personally feel about today’s scene, but that’s 
not to say that folks aren’t trying, and to them | tip 


my hat and give major props. In the long run, THEY 
will be the ones who put it all back on the right 
track.Anyhoo (stepping off my rantacular soapbox), 
everyone who went to either club (or both) back 
then had stories and stories about those spots. 
This double-DVD set is a definate MUST for all 
who crave that club knowledge of a time gone by, 
but whose legacy still shines and will forever. Disc 
two has even more goodies on it with ultra-rare 
footage of The Garage, a rare radio interview with 
Tee Scott (R.I.P), a Ron Hardy (R.I.P) reflection 
and Frankie Knuckles’ thoughts of the era, amongst 
others. A very nice & proper introduction to 
the beginning of NYC dance music... which eventu- 
ally became the world’s dance music. Give respect 
where it’s due... 


Panacea - 


Low Profile Darkness 

This is arguably the most brutal Jungle (some call 
this “Drum & Bass”... but | prefer “Jungle’”) album 
I’ve ever heard (Ed Rush & Optical’s Torque album is 
a close second, though). Germany’s Panacea terms 
his style “Horror-tech” & with good reason. His 
productions are epic sound-scapes — or more 
like a universe of terror... seriously. | later worked 
with him on his next album, Twisted Designs, then 
lent my vocals on Phoenix Metabolism (as “rant!”)... 
but | prefer his first album, as it just brought the 
pain | always wanted to hear in that genre of music. 
Definitely NOT for the happy-step folks. This is ALL 
dark,ALL hard beats with a hard-assed attitude that 
permeates the whole atmosphere of its sound and 
style. Panacea put Germany on the Jungle map with 
this album. His more recent offerings have been 
way more toned-down (though, | hear he’s getting 
back into his original ‘low profile’ mode again) and 
doesn’t offer the listener the sonic brutalityhe was 
known for on earlier releases. So if you like your 
Jungle with darkness and cryptic thunder, GET THIS 
ALBUM!! 


Power Of Zeus - 
The Gospel According To Zeus 


Now this was a damn good find for me! The 1970 
release of The Gospel According To Zeus by Detroit’s 
Power Of Zeus (I believe this is their only release) 
is one for the High On Fire, Hawkwind, MC-5- 
esque crowd. | like my rock with grit & balls, folks! 
None of that mild stuff (well, not TOO much) and 
Power Of Zeus delivers that, as well as some inter- 
nally trippy escapades (mostly into the hereafter.) 
Not too long ago, the only way one could obtain a 
copy of this rare album was to go to record shows, 
but not anymore... :) Their signature song (as well 
as album opener,) “It Couldn’t Be Me,” is probably 
the only song you'll find from them on 70’s obscure 
rock compilations, and it’s definitely a muscle car 
song with riffs that will be felt long after the song’s 
over (I keep finding myself humming the riffs from 
time-to-time.) Gotta’ love ’70s hard rock! Music 
Review 


Stark Reality - Now 

Ya’ know, I'll put it down strictly like this: Peanut 
Butter Wolf’s Stones Throw is THEE premier label 
of not only today, but the swiftly-approaching future. 
This label has been geekin’ me out with all the inter- 
esting releases they’ve been droppin’. They refuse 
to be just a regular, run-of-the-mill Hip Hop label 
by delving deep into quite a few genres. It’s run by 
people like you and me: the music enthusiast with 
that certain special taste for the extra funk, psyche- 
delic and basically just eclectic-ness all about. | don’t 
know how they got the rights to this long out-of- 
print and extremely hard-to-find album (you had to 
go to record shows to even SEE it in person!), but 
I’m damn-sure glad they did! Boston, Massachusetts’ 
Stark Reality only put out this one album (to my 
knowledge) and it was based off of a children’s show 
that use to run on PBS back in the ’50s called Hoagy 
Camichael’s Music Shop. What Monty Stark and his 
band did was redo the old songs that were used on 
that show & what they came up with was a sampler’s 
delight in grooves, beats and lyrics. Just the opener 
alone, “Junkman’s Song” has more laid-back, kool- 
but-deadly beats in the first few seconds of the song 
than alot of what's out there now. Other notable 
songs here are: “Cooking,” the pro-black unity chant 
“Say Brother,’ “All You Need To Make Music” (which 
actually teaches you all you need to make music... 
but with a VERY hot groove in the background!), etc, 
etc. Now that | put the bug in your ear, go out ‘n get 
this album! 


Tip: 

Take off them ugly-ass “stunna shades” and fake gold & silver 
rope chains, pull your pants up and let’s get down to makin’ 
some seriously good music, folks!! ...oh and hipsters killed the 




















ROBERT EDWIN HAINES 


Gluteal enthusiast, pomposity deflater, 
collectibles speculator, punk rock section 
custodian and all around killer dude. 


The Ex & Getatchew Mekuria - 


Moa Anbessa 

Re-released at a reasonable price after originally 
being available only as an expensive import, this in- 
credible collaboration between the Dutch Anarchist 
punk collective & the Ethiopian saxophone giant 
(best known for his work on Ethiopiques Vol. 14) is 
a classic collision between The Ex’s angular politi- 
cal post-punk jaggedness & Mekuria’s dark, mourn- 
ful soul. Each complements rather than diffuses the 
other resulting in an alchemical Afro-Punk melee of 
raw, visceral energy. 


The Gits Movie - 
Directed by Kerri O’Kane 


An inspiring, heartbreaking documentary on the 
Ohio transplants who landed in Seattle at grunge 
ground zero and avoided the bloated rockist tenden- 
cies of the local scene to play furious, powerful punk 
rock. Led by the incredible Mia Zapata,who brought 
a fearless Bessie Smith meets Patti Smith authority 
to her vocals and a street poet’s poison pen to her 
lyrics, the band delivered four years of life changing 
shows and emotional catharsis until Mia was bru- 
tally raped and strangled to death on July 7,1993. 
The documentary chronicles the bands history and 
the effect that Mia’s murder had on her bandmates 
and the Seattle music community as a whole. The 
film had actually been completed, when after being 
unsolved for ten years, advances in DNA technology 
lead to the arrest and conviction of a Florida man for 
her murder. The filmmakers have added that foot- 
note to a beautiful portrait of a wonderful, unique 
talent destroyed before her time. 


















James Jackson Toth - 

Waiting In Vain 

After dozens of recordings of varying degrees of 
sound quality under various permutations of the 
Wooden Wand moniker, New York to Tennessee 
transplant JJT delivers a classic singer-songwriter 
record. Fronting a band led by San Francisco’s favor- 
ite hillbilly Shayde Sartin and complemented by his 
wife Jessica’s incredible contributions as harmony 
singer/vocal arranger, Toth delivers his finest set of 
songs to date with clean, dry production courtesy of 
Seattle legend Steve Fisk (Beat Happening, The Gits). 
From the bouncing opener “Nothing Hides” to the 
John Lennon/Plastic Ono Band-ish “Look In On Me” 
and “Poison Oak,” JJT and band deliver a record 
that captures a delicate interplay between vocalists/ 
lyricist and accompanists that no record in recent 
memory can touch. The musical touchstones are 
there (a Dylan-esque shuffle like “Beulah The Good”, 
a mournful Tim Hardin-esque ballad like “Do What 
You Can”) but there is never an air of pastiche. It is 
the sound of soulful players doing their level best to 
do some great songs justice. 


The Replacements - 


Stink [Deluxe Edition} 
The Beatles are the greatest band of all time. They 
started the idea of the “rock band” & they did it 
better than anyone has or frankly ever will. That 
being said, put a gun to my head & hook a car bat- 
tery up to my tender bits and | will shout... No, 
SCREAM... that The Replacements are my favorite 
band of all time. In collaboration with Rhino Re- 
cords, the Mats early Twin Tone Records catalogue 
has been lovingly re-issued complete with archi- 
val booklets chock full of killer photos, wonder- 
ful anecdotes from band members & associates & 
additional ephemera (a note to club owners from 
the then 14 year old bassist Tommy Stinson’s mom 
giving him permission to play in bars). The three 
Twin Tone LP’s (1981’s SORRY MA FORGOT TO TAKE 
OUT THE TRASH, 1983’s HOOTENANNY and1984’s 
masterpiece LET IT BE) are all essential. So why did | 
select their almost forgotten 1982 eight song mini- 
album STINK? Well...funny you should ask. Aside 
from the rampaging hardcore opener “Kids Don’t 
Follow” and snotty punk anthems galore (“Fuck 
School”, “Dope Smoking Moron” and “Gimme 
Noise”) this re-issue includes the previously unre- 
leased anti-plastic surgery anthem “Staples In Her 
Stomach” and punked out covers of Hank Williams 
“Hey Good Lookin’” and Bill Haley’s “Rock Around 
The Clock.” These, great though they may be, pale 
in comparison to the closing bonus track, a 
1982 Paul Westerberg solo home demo 
called “You’re Getting Married,” a harrow- 
ing plea to a female friend not to marry 
the wrong person too young that stands 
with “Unsatisfied,” “Answering Machine” 
& “Here Comes A Regular” as Westerberg’s 
most emotional work. If you make it through that 
jam dry-eyed | feel sorry for you. 


Love-Love Story - Directed by 
Chris Hall & Mike Kerry 


Long awaited DVD documentary of the greatest Los 
Angeles band and their incredibly gifted and equally 
troubled frontman Arthur Lee. The first racially inte- 
grated rock band, Love descended on the ’60s L.A. 
club scene with a sound at first garagey and raw but 
later poetic and artful always winding the path of 
Arthur's absurdist/surrealist creativity. | am honored 
to have been able to see Arthur live several times 
(including a string section accompanied perfor- 
mance of Love’s 1967 psychedelic masterpiece For- 
ever Changes) before he succumbed to leukemia in 
his native Memphis in 2006 and the interviews with 
him perfectly capture the fine line between beauty 
and barely contained rage that he brought to every 
performance. As difficult and paranoid as he could 
be, any serious music fan should be grateful the man 
left a legacy of truly beautiful art and melody. Rest In 
peace, finally, Mr. Lee. 


Tip: 
Just ask yourself...What would Big Ant do? 


S—=—= 


RW 


The Verve - Forth 

The Verve, last of the great Manchester bands, always 
poised on the precipice of greatness, and always 
plagued by the worst possible luck ever... Ah, but the 
excesses... Despite (or because of) their recent suc- 
cess/reunion headlining at Coachella, The Verve has 
always been an emotionally stormy and transcen- 
dental experience all wrapped into one and the new 
record delivers the quintessential goods just as we 
remembered them before The Stones beat them to 
death in the courtroom. 


The Charlatans UK - 
BEST OF THE BBC RECORDINGS 
1999-2006 


When all of your other favorite bands ditched the 
sound that made you really dig them in the first place 
there was always The Charlatans UK, who have re- 
mained consistently delicious since their first album 
way back in a baggier 1990. This 2-disc live recording 
is a testament to that consistancy--live album skep- 
tics , and we are many, will be amazed that these 
actually are live performances and not recorded in 
the studio. Music to accompany Vespa excursion. 


RYAN 


These are new records that | find to be sick and all just 
so happen to sync up perfectly with Godzilla vs. the Smog 
Monster; check them out... 


Black Mayonnaise - 
Unseen Collaborator 


NEW THRILL PARADE- Slumber 
In Colorland 


Harvey Milk - Life... The Best 
Game In Town 


Ascend - Ample Fire Within 


Trevor Dunn - Four Films 


SCOTT 


Scott W (son of Bill W.); pounding the 
pavement on a reg basis. Picking magnolia 
blossoms & drinking tequila with 
Odwalla Summertime Lime. Hickey. 


DVDs 

Darkon/Drakmar: L.A.R.P. at it’s best! Joe Strummer’s 
documentary will make you buy Walker. .. sound- 
track & watch John from Cincinati again. Must see 
-- cool school doc by Morgan Neville and tar bela’s 
satantango - Andre Kertesz photos brought to life: 
my grandfather was born in Hungary. Also the Dan 
Deacon thing w/ our govenator. Rock. Ford. Files. 
Herzog, always. 


Dockstader 
Eight electronic pieces/aerial/pond/bijou: tod dock- 
stader. Required. 


Sun City Girls - You’re Never 
Alone With A Cigarette 


Seattle/Arizona give us a slice of ‘88, 20 yrs ago... 
20 is the new 50! There’s even a song dedicated to 
our local god, Bill Shatner (“Listen To Flip”)... The 
Sublime Frequencies videos are way worth time/$. 
The Thai Mississippi {sic} vinyl is well worth a day’s 
work. 


edition rz 
a $15 piece of plastic that will change you into a 
bug 


Bobby Hutcherson - Head On 

| have had this on LP since the early ’90s, and | re- 
member loaning it to a D} friend... It took months 
before | got it back, everyone dug it so much... The 
small disc version has an extra 40+ minutes of 
AMAZING bonus material recorded back then. Get 
it or regret it! 


Spiritual Jazz - Various Artists 
Available on 2-LP for $26 and CD for $20.The cost is 
well worth the stunning quality of cut collection and 
liner notes. But a two dollar LP every six weeks. 


Colin McPhee 
Allmusic the guy. Read his book. Live the gamelan life. 
Go to Bali/Java- monkeychant// 


Tip: 

Read: Kem Nunn, Don Winslow, Allan C.Weisbecker, Ross 
Macdonald, Cormac Mccarthy, Ramon Cartwright, Hunter S. 
Thompson and Jeff Brouws. 


SEAN 


..Cram it up ur cramhole! ... Treehouse, 
bitches! ... WHAT!?! ...Respecto!! 


Three Inches of Blood - 
Fire Up the Blades 


This actually came out last year, but I’m gonna give 
it a shout out anyway, cause it’s a total face-melter. | 
was worried when their singer replaced the WHOLE 
BAND between their first record and this one, but 
they still sound freakin’ AWESOME! If you like your 
metal fast and old-school, you’re gonna love these 


guys! 


The Comedians of Comedy: 
Live at the Troubadour - DVD 


This show features so many of the top comics work- 
ing today, that if you can’t find SOMEONE who you 
think is hilarious, you are officially dead inside, and 
you should just get it over with and start punching 
orphans already. 


The Wire: Season 5 

The final season of arguably the greatest show EVER 
to air on television. If you still haven’t seen this show 
then you need to immediately get your hands on the 
first few seasons and call in sick to work for about a 
week and thank me later. 


It?s Always Sunny in Philidelphia: 
Seasons | -3 - Directed by 
Dan Attias 


Irreverent, boundary-pushing and utterly hilarious! 
This is hands down the funniest sitcom on the air 
since Fox pulled the plug on Arrested Development. 
Watching Charlie Day scream into a twelve year 
old’s face “YOU ARE THE ONE THAT IS UGLY!!!” 
makes me crack up every time. | guess that’s just the 
kinda guy | am. 


Mike Birbiglia - My Secret Public 


Journal 

One of my favorite stand-up albums of the last cou- 
ple of years. This one is a must! From being asked to 
attend a celebrity golf tournament where his golf- 
ing partners didn’t know he was their celebrity, to 
describing his parents encounter with a crazy porn 
virus on their computer, Birbigs really knows how to 
bring the funny. 


Tip: 

myspace.com/seanmurphyishilarious — support local stand-up 
comedy!! Keep ur eyes peeled for my new internet sitcom, 
Murphy’s Flaw, coming soon on Myspace & Youtube! 





SHERYL 


In Bruges - 
Directed by Martin McDonagh 


A mysterious dark comedy about two hitmen (Co- 
lin Farrell & Brendan Gleeson), sent by their boss 
(Ralph Fiennes), from London to wait his instruc- 
tions in the city of Bruges, Belgium. While staying in 
Bruges they encounter an assortment of local inhab- 
itants and visitors. But the most intriguing character 
is the city itself. Director Martin McDonagh embarks 
you on a tour through the city as the story unfolds 
with intense scenes, politically incorrect dialog and 
enough twist and turns that will have one traveling 
to their nearest DVD player. 


STACEY 


“Laps were made for sleeping cats 
and good books.” -Anon- 


Van Duren - Are You Serious? 

At last! 30 years after it’s initial limited release, this 
holy grail of power pop is finally available in the U.S.! 
Duren is a product of the fertile Memphis scene 
that spawned Big Star, and even played in bands with 
Chris Bell and Jody Stevens. A gifted songwriter pos- 
sessed of a powerful yet sweet voice, Duren pens 
melodic and bouncy pop that will appeal almost ev- 
eryone, but especially to fans of Todd Rundgren and 
Emitt Rhodes. 


Sloan - Parallel Play 

The lads of Canada’s Sloan have been together for 
17 years, and their tenth studio album finds them 
musing on what it is like to be playing rock & roll 
while staring down the road at middle age. Picking 
up where Never Hear The End Of It left off, Parallel 
Play highlights the distinctive style of each of the four 
songwriters, and proves that they are never to old to 
kick some rock butt. 


The Explorers Club - 


Freedom Wind 

Many pop bands worship at the alter of Brian Wilson, 
but none more so or more expertly than Charles- 
ton, South Carolina’s Explorers Club. Many will ask 
if we really need a band that sounds exactly like The 
Beach Boys. Well, when the album is THIS GOOD, 
the answer is absolutely, positively YES! 


Roger Joseph Manning Jr. - 
Catnip Dynamite 

(Japanese import) 

This second album from the baroque-pop genius 
behind Jellyfish, Imperial Drag, and The Moog Cook- 
book is totally worth the hefty, import price. More 
rockin’ and less twee than his previous solo effort, 
Roger hasn’t sounded this good since Spilt Milk. 


Pugwash - 


Eleven Modern Antiquities 

Pugwash on it’s own is a group of outstanding song- 
writers: Thomas Walsh, Keith Farrell, and Johnny 
Boyle. But take into account the guest artists on 
this album (Andy Partridge, Dave Gregory, Neil Han- 
non, Michael Penn, Jason Falkner, The Section Quar- 
tet, Nelson Bragg) and you have the pop supergroup 
equivalent of Bad Company or Asia. | recommend 
this immensely likeable record to any fans of The 
Beatles, E.L.O.,and XTC. 


Clint Sutton - 
Clint Sutton 


The Well Wishers 
(jeff Shelton of Spinning Jennies) 
= How I Won The War 


School Of Language (David 
Brewis of Field Music) - 
Sea From Shore 


Julie Ocean (Jim Spellman/ 
Terry Banks) - Long Gone And 
Nearly There 


From Bubblegum To Sky - 
A Soft Kill 


Thank You Friends: The Ardent 
Records Story (UK import) - 
Various Artists 


Ken Stringfellow - 

Sellout Cover Sessions 
Vol. | (Norwegian 
import) 















Three Hour 
Tour - 
B Side Oblivion 


Bryan Scary 
& The 
Shredding 
Tears - 
Flight Of 
The Knife 


Beautiful Escape: The Songs of 
The Posies Revisited - 
Various Artists 


Tip: 

Must-have reissues: Richard X. Heyman: Actual Sighs, Basic 
Glee, and Heyman Hoosier & Herman, Nick Lowe: Jesus Of 
Cool , The Replacements: Sorry Ma, Forgot To Take Out the 
Trash, Stink, Hootenanny, and Let It Be. 


STEVE 


Due to everything that happened this year | 
didn’t enjoy a lot but here is a list 
of what | did. 


“La Roue” (The Wheel) 

A 4 1/2 hour silent French movie from 1920. Writ- 
ten and directed by Abel Gance. It’s editing style 
is still innovative today. | wish it ran another 4 1/2 
hours. 


“Lubitsch Musicals” 


Four pre-code musicals. Light, funny and charming. 
These show the Lubitsch Touch. 


Forbidden Hollywood Collection 
Vol. Two 


More pre-code fun. “Night Nurse” is the toughest 
and best film on here. 


The Wire Season 5 

| lied. | haven’t finished watching it, but I’m halfway 
through and it’s keeping up the same quality as the 
other four seasons. 


Spiritualized - Songs in A + E 
It’s hard for me to listen to now but | still love it. 


Dennis Wilson - 


Pacific Ocean Blue 

| didn’t know he had this in him. | missed it when it 
came out in the seventies. The greatest solo album 
by one of the Beach Boys. 


TARIN 


Radiohead - In Rainbows 

A friend at a party presented this album to me with 
wayyyy too much booze and | fell in love with it the 
way | would with a stranger in a drunken state of 
mind...except | still loved it in the morning. This al- 
bum | believe is the best of Radiohead to date. Buy 
it, love it, become one with it. NOW! 


Miles Davis - 
Some Day My Prince Will Come 


Ok so | know that this isn’t a current album but is 
by far my favorite. For gods sakes | have the song 
tattooed on my leg. | think that it is one of the best 
jazz songs ever recorded and is worth mentioning. | 
get chills every time | hear it. 


Morrissey - Greatest Hits 
Ummmm Yeahhh...Who doesn’t love Morrissey? Re- 
ally?! Lalalalalove him. 


Kathy Griffin - 


For Your Consideration 

Yeahhh Bitches!!! No One tells it better than that 
crazy red head... and no, not Lucy, Duh. | lived in LA 
for three years and no one has bigger balls and tells 
the truth about those crazy plastic drugged up at- 
tention whores better then she does. | love that she 
doesn’t care about who she offends and tells it like 
it is. She is a breath of fresh air. Funny, funny, funny. 
You might even pee yourself laughing a bit... Sorry, 
just try to keep it together ok. 


Gavin Rossdale - Wanderlust 

| grew up listening to bush and they will always have 
a special place in my heart. Plus | got to meet him 
when | was working at the Hollywood Amoeba. 
Nice guy cool album. Good for you, you hot hot 
sexy man you. Check it out. 


TOBIAH 


Mad Sin - 


20 Years in Sin Sin 

German psychobilly band Mad Sin release yet anoth- 
er collection of music, but this time mixing the old 
& new. Six new studio tracks among this collection 
of 30 songs. Mad Sin are the one of the craziest live 
bands ever, with maniacal giant Koefte De Ville on 
vocals, and Peter Sandorff of Nekromantix fame on 
guitar. After 20 years this band still cranks out some 
of the best and hardest psychobilly anywhere. 


Dark City (Directors Cut) - 
Directed by Alex Proyas 


Nightmare Before Christmas 
(2 Disc Edition) - Directed by 
Henry Selick 


TOM L. 


The malt & barley blues & the arm chair 
boogie. 


The Dirtbombs - We Have You 
Surrounded 


The very finest recording by this Detroit quintet: 


urban paranoia, comic books, romance, & Sherlock 
Holmes. Great to hear old friends doing well. 


T Bone Burnett - Tooth Of Crime 
Speaking of the apocalypse and end times ...a sweep- 
ing, hair-raising listen. It’s like being brought down- 
town by the bulls,and God & Satan are playing Good 
Cop & Bad Cop during your third degree. Only you 
don’t know who’s the Good Cop anymore... 


Kaleidoscope - 
The Epic Recordings 


“They're my favorite band of all time-my ideal band.” 
-Jimmy Page 


“Don't listen to me, what do | know?” -Me 


Folk-Rock/Arabian-C&W/Psyche-Drone 


Bo Diddley - I’m A Man The Chess 
Masters 1955-1958 


No amount of words can | offer to express my love 
for the man & his music. If you don’t know Bo, you 


don’t know Diddley! Own everything he recorded. 


Here’s a start. Don’t agree? Shut Up!!! 






Paul Weller - 22 Dreams 

It’s been a very long time since he & | have seen eye 
to eye, but | think we're finally there. Nice to have 
you back in my scene, man. 


Jj Light - Heya! 

Renegade from the Sir Doug Quintet, J] scored big 
round the world with his Native American flavored 
hit Heya!, except in his native America. Fans of Sir 
Doug, the Dead, & G. Parsons should check out this 
Cosmic American’s music. 


Lurker Films Present 
The H.P. Lovecraft Collection 
Volumes |,2,3,4 - DVD 


Welcome to the next step in fandom...if your heart 
can take it! A lot of love for the author is spread 
out over these discs which have something for all 
Lovecraft fans. Treat yourselves to a quiet night of 
fright...if you dare! 


Batman Gotham Knight - DVD 

The video equivalent of those great summer comic 
books with seven different artists and writers con- 
tributing seven stories to add some extra fun to 
your summer. 


Foyle’s War Set 5 [get sets 1,2,3,4 
as well!] - Directed by Tristram 


Powell 
All things come to pass, and another great BBC 


detective hang’s up his hat...to go fishing?! Bloody 
hell!!! 


Tip: 
hermeticorderofarcana.com 





TONY 


Check ‘em out or you lose. 


John Eckhardt - Xylobiont 
COH - COH Plays Cosey 


Alva Noto = Unitxt 


TONY 


| shrug off skunk-related injuries. 


Mad Men- Season One 
Amazing “60s ad agency existential soap opera, with 
great pants throughout. The best writing on TV. 


A Day In My Mind’s Mind Vols | -3 


- Various Artists 

Great series from EMI New Zealand of ‘60s also- 
rans, and surprisingly well put together for a major 
label, with cool pix and liner notes. A few tracks 
you've heard before (La De Da’s, Gremlins, etc.), but 
also with hitherto unheard tracks such as the most 
wacked-out NZ top ten song ever, Timberjack’s 
“Come To The Sabbat’” (“because Satan’s there!!”’), 
from Vol. 3. 


Brazilika - Sub-Tropical Sun 
Stroke Psych Out - 


Various Artists 
Volume 3 of Andy Votel’s comps of Brazilian (post-) 
Tropicalia is the best yet. 


Kelley Stoltz - Circular Sounds 

| didn’t rate this new LP as highly as the previous, Be- 
low The Branches, but after a lot of listens it’s become 
a favorite. A guilty pleasure (despite all the “where 
have | heard that before?” moments....). 


T-Bone Burnett - Tooth Of Crime 
How does he get these songs to sound so good? 
A primitive yet plaintive record that’s as good as 
anything he’s done. Maybe more of a “real” LP than 
anything else so far this year. 


Laura Nyro - More Than A New 


Discovery 

Reissue of her earliest stuff in a much snazzier pack- 
age. She didn’t like this stuff back in 1966, but it holds 
up better than any of her other, more “sensitive” 
LPs. 


Tip: 

Mark E. Smith’s autobio Renegades is required reading for 

all interested in his spin on his cig-encrusted oeuvre. Nicely 
rationalised prole work ethics and inter-band dust-ups from 
The Fall’s singular looney auteur. And BBC America’s Top Gear 
is ostensibly about cars and auto culture, but don’t be put off - 
bizarre, addictive and hella funny! 


VERN! 


Enjoying science, music and 
stuff since 1985. 


Portishead - Third 


Pure baby-makin’ music. 


Harvey Milk - Life...the Best 


Game in Town 
It’s good. Real good. 


Stunt Rock - Directed by 


Brian Trenchard-Smith 
Super Human! Super Music! Super Magic! SUPER 
AMAZING! DEATH WISH AT 120 DECIBELS! 


Metallica - Ride The Lightning 
Double LP, 180 Gram, 45 RPM vinyl re-release. Slow 
it down. 


Pamelia Kurstin - Thinking Out 
Loud 


The most magical music | have ever heard. 


Spaced: The Complete Series - 


Directed by Edgar Wright 
If you loved Shaun of the Dead and Hot Fuzz watch 
this!* 


*Zombies included! 


Daft Punk: Electroma - 
Directed by Thomas Bangalter/ 


Guy-Manuel De Homem-Christo 
Magic. 


Venture Bros. 
Johnny Quest for big kids! This is probably one of the 
best cartoons | have ever watched... EVER! 


Tip: 
Join the Planetary Society, read lots of books, and always turn 
your music up as loud as possible. 


a 


BRADYS 


Older Brother, Baby Sister: 

Brian bought the best LPs & Lynne snuck in 
his room to play ‘em: Born To Run at nine 
years old, followed by Zoot Allures. 

Our ‘70s! He had a huge impact on her but 
they never talked (literally) until the ‘80s 
when Brian told Lynne she should move to 
California, live with him & work in a record 
store- so she did! Theyd go to live music 
shows weekly, starting the very first week 
with no less than John Lee Hooker. twenty- 
five years later, we both just happen to be 
working with Amoeba: life is cool. 


Joe Bonamassa - Live From 


Nowhere In Particular 

BB: | keep one CD in my player and only take it out 
to play new music | buy at Amoeba, and lately it takes 
a great new release for me to pull Rory Gallagher's 
1980 Stage Struck out of my CD player. | can guar- 
antee you that will love Joe Bonamassa’s new CD 
Live From Nowhere In Particular if you’ve ever loved 
music by Stevie Ray Vaughan, Rory Gallagher, Jimmy 
Page, Gov't Mule, and any blues/ rock guitar God you 


worship: Joe Bonamassa is the heir to the throne. 


Can | mix a God and king metaphor here? 


Scott Kempner - Saving Grace 

LB: Doing this Music We Like with my brother pulls 
Scott Kempner’s Saving Grace right in and squares 
it up straight between us. The haunting guitar from 
the song “Saving Grace” is just something | can’t get 
enough of - and the way Kempner manages to make 
me contemplate that there is a chance of redemp- 
tion, in all the brutality of life and in all of our dyings 
- that salvation is more than the dream of a child. He 
makes me want it all over again- note by note, with 
that perfect guitar sound and that voice | love. No 
frills, no bullshit: guitar rock & roll with a voice so 
clear, beautiful and knowing... He owns the integrity 
and experience to match the skill. That is why this is 
such a rare jewel. 


The Hold Steady - Stay Positive 
BB: Just last week | was in Amoeba Berkeley and 
bought Stay Positive by The Hold Steady, a great blend 
of ‘Springsteen rock’ with an alt-rock / punk influ- 
enced beat and lyrical presentation. This band im- 
proves and grows with every album. 


One Day As A Lion - 


One Day As A Lion 

BB: Okay, it’s not new Rage Against The Machine, but 
One Day As A Lion is the new release from Zach de 
la Rocha with killer drumming from Jon Theodore 
of The Mars Volta, and it could be just what America 
needs to get young Americans caring about the up- 
coming election and how they can vote to change 
the future of America. Getting off my soapbox now 
... Good luck and Goodnight. 


Merzbow - Sphere 

LB: | am almost always lagging behind everyone else 
in what’s new and going on, books - music - mov- 
ies - concerts, you name it... I’m wandering around 
dragging my feet and looking under rocks. This time 
around it worked out perfectly because the recep- 
tors in my brain have now altered in such a way that 
a very specific kind of album is needed on a daily 
basis: Merzbow - the album Sphere, given to us from 
Masami Akita back in 2004, thereabouts. Most of 
my waking hours this is the only kind of sound that 
makes sense, and | am awake far too many hours. | 
see it described by others as dark ambient, experi- 
mental noise and | find those words to be beautiful. 
Thank you. 


Thomas Tallis - Lamentations 
Of Jeremiah 


LB: What could someone like me say about some- 
one like Thomas Tallis? If | had words like that, I’d 
also be listing things like best conductor, and all the 
stuff that goes with classical music -but | have not 
that sort of education (thank you Rob Rob for put- 
ting the best version in my hands). Spem In Alium; 
Lamentations; Mass; Motets. All | can do is put 
in context for me: it’s for when I’m not with my 
brother, grounded (Kempner) and | snap out of my 
sphere (Merzbow) and I’m pierced utterly through 
my soul by the shining glory and perfection of this 
universe, our little planet and its frailty, the mortality 
of everything that matters and all the people | love; 
the depth of their beauty. They call this Renaissance 
music, and | have to wonder as the years fall by, will 
there ever be another one of those? If Thomas Tallis 
were alive today, | firmly believe he would be com- 
posing the most complex and soul crushing black 
metal imaginable. 


Tip: BB says replace those little white earbuds with something 
of better quality for your ears: upgrade for the sake of the mu- 
sic! LB says she wishes people would stop hitting her with their 
cars because she can’t drive around anymore blasting music, 
she has to listen for cars about to run red lights. 


YUKA 


Perfume - GAME 
Produced by Yasutaka Nakata from Capsule. Cute 
electronic sounds. 


Capsule - FLASH BACK 


Japanese electronic duo. 

Tarrus Riley - Parables 
Demarco - Sort Them Out 
Dennis Brown - Love & Hate 


Rockers - Directed by 
Ted Bafaloukos 


Norris Man - Home and Away 
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ZACK 


Tip Top Trio - Self-titled 
ROCKABILLY BABY. Thirteen tracks (and one se- 
cret song) of utter and sheer rockabilly hellfire, the 
debut record from these California rockabilly dyna- 
mos is absolutely guaranteed to make your stereo 
explode. Careful when handling ‘cause it’s hot baby, 
it’s hot. While the band is super traditional in ar- 
rangement (lead and rhythm guitar with doghouse 
bass) their songwriting and execution is filled with 
a vitality long undelivered by nifty fifties retro pre- 
tenders. Inspired and original, the trio delivers clas- 
sic haunting rockabilly howls and harmonies “like it 
used to was.” All three members handle vocals, the 
lead guitar is straight outta Sun Records, the acous- 
tic rhythm guitar is a hellbent freight train and the 
energy of the upright bass conjurs up a scene of 
Basie’s band mating with Motorhead. Just plain nasty. 
Nice ballads too! A must have for any true fan of 
American roots music. 


HOLLYWOOD 





AARON J. ALDORISIO 


Buyer, pricer, lover of pugs. 


The Breeders - Mountain Battles 
More insanely warped and lovely pop music from 
the Deal sisters, who | believe to be the true keepers 
of the Ohio avant-garage flame. Everything they’ve 
done has been my favorite record ever at some 
point and this one is no exception. | totally dig fat 
guys, but | don’t think | need to hear that other band 
Kim was in again. Midwest represent! 


Coil - The Ape of Naples 
Their best record (finally) on the best format with an 
extra LP of demos that are probably the best thing 
Trent Reznor has ever been associated with. So, um, 
yeah...it’s, like, the best! The thing is kinda pricey, 
but totally worth it cuz of all the gorgeousness 
and stuff. Don’t let the few remaining copies we 
have left collect dust for too long. 


Hercules & Love Affair - Blind 


(Frankie Knuckles Remix) 12” 
A dance anthem that almost everybody seems to 
like. The original version is cool, but the Frankie 
Knuckles remix on the 12” is quite possibly one 
of the greatest and most glamorous cosmic disco 
jams of all time. If you’re not sold yet try rollerskat- 
ing to this record sometime and | guarantee that 
you will get it. We're talking a serious “eureka” 
moment here, folks. Also, | think Antony 
should only sing disco 

from now on. 


Endless Boogie - Focus Level 

What if early ZZ Top got busy with Neu! and they 
had a four-headed baby that was one of the biggest 
record geeks in the world? That kid would be named 
Endless Boogie and it would rock like a MF or some 
other un-family-friendly word | shouldn’t use in this 
book. | was so heavily into their first two all-instru- 
mental records that the Beefheart-ian vocals they’ve 
added to the mix on this new one threw me for a 
loop at first, but now | say, “Bring ‘em on in and work 
it on out, brother!” There is a song on this LP called 
“Steak Rock” and | think that sums things up better 
than | ever could. 


Washington Phillips - What Are 
They Doing in Heaven Today? 


After a long-ass wait the good folks at Mississippi 
Records unleash a second pressing of some of their 
earlier, impossible-to-find vinyl editions of primitive 
and beautiful music. As | mentioned in these pages 
last time, everything on MR is absolutely essential, 


but for me this LP is the one | don’t think I’d wanna 
live without. Washington Phillips was a gospel singer 
from the 1920s that played an odd, toy piano-like 
instrument called the Dolceola and sang in a high- 
register voice that would make your tough-as-nails 
dad tear up.| know these recordings have been read- 
ily available on a Yazoo CD forever, but it’s so great 
to have them on vinyl and in a breathtaking package 
that does justice to the music. Will Oldham fans take 
note...your favorite weird beard covered Mr. Phillips’ 
“| Had a Good Mother and Father” on his first LP. 


Tip: 
Sic Alps and Eat Skull...what Siltbreeze bands should sound like. 
And they’ from the West Coast! Who woulda thunk it?!? 


AARON DETROIT 


Buyer/Lover. 














Queen Adreena - Djin 
On their 4th album proper, London’s Queen 
Adreena pick up right where they left off on last 
year’s collection of rough outtakes and 4-track 
demos, Ride a Cock Horse. Djin (pronounced 
‘Gin’) is the rawest sounding studio-effort the 
band has released since 2002’s Drink Me. Though 
this record feels very urgent and in-the-moment 
there is nothing ‘rough’ here, as years and years 
of touring has made Queen Adreena one of the 
tighest bands around. Band leader and singer, 
Katiejane Garside’s voice sounds the most as- 
sured of her career - seamlessly moving from 
foot-to-the-floor wails to bluesy siren calls, 
while unveiling new characters in her on- 
going stories of innocence lost. Sleazy and 
Intellecutal at once. Features what are fast be- 
coming two of my favortie QA jams - “Killer Tits” 
and “Lick The Itch.” Think: Heavy Rock for fans of 

Trangressive Fiction. 


Ruby Throat - The Ventriloquist 
After two extremely successful private pressings, 
Katiejane Garside (Queen Adreena/Daisy Chainsaw), 
releases her collaboration with guitarist Chris Wit- 
tingham commercially. Ruby Throat is the soft-spo- 
ken and tender flipside to Garside’s raging Queen 
Adreena persona, yet remains in familiar territory 
in subject. Country-tinged and bathed in warm pro- 
duction, The Ventriolquist delights and comforts, but 
enter through the lyrics and a bleak view is revealed. 
Make no mistake, this is an album of Murder Ballads. 
Think: Mazzy Star meets Current 93. 


Free Blood - The Royal Family 
Free blood is John Pugh, formerly of !!! (that’s Chk 
Chk Chk, for you letter-lovers), and the lovely but 


seemingly dangerous Madeline Davey. Blending lo-fi 
DIY aesthetic with forward thinking dancefloor, The 
Royal Family (aka Free Blood Part 2) is the best so far 
of their handful of single & EP releases. Tribalesque 
drums, horns and grim lyrics and the occasional ban- 
shee wail make up this yummy if tiny taste of what 
is to come. 


Deerhunter - Microcastle/Weird 


Era Cont. 

Bradford Cox is the man. This is the best thing he’s 
done, but he’ll most likely top this too. Microcastle is 
warm spiked eggnog. Weird Era Cont. is a hangover. 


Coil - The New Backwards 

The remaining of the sessions started at Trent 
Reznor’s New Orleans studio in 1993. Combined 
with Ape of Naples in a limited vinyl box set or avail- 
able seperately on CD with an additional 3 bonus 
tracks. Totally Brilliant, nothing came close to it this 
year in terms of action on my turntable. 


Irina Palm - Directed by 


Sam Garbaski 
Marianne Faithfull becomes a sex-working-granny. 


Hallum Foe (aka Mister Foe) - 


Directed by David Mackenzie 
Billy Elliott becomes a Badger-boy. 


Paranoid Park - Directed by 


Gus Van Sant 
Van Sant + sk8 park = fucked up & wonderful. 


The Sasquatch Gang - 


Directed by Tim Skousen 
Like Napoleon Dynamite but way better! 


Mad Men: Complete Season | 

The best show on TV now that The Wire is over. 
Catch up now....Jwin Peaks fans should most defi- 
nitely be watching this. 


Wild Beasts - Limbo, Panto 
Morrissey will either love them or hate them, but 
that’s irrelevant. Dramatic, Unique and Shimmering 
are three words that come to mind when thinking 
on Britain’s Wild Beasts’ debut album, Limbo, Panto. 
Nothing else sounds like this right now. It is this 
year’s best debut hands down. Wild Beasts have a 
knack for making you recall your favorite albums by 
the Smiths and Echo and The Bunnymen without 
sounding like them or anyone else. 


Tip: 
Artists to on the look out for: Ebony Bones, Catcall, and Sam 
Amant - check them out on Myspace! 


ANDY B 


Father, husband, waveslider & music lover 


Bonnie Prince Billy - 


Lie Down in the Light 

Will Oldham’s understanding of the simple things 
is what makes this album (and every Bonnie Prince 
Billy album) great. 


Melvins - Nude With Boots 

Those that witnessed the 50+ minute in-store here 
at Amoeba know the punch these new tunes have. 
Heavy rocks! 


Nick Cave & the Bad Seeds - 

Dig Lazarus Dig!!! 

Nick’s razor sharp wit, religion, death, love, black hu- 
mor and the Bad Seed back it up in spades. 


Black Keys - Attack & Release 

With producer Danger Mouse on board things get 
more three dimensional. Danger Mouse & the Keys 
fill things out with strange piano and found sounds, 
eerieness permeates. The songs are a little less blues 
heavy, floating into pop territory, definitely a good 
thing. 


Replacements - Sorry Ma, Stink, 


Hootenany, Let It Be Reissues 

The Mats finally get a decent reissue of their first 
four releases. Bonus tracks and great linear notes/ 
pics abound. | can’t (hardly) wait for the next round 
of Replacement’s reissues scheduled for later this 
year. 


Tip: 

If you love t-shirts watch out for the Hit + Run Crew at a 
show, party, backyard or rooftop near you. One of a kind shirts 
screened on the spot for you. 


BOONE JAXSON 


east coast kid. s.h.h. president/ designer. 
shop at apartment # 3 for the freshest gear! 
buy vinyl... it makes you feel good inside. 


dan friel - ghost town 
huge sounds! brooklyn in the house. get ready for 
dronefuzzlandia! 


shonky - time zone 
i feel like people slept on this album. great stuff. tech- 
bounce fun for that butt! 


cool kids - bake sale 


chicago hipster-hopster’s doing their shit. i tried to 
hate on them until i listened to their album. enor- 
mous mammoth bass led me to the darkside. a +. 


midnight juggernauts - dystopia 


if daft punk were a rock band. 


RZA as bobby digital - digi snacks 


good samples. straight raps about struggling. believe 
that this is the best bobby digital album yet. 


Tip: 
if you are shopping at amoeba you must have a list! 
brozone.org is the best social networking site in the universe. 


BRAD 


Daysleepers - Drowned in a Sea 
of Sound 


Fantastic shoegaze from New York. | fell in love with 
this album this year and still can’t stop listening to it. 
It sounds like it was made in 1991 but in a good way. 
It can easily hold its own with the likes of Slowdive 
and My Bloody Valentine! 


Lindstrom - Where You Go | Go 


Too 

This albums reminds me of the best soundtracks of 
John Carpenter or Giorgio Moroder. It is Flashdance 
meets Escape From NewYork. Great Norwegian down 
tempo electronica to make all your troubles go away. 
No relation to the Betty White character “Rose 
Lindstrom Nylund.” But this album makes you feel as 
good as only a good episode of the Golden Girls can! 


Yaz - In Your Room 

Great 4 disc box with both of their albums remas- 
tered and a bonus disc of remixes. Also includes a 
DVD with a documentary and videos and live per- 
formances. | love this band and their live show was 
easily the best of the year. If you were there you 


las 








know what | mean. Yaz was an amazing band that 
ended too quickly. This box is an essential part of 
your synth pop collection. 


Tough Alliance - New Chance 
Swedish electronic indie pop. Reminds me of the 
great album by Lo Fi Fnk from last year. Imagine a 
more dancey Belle & Sebastian. 


Sarah June - This is My Letter 
to the World 


Dark gothy folk from the great city of San Francisco. 
This girl has a very unique beautiful voice that will 
make you cry. | Love this record! 


Tip: 

other albums | loved recently... 

Yearbook 2 by Studio, Med Sude | Eyrum Vid Spilum End by 
Sigur Ros, Life Is Sweet by The Lodger, Danger! by Sound of 
Arrows, The Week That Was S/T, Adventure S/T, Crystal Antlers 
S/T and Friendly Fires S/T 


BRETT SHADY 


| work upstairs like crazy. 


The Dodos - Visiter 

| had to watch them play when they were here at 
Amoeba, | didn’t have a choice. They totally won me 
over with their live show and | was soon listening to 
the album nonstop. But really, see them live. They put 
everything into it. 


Ida Maria - Fortress Round 
My Heart 


This girl seriously rips. She’s from Norway and she 
will soon take over.As | am writing this, her album is 
not available in the US yet. But thanks to the won- 
derful internet, | somehow heard eight of the ten 
songs included. | also saw her live at some weird 
music showcase thing and felt that | was witnessing 
something historic. She’s also crazy probably. 


Porlolo - Meadows 

| first saw Porlolo at a really good sandwich shop 
in Gunnison, Colorado while the car | was riding 
in was being fixed. They were practicing for a show 
that night. After the show, they gave us their first cd, 
Storm & Season (and | ate a great sandwich).A week 
later we were still listening to that cd, state after 
state. Anyway, this is their new cd and it also rules. 


Randy Newman - Harps & Angels 

Randy Newman writes great songs and he’s been 
one of my all-time favorites for years. | just found out 
that a couple months ago he walked up to a piano 
that was in front of a store on Hollywood Blvd. and 
just started playing songs for passers-by.Why didn’t | 
pass by?? | was probably just doing something dumb. 


The Force - Discography The Verve - Forth 

The Force was one of the best hardcore punk bands = After an || year hiatus, it very well could be the best 
of the 90s, but they called it quits way too soon. This += comeback record of the decade. Love the Verve... 

is everything they ever recorded and it still leaves 
you wanting more. | would say try to catch one of 
their three reunion shows so you can say you got to 
see them, but by the time this comes out they will 
have passed you by. Sorry. 


Spiritualized - Songs in A & E 


Music Review 


The Girl on the Bridge - Directed 

by Patrice Leconte 

| had to wait nine years to see Patrice Leconte’s best 

movie again since seeing it in the theatre and talking 

it up to everyone | knew. It was worth it and I’m still §¢ereolab - Chemical Chords 

talking it up. 1 won’t shut up. Blissfully sublime. A welcome addition to their can- 
on... 


Mudhoney - Lucky Ones 


Tim & Eric Awesome Show, Great 


Job - Season One Elvis Presley - Elvis ‘68 Comeback 


This was from several months ago, but | dropped 4Qth Anniversary 
the ball and didn’t get my reviews ready in time for 
the last book. So here it is now. This show is not as 
nightmare-inducing as Tom Goes To the Mayor and 
it’s a lot funnier. It’s worth a poke. 


Led Zeppelin: The Song Remains 
the Same - DVD 


| know it’s from late last year, and | know it’s not the 
band’s favorite, but my god, it really doesn’t get much 
better than Zeppelin @ MSG (especially w/ the ex- 
tra footage). Buy this immediately... 


BRIAN 6. 


Tip: Look for releases in early 2009 from Golden Shoulders, ZOIKS! 
Bobby Birdman and myself: 


BLUE 


Psychedelic Space Brother, father, lover, 
musician, soundman; producer of local 
psychedelic showcase ‘Twilight of the Gods,’ 


The Little Rascals - The Complete 


Collection 

| just read about five minutes ago that this is coming 
out in October, so it should be in your hands right 
now or soon.And while you're at it, pick up one of 
the WCC. Fields Collections. That guy’s like a really big 
little rascal. 


R.E.M. - Accelerate 
R.E.M-s fourteenth studio album Accelerate is 
a concise, blistering blast back to the band’s 
early days a la Lifes Rich Pageant. With || 
jamming tunes in its mighty arsenal—includ- 
ing the thundering “I’m Gonna Dj,” the soar- 
ing “Mr. Richards,” and the perfectly-laid sonic 






lights “Moorestown’”). Achingly beautiful and equally 
haunting, April reveals itself to be one of the stron- 
gest releases of Kozelek’s career. 


Dennis Wilson - Pacific Ocean 
Blue 


The Legacy Edition reissue of Dennis Wilson’s 
only solo studio album Pacific Ocean Blue 

proves many things: first and foremost, 

it serves as a testament to Denny’s true 

songwriting craft, and that he wasn’t “just 

the Beach Boys’ drummer,” or “just Brian 

Wilson’s brother.” His 1977 debut is suf- 
fused with eco-awareness, romantic yearning, and 
calm contemplation, while recalling the impressive 
pop styles of the Beach Boys’ 1966 magnum opus Pet 
Sounds. While Dennis greatly surpassed everyone’s 
expectations of what “just one of the boys in the 
band” could be, sadly, Pacific Ocean Blue was sorely 
overlooked upon its initial release; and subsequen- 
tially, in the years following his premature death in 
1983, the album never quite made it past cult fa- 
vorite status. But with this engaging, handsomely 
packaged reissue, the album lives again — and, in 
superbly remastered sound! Also included in this 
reissue is a second disc featuring long-lost sessions 
for songs that Dennis meant to comprise his sec- 

ond album Bambu (which was never completed 
before his death). 


Joseph Arthur - Four EPs 
The  ever-prolific — singer- 
songwriter/multi-instru- 
mentalist/entrepreneur 

Joseph Arthur has released four EPs in 2008 (and a 
full-length studio album is on the way in late Septem- 
ber). Instead of picking just one EP | have to choose 
all four: Could We Survive (released in March), Crazy 
Rain (released in April), Vagabond Skies (released in 
June), and Foreign Girls (released in July). Could We 
Survive features a mix of big, swirling tunes (“Walk 
Away”) while retaining that ragged, lo-fi acoustic 
















and includes the enigmatic spoken-word title-track 
and the spare “Lovely Cost.” Undoubtedly any of the 
EPs would serve as a perfect starting point, but my 
recommendation? BUY ALL FOUR. It’ll be the best, 
most varied double album you've ever heard. 


Whiskeytown - Strangers 


Almanac 
Whiskeytown, one of the several musical 
endeavours that served as the launching 
point for singer-songwriter-extraordinaire 
Ryan Adams, gets the deluxe edition reissue 
treatment of their 1997 sophomore album 
Strangers Almanac. Echoes of Whiskeytown’s alt- 
country contemporaries Wilco (circa 1996 and 
their Being There double album) surface in the 
plaintive homecoming opening track “Inn Town,” 
before rollicking into the country bar-stomper 
“Excuse Me While | Break My Own Heart To- 
night.” Ryan croons and crows with a whiskey- 
soaked longing (a voice that would serve him 
very well on his debut solo album Heartbreaker in 
2000; Strangers Almanac certainly provided more 
than a blueprint for Ryan’s solo career), with 
bandmates Caitlin Cary and Phil Wandscher 
adding subtle violin and guitar flourishes. The 
band shifts effortlessly between alt-country 
and indie rock (two genres not always eas- 
ily defined), across the catchy singles “16 
Days” and “‘Yesterday’s News,” 
to the staggering “Turn 
Around” and the amazing 
slow-burn elegy of the clos- 
ing track “Not Home Anymore.” In- 
cluded on this reissue are five bonus tracks 
recorded live in the studio, as well as an entire bonus 
disc filled with alternate recordings and previously 
unreleased material (including covers of Fleetwood 
Mac and Gram Parsons).Whiskeytown called it quits 
after only three albums, but with Strangers Almanac, 
it’s easy to see how Ryan Adams established himself 
as such an accomplished and prolific solo musician. 


Man of Peace... 


Tip: 

Check out new music from The Flower Machine, New 
Maximum Donkey, Stevenson Ranch Davidians, LSD & 
the Search For God, Costa Nova, Moan Red, Nebula, 







assault of the album’s first three tracks, the al- 
bum truly takes off at full throttle from the very 
beginning and never lets up. Accelerate proves to 
be, musically and lyrically, one of R.E.M’s finest 
albums ever. 


h : The surging creative spark was there from the very 
sound (namely in the anti-war opener “Rages of Bab- beginning. 
ylon” and the fan-favorite “King of the Pavement”). 
The second EP, Crazy Rain, takes a stranger, more 


electronic approach, with the bombastic “Killer's The Stills - Oceans Will Rise 


















Service Group and the Parson Red Heads for the best in 
California Pop/Rock/ Psychedelia. Go to The Scene, 
Spaceland, the Silverlake Lounge, the Echo and 
the Hollywood Bowl as much as possible. 
Always be true to yourself, and love your 

lover like no other... 


Sun Kil Moon - April 

Mark Kozelek (formerly of sadcore 
lynchpins Red House Painters) re- 
turns with April, the latest album from 
his newest band Sun Kil Moon. This 
time around, the band flexes its Neil 
Young muscles with lengthy elec- 
tric dirges (“Lost Verses,” “Tonight 
in Bilbao”), while expanding on the 
sorrowful emotional palette of Ko- 
zelek’s back catalog (none 
more emotionally 
resonating than one 
of the album’s high- 


Darker My Love - 2 
Ripping a year from the life of * 
every British shoegazer band of 
the early ‘90s (read: Pale Saints), 
this local gem outshines most on 
production, harmonies and feel 
good feelings. Finally, the LA bands 
are taking acid... 


Knife” and the distorted mess of “| Wanna Get You 
Alone.’ The EP manages to conjure up a sweet spot 
in the contemplative mid-section epic “Dream of the 
Eternal Life,” before erupting into the noisy “| Come 
Down.’ The third EP Vagabond Skies is the “late-night 
type of music” EP, primarily acoustic and melancholy. 
The opener “Slow Me Down” is classic Joseph Ar- 
thur — a downtrodden dirge with a huge chorus — 
recalling previous epics “Redemption’s Son,” “Can't 
Exist” and “In the Sun.” The EP’s centerpiece is the 
sweetly-spacey epic “She Paints Me Gold,” featuring 
a searing electric guitar solo as grandiose as space 
itself. The fourth and final EP Foreign Girls picks and 
skews elements from the preceding three EPs, yet 
still manages to come out sounding vastly different. 
A more acoustic approach dominates Foreign Girls, 


With a sigh of relief, “YES.” The Stills triumphantly 
return with their third album Oceans Will Rise, an im- 
pressive new set of doomy indie rock, a welcome 
sound after the admirable attempt (but all-around 
failure) at getting “down-to-their-roots” with the 
previous album Without Feathers. The failure didn’t lie 
within the songs--which had a rustic, folksy (albeit 
often clunky) quality to it—the failure was within 
the band. Granted, lineup changes might've been a 
fault, but the band, who before 2006 and the Feathers 
album were lumped in with the NYC indie scene of 
the early 2000s, i.e. Interpol (ironic, considering The 
Stills are from Montreal,). To go from virtually one 
extreme to another after only your second album 
was, to say the least, jarring. Nobody was expecting 
*that* album from The Stills. So, | guess after what 


you'd call a major detour, the band sounds as sharp 
and cohesive as ever. Highlights include the Grand 
National-esque vocals of opener “Don’t Talk Down;” 
the dancey, end-of-the-world/call-to-arms “Snow In 
California;” the soaring, U2-like rocker “Being Here;” 
the irresistably catchy “I’m With You” and “Hands on 
Fire;” and the bombastic epic “Rooibos/Palm Wine 
Drinkard.” Welcome back, guys. One of the best al- 
bums of the year so far. 


BROOKE BACK 


Cashier Manager, Rock-N-Roll Mama, 
“Brooke Back Fountain” 


Melvins - Nude With Boots 


With two drummers driving this record it has to 
rock! 


HDR - We Are HDR 

Local three-piece power trio. Stoney, rock-n-roll fun! 
Be on the lookout and check out one of their local 
shows! 


One Day As A Lion - One Day As 
A Lion 


Zach de la Rocha. Need | say more? 


Big Elf - Cheat the Gallows 

Fueled by vintage gear, these guys make you feel like 
you’ve been transported to another time. Sabbath, 
Floyd, and a bit of the rest of the classic masters all 
rolled together to make this an amazing record. 


Virginia City Revival - Farewell to 
George W. Bush... 


Rock meets an old-fashioned tent meeting. Let these 
guys save your soul with rock-n-roll! (Check out 
their live show - a spectacle to behold!) 





CAROL 


Pretenders - Break Up The 


Concrete 
Comes on vinyl too! 


Patti Smith & Kevin Shields - 
The Coral Sea 


Two very different performances...... 


Lucinda Williams - Little Honey 
Dexter: The First Season - DVD 


Elvis Costello - Momofuku 


CHARLES REECE 


The Fire Within - 
Directed by Louis Malle 


The first and possibly greatest of three new DVD re- 
leases about suicide as a reasonable alternative. An 
extremely first person narrative about the last 24 
hours in the life of a writer who decides to commit 
suicide. He goes around talking to his friends to see 
if his decision is justified. The French existentialists 
tended to argue against suicide as a rejection of free- 
dom. Malle wasn’t an existentialist. In French and 
part of the Criterion line. 


Patriotism - 
Directed by Yukio Mishima 


Suicide is justified here as a reaction to the antinomy 
of personal loyalty and loyalty to tradition. A young 
Japanese army officer chooses seppuku in place of 
having to punish his military friends who were part 
of a botched attempt at overthrowing a corrupt 
military government in 1936. In Japanese or English. 
Released by Criterion. 


The Ballad of Narayama - 


Directed by Shohei Imamura 

This is a better version of Logan’s Run. In a little vil- 
lage at the base of Mount Narayama, all the old folks 
who make it to 70 are taken up to a ceremonial area 
on the mountainside to die. This is the story of Orin, 
a 69-year old lady, as she prepares to take that jour- 
ney. It’s actually a pretty funny movie in a Darwinian 
sort of way. In Japanese and out AnimEigo. 


Get Smart: Season One 

By sheer stupid determination, agent of Control, 
Maxwell Smart, bungles his way into stopping the 
nefarious plans of Kaos episode by episode. Mel 
Brooks and Buck Henry’s metaphor for life, an ex- 
istentialist answer to The Fire Within. Second only to 
Green Acres in the canon of sitcom art. 


Tip: 

Be the first to read my blog: 
http://www.amoeba.com/blog/ 
contributors/writings-from-the-holy-texan/page | .html 


CHRIS GUTTMACHER 


The product of a chance encounter between 
a German aristocrat and a Russian peasant 
girl, young Christopher was abandoned in a 
cave and raised by wolves. Finally rescued, 
Chris has been successfully reintroduced into 
civilized society but mostly he just thinks it’s 
a load of crap. 


Chris still has trouble operating sound reproduction 
equipment, and he committed an unspeakable act when 
presented with an mp3 player, but this is what he had 
to say about his favorite Amoeba in-store performances 
over the past !0 years: 


Boris 

A beautiful 30-minute psychedelic bliss-out. They’ve 
put out a zillion releases, but I’ve yet to hear one that 
sounds like that in-store. Doesn’t mean it doesn’t 
exist somewhere though. 


Wayne “The Train” Hancock 
(way back when I worked at the 
SF store) 

| could never have imagined that a band without a 
drummer could rock themselves right through the 
floor like that. Raw, real, badass and absolutely ex- 
hilarating. 
















Richie Havens 

Black steel in the decades-long hour 
of chaos. No sell-out. Fire, balm and 
paternal compassion, soaring out 
over Boschian landscapes. 


The Kids of Widney 
High 

Waaaay less (insert politically cor- 
rect term here) than many, many 
other bands I’ve seen. Having a 
better time on stage, that’s for 


sure. Such a great time; in fact, that I’d guess it’s sort 
of what prime Pogues or P-Funk gigs must have been 
like. 


Mix Master Mike 
The most musical and funky turntablist I’ve ever 
heard. Less needle, more groove. 


Mia Doi Todd 

I’ve been a big fan ever since | stumbled upon a live 
radio broadcast a few years ago. Comparisons to 
Nico and Nina and Joni don’t quite do justice to the 
icy-cool modernist/minimalist beauty of her work. | 
like her best with just voice and guitar, and Amoeba’s 
cathedral-like acoustics complemented her perfectly. 
Her music reminds me of going to art museums 
when | was in my single-digits (there were a couple 
right by the cave.) 


The Blood Brothers 

It’s just a scientific fact that I’m too old and fat to like 
this band and, in fact, | cannot make it though even an 
LP side. Live, however, the young laddies explode in 
all kinds of wicked ways. Like Can meets the Melvins 
meets the weepy alternadiva of your choice, played 
back at 78 rpm. What made this jaded burnout sit 
up and take notice was a kick-ass rhythm section 
and a full-on embrace of incoherence. Ambisexual 
screech-core is taking over the planet and if it’s not 
your soundtrack for bouncing off the walls while fan- 
tasizing about killing your boyfriend then you’d best 
just get the hell out of the way. 


Sir Paul McCartney 
| saw the soundcheck. You didn’t. There | was, one- 
on-one with the Pope of Pop, with only a rack of 
CDs and the biggest, scariest-looking bodyguard I’ve 
ever seen in my life between us. | hadn’t paid much 
attention to his solo stuff since Wings, but Macca 
sat down at the piano and launched into a fantas- 
tic new song (the rather epic “House of Wax’) that 
just stopped me in my tracks and made me instantly 
realize all over again why this man’s music changed 
my life nearly 40 years ago. What's next? Oh SHIT... 
he’s playing “The Long and Winding Road.” Wait a 
second, why is my lower jaw all of a sudden juddering 
like an old man’s or a dog that’s been 
cooped up in the car too long? Fun- 
ny, when | was kid, this was one 
of those anthems that | could 
take or leave - I’m no wimp, 
see, but now it’s all | can do 
not to start bawling like a 
baby. As if to test my met- 
tle once and for all, Sir Paul 
straps on a guitar and plays the 
intro to “I’ve Got a Feeling” and, 
so help me Hannah, 
| am just going to 


ABSOLUTELY AND COMPLETELY LOSE IT in 
front of the most legendary rock star in the world, 
his band, his roadies, my co-workers and the big 
scary bodyguard. Thank Christ he turns on a dime 
and kicks into a cover of Carl Perkins “Matchbox” 
that rocks out like Loney-era Flamin’ Groovies. He’s 
still got it? Please. How do you want it wrapped? He 
takes a solo, and - fuck me sideways - it’s THAT lead 
guitar tone all over again. By now, my lower jaw is 
still doing the St.Vitus dance but I’m smiling too, with 
an “is-this-really-happening” look in my eyes like the 
astronaut in 2001:A Space Odyssey. 


The rest of the soundcheck was a profoundly happy 
blur. The concert itself was great, of course, with 
all the hallmarks of a packed gig by an important 
dude: the long wait, the feverish anticipation, having 
to pee but not being able to, recoiling from the loud 
sweaty drunk guy who was practically slam-dancing 
right in front of me and so on...But the soundcheck 
was something truly special, a weird and luminous 
past-life regression type of trip that will stay with 
me forever. Devoid of cynicism, McCartney’s music 
is full of love, joy and unforced innocence. A cer- 
tain childlike quality permeates his entire body of 
work. His music glows. Pretenders to that par- 
ticular throne come off all the more cynical for 

their pretending, but it’s a forgivable sin, since 

it’s just so damn hard to get to that creative 

place, especially in the Age of Shrub. Maybe it’s 

easier for someone born in the 1940s to pull 

it off. To be a living repository of near-lost mu- 
sical languages (myriad pop musics of the early/ 
mid 20th century, show tunes, skiffle, early rock & 
roll, psychedelia) AND to keep creating dynamic, 
inspired music as well, with that definitive melodic 
flair intact - is a hell of a thing. The walking vor- 
tex of history looked and sounded healthy and 

happy, wailing away and entertaining us for the 
sheer joy of it when he could just as easily 
piss off and go fishing. Cherish him. 


COURTNEY 


Don’t knock it till you’ve tried it 


Supergrass - Diamond Hoo Ha 
One of the best bands to consistently put out great 
records. Unlike Road to Rouen, Diamond Hoo Ha is a 
return to pure, fun, energetic rock. If you like older 
Supergrass, you'll fall in love with this album. Gaz 
pretty much makes the band. His skill plus creativity, 
equals gold. 


The Melvins - Nude With Boots 
Something new and different to me from the Mel- 
vins. For me, a more accessible album that any hard 
rock fan can appreciate. Monsterous guitar sounds 
and earth shattering drums. Guaranteed to be, one 
of the loudest shows you'll ever see. 

















Portishead - Third 

Okay, so Beth Gibbons is a tad bit whiney on this 
album, but she still makes me feel bummed out and 
mellow, which is why | like Portishead - therefore, 
mission accomplished! While this album plays like 
one song, the first and last song stand out. | recom- 
mend buying Third on LP because nothing sounds 
better than pops and crackles accompanying Gib- 
bons’ melancholy trip hop. 


There Will Be Blood - Directed by 


Paul Thomas Anderson 

One of the most beautifully shot movies I’ve ever 
seen. Sure Daniel Day-Lewis transforms himself, he’s 
amazing, etc., but the cinematography is breathtaking 
and acts as a perfect tribute to the area near where 
| grew up in California. Johnny Greenwood’s music is 
gut wrenching at times, creating a perfect partner for 
the quiet landscapes and gritty subject matter.While 
not faithful to Sinclaire’s Oil!, Anderson should be 
proud of a screenplay that must have been difficult 
to translate. 


The Kills - Midnight Boom 
groovey beats, fuzzy guitar, mixed with 
some electro clash and New York new 
wave. Some songs sound like they were 
recorded using a Casio keyboard, and 
\_ then they surprise you by bringing the rock. 
\\ Jamie Hince’s voice is music to my ears. 


Fleet Foxes - Fleet Foxes 

Robin Pecknold, while very sophisticated, is a re- 
turn to what | like about the natural 70s singer. 
This album is full of beautiful harmonies, with very 
simple guitar, allowing the vocals to be naked and 

out there. Soulful yet delicate, you can almost 

see the Pacific Northwest. “Mountain Peasant 
Song” is my favorite. 


ED 


Electronic with no limit. 
Dj/Artist/Label owner. 
Pro-tez records of Kompakt fame. 


Move D & Benjamin Brunn - 


Songs from the Beehive 

David Moufang’s catalogue must be one of the deep- 
est and most sprawling in electronic music. Making 
music for the past 15 years, he’s one of the most 
underrated old school producers. In the last twelve 
months, though, he seems to have been discovered 
all over again by a new generation of music lov- 
ers and club goers taken in by his deep, inimitable 
style. Taking in elements of Techno, Jazz, Drone, Acid 
House and ambient music along the way this album 
is one of the best things i have heard this year. 


Move D and his partner on this album, Benjamin 
Brunn, started out life on the Raster Noton related 
Bine imprint. 


Songs from the Beehive features seven extended 
tracks that take in disparate elements from across 
Moufang’s career, merging them into an immersive 
wash of sounds that drive around padded beats de- 
signed for the floor, yet surrounded by sound frag- 
ments and tapestries rarely associated with Techno 
music.With really quite sublime artwork from Stefan 
Marx, this really is quite a treat for followers of Move 
D and great electronic music generally - | urge you 
to check it out. Highly Recommended. 


BYETONE - Death of a 
Typographer 

Leading up to Death Of A Typographer, Olaf Bender 
unveiled the Plastic Star EP arguably the most dance- 
floor-centric release in the entirety of the Raster 
Noton discography featuring remixes from the likes 
of Sleeparchive, who perhaps for the first time in his/ 
their career was just about the least minimal thing 
in the vicinity. Bender’s production style encroaches 
on techno at times, but it never gets bogged down 
with the structural conventions of any specific genre. 
A version of “Plastic Star” is included on the album, 
sounding as much like Pan Sonic as it does the re- 
ductive clicks and whirrs more commonly associated 
with the Raster Noton sound. Distorted melodies, 
atmospherically charged drones, brittle percussive 
patterns and super chunky drums make this album 
a must have for all Aphex Twin, Autechre, Pan Sonic 
fans. Awesome. 


Masha Era - Ice Touch 
Russian/American Label Pro-Tez is known to Con- 
naisseurs of electronic music for putting out super 
classy, elegant, deep, minimal music that is equally 
comfortable on the dance floor as in the living room. 
Pro-Tez 009 comes with an enchanting Vocal tune 
“ICE TOUCH” that will never let you go. Russian 
diva Masha Era will put you on a deep journey be- 
tween Moloko and Matthew Herbert. With remixes 
by SCSI-9 and Korablove this record will undoubt- 
edly touch and move any dancefloor and make it 
go emotionally mental. This is the record not to be 
missed by the fans of Russia’s deep electronic scene. 
Pro-Tez records is proud to present on of the most 
talented Russian Vocalists. STUNNER !! 


Mujuice - Coo! Cool Death 

This young Russian aged of only twenty-five years 
has already proven an incredible amount of creativ- 
ity and talent in his earlier productions. Earthfight 
podcasts has featured some of these earlier tracks 
during the last few years, and we are quite proud 
to have been one of the first podcast site to notice 
this young artist in the West. But as promising and 
creative as these productions were, nothing can ap- 
proach the cheer genius of Roma’s latest production 
Cool Cool Death LP. 


This album is exceptional in many ways. Firstly, the 
general “traditional” qualities of any great LP are well 
present, such as an incredible sense of melody and 
rhythm. Secondly, the originality of the production 
is quite refreshing, each track proving to be a new 
unexplored musical territory. This is where the cre- 
ativity of the young Roma Litvinov is truly amazing. 
He has found a way to fiddle with many different 
influences, all easily recognizable, such as Rock, Jazz, 
Classical Music, Electronica with a hint of Easy lis- 
tening and Ambient. The true genius is the lush and 
exciting electronic hybridization resulting from this 
strange but tasteful mix. Interestingly, although some 
tracks are sung in Russian, it never turns the dance 
floor into a Eurosceptic crowd (remember that it 
took years before people could enjoy German lan- 
guage on the dance floor). The overall homogene- 
ity of the album is excellent, the track listing having 
been worked out perfectly. Overall | would say that 
this album would easily compete with first Bjork 
solo album or some Radiohead album. 


After expecting a quick release last November 
through Kompakt in Germany and hoping for a fast 
distribution throughout usual retail networks, we 
came to the conclusion that the release of this mile- 
stone album will be postponed to 2008. Let’s hope 
that it will still be appreciated to its true value by 
then by our Westerner’s ears. We cannot emphasize 
more the qualities of this beautiful album and indeed 
advise you to get a copy as soon as possible! Avail- 
able at Amoeba now !! 





Palette Allstars - 
After School Special 


Over the past few years John Tejada has been split- 
ting his time working with long time collaborator 
Arian Leviste and more recent collaborator Justin 
Maxwell. Why not combine all 3? Palette All-Stars is 
just that.A collaboration between the 3 main Palette 
artists, each (Tejada, Leviste and Maxwell) playing a 
particular role in each song. From the ep opener, 
“After School Special” you get a sense of the trio 
each working on a particular element. Tejada’s driving 
drums, Maxwell's modular synth work, and Leviste’s 
bassline elements sculpt a driving track with a classic 
feel. “The Pilot” features Leviste’s smooth melodic 
synth work while Maxwell processes through the 
modular and Tejada privides the dubby beats. The ep 
finisher “Downtown Hotel” features a mad Maxwell 
modular freakout and driving 808s. Killer !! 


Tip: 

Quadrant nights in LA of Deep Dub Techno. 

Support your local record labels from LA:Absurd, Adjunct, Droid, 
Palette, Orac, Plug Research, Pro-Tez just to name a few. 


ERIC 


The White Prince of the Show-Me’s blog is 
at www.amoeba.com/blog/contributors/eric- 
s-blog/page | .html. Leave me some damned 
comments! And when I’m on my bike, don’t 
honk unless you know me.Whilst yer gettin’ 
fat in the ass, Show-Me here’s tryna get paid 

in advance. 


Spaced - Complete Series - 
Directed by: Edgar Wright 


This is one of those rare cases where something 
with almost universal appeal is universally appeal- 
ing. With pop cultural references both obscure and 
obvious, Spaced has something for everyone and 
you'll pick up on something you missed with each 
repeated viewing. 


&#2 1483; (sakebi) - Directed by 
&#40658;&#27810; &#28165; 


A bleakly beautiful pre-apocalyptic thriller film with 
surprising twists and a plot that depresses... for 
people that like that sort of thing.A police dick in- 
vestigates a string of killings. The clues seem to all 
point to him. 


Vampyr - Directed by Carl 
Theodor Dreyer 


With almost no plot or dialogue, this classic Danish 
horror film is all quiet, hazy, gray dread thankfully 
short on Gothic silliness.A critical failure at the time 
of its release, decades after universal critical rever- 
sal, the always-play-it-safe folks at Criterion have re- 


leased a cost-prohibitive version that can be yours if 
you dig deep into your pockets. 


TV Funhouse - Complete Series - 
Directed by Robert Smigel 


Doug and the Anipals show cartoons, moralize, edu- 
cate and embark on debaucherous adventures that 
can induce nausea and laughter in equal measure. 
Somewhere between Triumph the Insult Comic Dog 
and Meet the Feebles. 


Control - Directed by Anton 
Corbijn 

The veteran Dutch music video director’s biopic 
about lan Curtis is remarkable in its restraint. It mar- 
ries visuals so beautiful that it’s hard to look away 
with a detachment usually reserved for police pro- 
cedurals. Instead of psychologizing, Corbijn sticks to 
the facts, ma’am. In the process he creates the rare 
musical biopic that doesn’t feel like an overly senti- 
mental made-for-cable special whilst simultaneously, 
subtly, and perfectly evoking the appropriate disas- 
sociation of its subject. 


Tip: 

1.Wop wit it, wop da wop wit it wop wit it 

2. Drop it like its hot pick it up and make it pop 

3. It must by the wallet cuz it ain’t yer face 

4. Bounce for the poptone, bounce for the poptone, bounce 
baby bounce bounce bounce 

5. B**** stop tellin’ that lie or I'll hit you in the back for some 
Pad Thai 


GILLIAN 


Paul Simon - Rhythm of the 


Saints 

This is the year my knees started hurting, | got my 
first touch of bursitis, and | started listening to Paul 
Simon. 


Jean-Luc Godard 3-Disc 
Collector’s Edition - 
Directed by Jean-Luc Godard 


We're pretty starved for complexity in movies when 
we start throwing Oscars at whatever film has more 
than one plotline. You’ve never seen multi-layered 
narratives like this. Check out the Import DVDs of 
Slow Motion and Two or Three Things | Know About Her 
as well. 


Diabel - Directed by 


Andrzej Zulawski 

Zulawski makes the most heart-clenching art films. 
After Possession, this is my favorite. Banned for |7 
years in Poland because of the uneasy allegory be- 


tween Prussia’s invasion of Poland in the 18th cen- 
tury and the oligarchic socialism that was in power 
since the Soviet occupation. Regardless of your 
knowledge of Eastern European history this movie 
will blow your mind. 


Bread and Roses -Directed by 


Ken Loach 

Ken Loach might be the only director confident and 
brave enough to look at both sides of a political is- 
sue. From Cathy Come Home to The Wind That Shakes 
the Barley Loach has consistently told stories about 
the faces and families that personify abstract issues 
like poverty, immigration, and terrorism. Bread and 
Roses shows us a Los Angeles we can actually rec- 
ognize, rather than the over-glamorized unrelatable 
Hollywood version we're too often subjected to. 


Touki Bouki - Directed by Djibril 
Diop Mambety 


Funny, irreverent, formally inventive. A West African 
Bonnie and Clyde. 





GINA 


Maryanne Amacher - Sound 
Characters (Making the Third Ear) 


Amacher’s sound palate is made up of sine-wave 
clusters and pure tones. Her aim is to create music 
that actually resonates within the listener’s inner ear. 
Amacher’s music plays on different parts of the inner 
ear, rather than targeting just the ear drums. Our 
ears are overdosing! This concept could make for a 
whole new genre of music. Like inner ear vibrational 
country western or something of that sort. Though 
Amacher’s music is electronic, it’s designed to be 
good to yer ears- she likes pure tones...So for all 
those noise junkies, turn it down and discover what 
pleasures you may find in therapy noise. Double 
chocolate yes! 


This guy describes it better: 


“Maryanne Amacher’s certain that several of these 
electronic compositions will trigger sound from 
within the listener’s ears. Sounds unlikely at first, but 
her works indeed get under the skin before uncoil- 
ing inside the body. The more bright, popping mo- 
ments jump around, surrounding the listener with 
a roomful of sound in radical disproportion to the 
source's range--and initially with consternating rep- 
etitions and extremity of tones.“ — Andrew Bartlett 


Vitamin Wlig C - Dawn Adults 

It’s more of a visual landscape of sound, then your 
typical band. | really want to encourage listeners to 
step away from what’s widely known, and venture 
into the skylines. They tend to feel higher then usual, 
as your kitchen carpet is on fire my dear. 


Robert Hansen Jr. and Aaron Spafford are the mys- 
tics behind Vitamin Wig C. Their sound has been de- 
scribed as: “Hysterically layered, cinematic pyscho- 
acoustic dance oriented music that sounds as though 
it was recorded in an oddly shaped garage. Their lyr- 
ics are spiritually perverted, though trigger spiritual 
feelings of flight. Navigate to this shit! It’s refreshingly 
weird” - Zitty Brat Boy. Contributing musicians are 
Genaro Barragan, Albert Ortega and Mathew Davis. 
Vitamin Wig C plans to tour soon. But for now you 
can find their records at Amoeba, or late night live 
sessions on KXLU. Hansen also works in Video, Film 
and Photo manipulation with yours truly. 


* For fans of craft and roll. 
Website: Vitaminwigc/myspace.com 


To Contact: RHansen66@yahoo.com 


Goblin - Suspiria 
Thank you Cinevox Records! 


~ Quite possibly the most soothing and yet hyp- 
notically deranged sound score ever! Suspiria is in 
part a fantastic film, but Goblin’s sound scapes are 
what make the film so captivating. It’s dark music 
that makes you happy. When engaged, you feel em- 
powered to dance with the celestial demons from 
the early 70’s! This is some of Goblin’s best music 
for film...if you’re interested in exploring their other 
work, I'd recommend sticking to their soundtracks. 


For other Goblin releases check out: 
Profondo Rosso: motion picture soundtrack. 
Buio Omega: (re-issue version, 1997) 


Or for other soundtracks like Suspiria, look into 
“Classic Italian Soundtracks’ (DRG) Releases. 


Thai Beat A Go-Go, 
Vol. One - Three - Various Artists 


Dance around to a foreigner’s perception of West- 
ern pop music. If 1960’s American Go-Go pop mu- 
sic had an accent, well here you are - have a listen! 
Check out this series of disco shuffle tunes sprin- 
kled with long legged psychadelia, and splashed 
with Thai ice tea. And yes, we all know that for- 
eigners can be cheesy when attempting to follow 
Western music, but the Taiwanese definitely do not 
fall into this category. With this volume they can be 
the supreme rockers of Western A Go-go! Vol. 2 
is my favorite! 


You might also want to check out Amon Dil Il’s 
Phallus Dei, Alain Goraguer’s soundtrack to the 
1970’s animation Fantastic Planet and anything from 
Sublime Frequency Records. 


Joe Meek - 
The Alchemist of Pop 


Joe Meek, the eccentric independent British mu- 
sic producer is a legend. Check out Freak Beat, Or 
The Alchemist of Pop records. Together they work as 
a solid introduction to Joe Meek. He’s playful for 
sure, but also lovingly creepy and in some ways very 
modern. His most famous work was The Tornado’s 
hit “Telstar” (1962). His most innovative work you 
can check out on the concept album | Hear a New 
World...which is regarded as a watershed in modern 
music for its innovative use of electronic sounds. 
Like other hidden musical geniuses Bruce Haack 
and R. Stevie Moore, Meek’s ideas for mixing are 
just as unique and mind altering. 


If a fan of Meek, you might also fancy these titles: 
Arthur Russell - First Thought Best Thought 
Alvars Orkester - Interference 


IRENE CHAVIRA 


When | grow up | want to be 
Chavela Vargas...no apologies! 


Grand Archives - Grand Archives 
Their combined melodies soothe, their lyrics inspire 
and sometimes bring you to tears. Songs are open 
to personal interpretation, making them an essen- 
tial part of a person's life.“...I’ll leave all these, clo- 
vers buried in the ground for you to find next time 
around...” 


Watson Twins - Fire Songs 
They can do no wrong. 


Supergrass - Diamond Hoo Haa 
Never heard of them until | saw them perform at 
Amoeba; | think | kinda like ‘em. 


Mana - Arde El Cielo 


They always sound good live. | am forever a fan! 


B-52’s - Funplex 

I-L OV E-T H EM! Once an ’80s New Wave girl 
yalways and ’80s New Wave girl (Adam Ant Rulez!). 
Pll just have to wait for Oingo Boingo’s, Dexey’s Mid- 
night Runners’, and The English Beat’s next studio 
recording (crossing fingers in anticipation). | hope 
they’re not shying away from the drones of their 
adoring fans...sigh, | digress. 


JAMIE S. 


“Snake eyes, french fries and | got lots of 
cash. Full moon and a troubled tune, now 
you don’t have to ask...” - - Crazy Horse (the 
band) 


Vetiver - Thing of the Past 

Andy Cabic and his long haired ensemble of rugged 
and capable music travellers have created another 
near-perfect record! This time it’s all cover songs 
that they have really made their own. Great choices 
of songs, | wasn’t familiar with any of them before. 
All have strong melodies and poetic, thought-laden 
lyrics. Vetiver create a laid back feel while running a 
tight ship. Again, the musicians are subtly stunning, 
adding the perfect part and then going for that im- 
pressive, technical solo only when necessary. There 
is no note abuse on this record! Mr. Cabic’s voice 
again adds the qualities these songs need. His voice 
is sweet and earthy, melodious but not quite clear, 
there’s dust on his boots. My very favorite song is 
the heartwrenching and resigned “Houses,” which 
opens the album. Other standouts are Michael Hur- 
ley’s truck drivin’ song,’Blue Driver,’ Loudon Wain- 
wright III’s “Swimming Song,” “Hurry On Sundown,” 
by Hawkwind (?!), and the stark piano accompanied 
“Lon Chaney” so simple and devastatingly touching, 
written by Garland Jeffreys. Vetiver have raised the 
bar for anyone who wants to play California folk- 
rock, and if it was my world, they would be on major 
radio stations across the country. 


Gilberto Gil - Gilberto Gil 


(Cerebro Electronico) 

What is immediately striking about this gem from 
the Tropicalia movement is Gilberto Gil’s adventur- 
ous singing. He’s playing acoustic guitar, but is espe- 
cially aware of his voice as an instrument. He howls, 
whistles, hums, adds percussive syllables, and in an 
instant switches his voice to a burst of falsetto. I’ve 
really never heard singing like this! But it doesn’t 
sound too over-the-top; partly because he is such 
a confident singer who makes his vocals sound ef- 
fortless, and partly because the music is very psy- 
chedelic and “out there” for the time it was made, 
so the singing must match it in innovation and shifts 
in volume. There is fuzzed out guitar and organ, very 
distorted and 1960s sounding. There’s great horn 


section parts, also with that 1960s character, some 
string section accompaniments, piano and flute. And 
underneath it all, some great funky, expressive drum- 
ming. This ISN’T an acid freak-out record. It has 
studio musicians and arrangements, but solos are 
free-form and psychedelic. Such a sunny 
sounding, pioneering but sophisticated, 
well made record, a sure mood elevator! 


Plantlife - Time Traveller 
Largely channeling Prince here, Jack Splash, 
the voice of Plantlife, uses several of the 
same devices as that crazy mf. from Min- 
neapolis: writing ridiculously blunt, horny 
confessions, disclosing sexual misadven- 
tures, singing in a whispery moan, and 
declaring vague political manifestos that 
suggest that all any of us who are “run- 
ning out of patience” can do at this point 
is party hard and, through our sheer ni- 
hilism, perhaps we can throw a wrench 
into the system. 


But there’s another side to Jack Splash. 
He is so very smart and more hope- 
ful than anything written in the cynical 
1980s. In the song “Believers,” he says 
“Believers are those who refuse to give 
in,” then discusses respecting your el- 
ders and not judging them! So roughly, 
for each sexually amped, brash song 
there’s a sweet and thoughtful one for 
balance. My right-away favorite was 
“WhatA World” with its dreamy music 
(Fender Rhodes!) perfectly capturing 
that floating-on-a-cloud feeling you get 
when you have a crush on someone 
and you’re imagining what it would 
be like to spend the whole day with 
them. Other songs are full on party 
jams, so danceable! Overall there are 
simple basic drums, lots of handclaps, 
beautiful female backing vocals, solid 
catchy basslines, horn samples, 80s 
keyboard samples, warm jazzy guitars 
and some silly blistering solo guitars. 
This album came out around May 
Ist, and | knew it would be my sum- 
mer record. Oh, and DJ Rashida, Prince’s dj, does 
collaborate on this record. 


Pm Not There - 
Directed by Todd Haynes 


| love Todd Haynes! His use of metaphor where 
he will illustrate in a scene the literal rather than 
the poetic meaning of a phrase is so much fun and 
such a great use of film: why not create a scene that 
would be unlikely, bizarre, or impossible in real life 
but is accepted as a figure of speech? Then there’s 
the amazing set design, for example, the early 1960s 
home that young Woody finds himself in. The Eames 
era furniture and oversized floral fabrics pop out at 





















you and give the living room a hip, elegant but over- 
whelming and alien feel. 


This scene is so powerful because it shows these 
perfectly nice, intelligent people giving their support 
to Woody about his singing, as long as he 
is the precocious, ernest young 
folksinger. You can see that Woody 
feels great to be appreciated, but 
also confined by their almost con- 
descending acceptance. He knows 
he has only started his journey as an 
artist, and he will change and leave 
them disillusioned and missing the 
“old” Woody. After all, he’s still a 
boy, and much of what he tells about 
himself is fabrication and daydreams. 


See what | mean about Mr. Haynes’ 
movies? They seem so blunt on one 
level and so complex and layered on 
another. These things | love about him 
are the very things I’m sure others 
may find irritating about his approach. 
Still, ya gotta see this one! There’s a 
set that looks like everyone in the 
“Deadwood” HBO series dropped 
acid and decided to have a carnival/ 
funeral! You'll see Christian Bale in a 
crazy afro belting it out in a 1970's Pen- 
tecostal church. You'll see a cameo by 
Richie Havens and David Cross as Alan 
Ginsberg! And yes, Cate Blanchett is 
great as the sneering dandy superstar- 
angel about to snap. Heath Ledger is 
impressive as the outwardly mellow 
young dad who inwardly is a brooding 
chauvinist. And Richard Gere is perfect 
as the aged, out of touch hero. 


Four Tet - Ringer 
Kieran Hebden, a sound magician of the 
highest order, has been making unique 
and exhilarating electronic music as Four 
Tet for some years now using samples 
of acoustic sounds such as guitar and 
chiming gamelan instruments. He also 
throws in some AMAZING drum breaks. 
On this new E.P the songs sound like he is using 
only programmed synthesizers and minimal techno 
drums. The music builds slowly; there’s no chaotic 
percussive crescendos that you'll find in his previ- 
ous work. These songs are simpler, almost stripped 
down to Eno atmosphere or early Kraftwerk. He 
uses a tense, repeating pattern of strings or piano 
as a base (or as Tom Waits says, a “thickening agent’) 
and adds lighter, fast moving, whimsical or dreamy 
sounds over the darker foundation. Repetition and 
drone, he explains, are part of his secret. But being 
able to put opposite elements together are where 
the real energy and uniqueness of his music comes 
from.The tranquil and the chaotic, the forboding and 
the lightness, the unassuming and the totally badass 





are arranged together in such a striking way, leaving 
room for some randomness in there, too. That, | say, 
is a recipe for magic. 


Tip: 

A few other new releases that are GREAT! : 

|. Earles and Jensen, Just Farr A Laugh - the best prank phone 
calls ever! Such elaborate character development, hilarious 
situations, and as the liner notes state, a sociological study of 
American culture in the South. Re-issued on Matador. 

2. Andy Votel, Andy Votel’s Brazilika - The harmonic conver- 
gence for me — amazing record collector and Dj Andy Votel 
selects Brazilian music from the 1960s and 70s! On Far Out 
Recordings. 

3. Abe Vigoda, Skeleton - crazy, sugary energy, FAST playing and 
excellent musicianship, messy recording and vocals, songwriting 
like nothing you’ve heard before (really!) and a little bit of 
African/Carribbean flavor via the guitars. 


JAY ME 


My mom visited LA recently and | took her 
to Amoeba to get some CDs. She didn’t want 
anything new! Can you believe it? All she 
wanted were albums she knew back to front 
and could sing along to in the car. 
Catering to her need for nostalgic revital- 
ization, | walked her though the store and 
helped her pick out Crosby, Stills, & Nash, 
Steve Winwood, Neil Young, a Motown 
compilation, and, of course, Laura Nyro. 
We went back to my aunt’s house and I| had 
the luck of bearing witness to an embarrass- 
ing display of old people dancing and singing 
in a most dorky manner to songs | don’t 
know... “Eli’s comin’.....Eliiiiiii’s a comiiiiin’!” 
Laura Nyro is not an artist | connect with, 
but for my mom and her sister, Eli and the 
Thirteenth Confession is an album that 
resonates in their | 960’s-hippie-free love-too 
many drugs-womens liberation hearts. 


While listening to these old records, my aunt 
started talking about how weird it is 
switching from vinyl to CD because when 


she listened to vinyl, she often only listened 
to one side of a record, and with all the 

tracks in a row on a CD, she listens straight 
through and discovers songs she’s never 
heard before. So I’ve decided to dedicate 

my Amoeba picks, not to new records from 
2008, but instead to records | have only 

loved on one side. 


Wooden Wand & The Sky High 


Band - Second Attention 

The wizard of Wooden Wand is James Toth, a prolific 
songwriter that is mostly known to communities 
into noise music. This record is his most chewable 
record for people like me who are suckers for pop 
sensibility, like lyrics and melodies, oh my! The A 
Side is my lover on this record. The first lyric on 
the entire album is, “You’re knee-deep in some sin 
and your cavalry is worn thin.” Like a magnet, | am 
drawn in and find myself sitting on a log at a camp- 
fire in the woods with good friends, cheap beer, 
and a joint making its rounds. The lo-fi production 
is transcendent in that it doesn’t feel like a record 
recorded in the last 20 years. Everything about this 
record is reminiscent of 1960’s folk. Warm acoustic 
guitar, wailing harmonica, perfectly fuzzed electric 
guitar, mellow and washy percussion, earthy lyrics, 
sometimes ghostly vocals, and indulgent background 
vocals that feel like a towel being wrapped around 
your cold body after a full day of swimming. 


To represent this record well, | sat down and inhaled 
the B Side. It is just as amazing as the A Side. | can’t 
say enough great things about this fantastic record. 
Please refer to the ever judgmental Pitchforkmedia. 
com for a more in-depth and wordy critique of this 
most enjoyable record. 


Antony & The Johnsons - 
| Am A Bird Now 


My best friend Kellan made me a mix tape three 
years ago and put the song “Spiralling” on it. Maybe 
because it was the summer, or maybe | just wasn’t 
ready for greatness, but every time the tape got to 
that song, | fast forwarded over it. But one rainy 
Seattle night in mid to late fall, | let it play. And play. 
And play. | played it about eight times in a row while 
sitting in my station wagon in front of my purple 


house on 22nd Ave E. And | don’t want to sound 
sentimental, but I’d like to think that | cried. | don’t 
remember for sure. But | think that would have been 
nice. 


So | went out the next day and bought the record 
and | wanted nothing more than to listen to “Spiral- 
ling” over and over and over. And | did. And then 
my roommates joined in. I’d wake up in the morning 
to the B Side opener, “What Can | Do?,” sung by 
Rufus Wainwright, and the smell of eggs and pota- 
toes cooked finely by Addie. I’d come home from 
work to “Fistful of Love” while Logan prepared kale 
stuffed sweet potatoes. And just before bedtime, I'd 
grab my kitten and curl on the couch while Antony 
serenaded me with “Spiralling” one more time. We 
wore the shit out of that beautiful B Side. 


But there is anA Side! And let me tell you, it is just 
as breathtaking and heartbreaking. “Hope There's 
Someone” is the saddest and most lovely song on 
the entire record. And it just so happens to be the 
first song on the A Side. Antony’s unmistakable and 
remarkable voice hovering over piano and strings 
along with cameos by Rufus Wainwright, Devendra 
Banhart, Boy George, and Lou Reed, make this re- 
cord an astonishing masterpiece. So when you are 
ready--and | urge this most sincerely--when you are 
ready to dive into the depths of sorrow and beauty 
that Antony has to offer, then, and only then, should 
you buy | AmA Bird Now. And really take it in. 


Stevie Wonder - Talking Book 
Maybe this is a silly record to review in 2008, but 
perhaps there is some lost soul out there who has 
never experienced the greatness of Stevie because, 
perhaps, they think “Signed, Sealed, Delivered I’m 
Yours” is the only song Little Stevie wrote that 
amounted to anything. But they would be wrong! 
So wrong! | only discovered Talking Book a handful 
of years ago while | was in college. My interest was 
piqued by the end credits of, you guessed it, High 
Fidelity. “| Believe (When | Fall in Love it Will be For- 
ever)” closes out the movie and is also the last song 
on the B Side of Talking Book. To this day it is still 
one of my favorite songs ever written. It’s so hopeful 
and epic. 


When the needle hits the wax, the unmistakable funk 
(not the smelly bus passenger kind of funk--the good 


stuff) of “Superstition” can make anyone want to get 
up and dance. Even when you're at home by your- 
self. | spent the entire snowy, Chicago winter of my 
junior year in college dancing to “Superstition” on 
my red IKEA rug. The musicianship, the production, 
the songwriting, and most of all the lulling quality of 
Stevie’s voice make this record ridiculously addictive, 
satisfying, and amazing. And honestly, | have never 
listened to the A Side. Not once. 


Until now. And as it turns out, | know some of the 
songs on it. | like the A Side too, but | don’t think 
any song written presently, or in the decades and 
centuries to come, will ever be able to compare to 
the greatness of “| Believe.” Take that as a challenge... 
or simply choose to enjoy it. 


Mirah - Advisory Committee 

Mirah’s voice is breathy, wistful, and charming. The 
A Side’s opener is the epic and dramatic “Cold Cold 
Water” produced by Phil Elvrum of Microphones/ 
Mt. Eerie fame. From its galloping percussion to its 
dreamy strings to softer to softest, Mirah and Elvrum 
create an unusual masterpiece that shows a unique 
vision for each verse instead of a formulaic agenda. 
It’s rare that an artist can write songs that are non- 
linear and atypical in structure and yet still captivat- 
ing and memorable. Mirah continues this trend on 
“Mt. St. Helens,” an intimate example of her sincerity 
with acoustic guitar resting beneath her cherubic 
lilting and Elvrum’s rumbling percussion. 


Just to be sure, | threw on the B Side and, as it turns 
out, | have never listened to it. But the production 
and songwriting quality is on par. Advisory Com- 
mittee is moody, dreamy, honest, unpretentiously 
pretentious, endearing, and magnificently executed. 
Without making Mirah sound cutesy, | hope to con- 
vey how enchanting and lovely she and her songs 
are. 


Jeremy Enigk - Return of the Frog 


Queen 

| first became aware of Jeremy Enigk at the begin- 
ning of my high school years when a friend played a 
Sunny Day Real Estate record for me at the school 
radio station. His voice, haunting and wispy, made 
me swoon immediately. Some time passed before | 
found out he had released a solo record in between 





SDRE albums, and once | heard it | was spellbound. 
The song on the record that first captured me was 
“Explain.” | wore out the B Side listening to that 
song in ridiculous measure. One of my favorite 
things about the song is that Enigk messes up at the 
beginning of the song by double hitting a string, but 
keeps that take to put on the record. It wasn’t about 
perfection, it was about a feeling. The orchestration 
and songwriting create the feel of a soundtrack 
to a beautiful and dark yet heartwarming movie. 
I’m not sure he’s ever recaptured the magic of this 
record on any of his later musical endeavors, but 
| am so grateful he released this work of intrigue, 
melancholy, and radiance. 


It had definitely been a while since | listened to the 
A Side of Return of the Frog Queen and | forgot how 
much | loved the album opener, “Abegail Anne.” It’s 
dynamic and enrapturing. | am always amazed that 
one person can write an album full of great songs- 
-not one extraneous or unextraordinary song. 
Jeremy Enigk, | love you for this record. It is still one 
of my favorite records ever made. 


Tip: Listen to every record ever made at least once. 


JENN 


sometimes being 35 and working in a record 
store can make one feel like jerri blank. 


the detroit cobras - 
the original recordings: 
unreleased 1994-1997 


years before it was cool to have that 60’s garage 
sound, the detroit cobras were rocking clubs all over 
with their soulful but guitar driven jams. this record 
is a raw, stripped down peak into those early days. 
you can practically smells rachel’s cigarette as she 
belts out tune after tune. 


the future is unwritten: 
joe strummer - directed by 


julien temple 

this look into the life of punk legend, joe strummer 
is very sweet and quite sad at the same time. i don’t 
kow about everyone else but any documentary i’ve 
seen on the clash totally bums me out. the funny 
and sometimes less than flattering memories of joe 
strummer are told by the people who were there 
with him. it’s sweet, it’s sad, it’s silly and full of jim 
jarmusch. 


the dirtbombs - 


we have you surrounded 
i DARE you to not shake you butt to this record....i 
dare you. 


it’s always sunny in philadelphia: 
season 3 

this is thee funniest thing on t.v....period! these are 
the worst people ever and you won't believe the 
things they say and do. season 3 is the best and most 
outrageous so far. 


yaz - in your room (box set) 

yaz is amazing. allison moyet has the most beautiful 
voice. this isn’t the box set that i wanted it to be, but 
i'm glad that it’s here! 


Tip: 

for thee best tattoo in southern california, andy moore at 
shogun studios in pasadena. 

for the best booty shakin’ dancing. short stop on a saturday with 
dj lance rock. 

for the best pop art paintings (not your mom’s pop art, maybe 
your uncle..yeah, the weird one) go to nealbreton.com 

for the best tv show for toddlers...yo gabba gabba on nick jr! 


JOEL ISAAC BLACK 


FlightSchool 
The Muslims - The Muslims 


So inherently obvious, righteous...sincere. 


Primal Scream - Beautiful Future 
Bobby Gillespie and cohorts get positive, positively 
on the mark. 


The Lollipop Shoppe - 


Just Colour 
Everything was good way back here and then! 


Tip: 
(Spoonfed) Navigator, Sweaters, Majestys, Warner Spings Leo 
Lion Flying Cub Club, Rockers MUST band together! 








JOHN 


Rick Springfield - Venus In 


Overdrive 
“Best album of the fuckin millennium!” --Rob Ellidge 


JON 


Anthony David - Words 

Swooning and swelling strings, mallets on timpanis, 
tinkled ivories, David’s rasp wedded to India.Arie’s 
husk in a paean to language’s ultimate inadequacy in 
expressing the heart's arterial articulation. 


Esperanza Spaulding - Esperanza 
Esperanza — Ease and breeze, swing ‘n’ ting, flit and 
flutter, megabits of megabutters, la profesora joven 
brings bassy bottom like a steatopygeous Venus with 
the sway of a young Astrud. Though she flowed vo- 
caleasily on her first, Junjo, here she wields words 
eptly, trad without the staid, tri tongued and swing- 
ing, all supple, lithe, and winsome. 


Mavado - “On the Rock” 

In the long dichotomous tradition of rudie catchin 
the spirit, the young badman rides w/ Selassie |/ 
Jehovah (or Jayhova if you’re rockin the gratuitous 
guntalkin remix) over the nuff dramatical “Mission” 
riddim. Though curiously devoid of his trademark 
“Anyway” (maybe faith in the father precludes the 
normal dismissive ennui and apathy), his dissipating 
“Yeah” still provides the same plaintive, plangent au- 
totune tone, full of digital decay and audio pixilation, 
like he’s doing a slow, spectral dissolve. 


Quiet Village - Silent Movie 

If Martin Denny’s Quiet Village was a sterilized ode to 
the the ideal of the Pacific exotic, this is a smudgey 
and smeared paean to a herbaceous 70's, steady 
necking ludes to dim the wired dental grind from 
the reds and the snowy white. Cod reggae, jazz, and 
rock so soft it’s muddy. Kpm for the late pm, as night 
blearily cedes to light. Like a whole album of Bar- 
rabas’ “Mellow Blow,” they done gathered all the 
wooly, fuguey phases of rock’s barbituated haze and 
slaved them to the service of supreme easiness. 


Al Green - Too Much 

While there’s a mess of well intentioned en vivo 
resurrectionism going on w/ “living legends,” too 
oftimes it ends up sounding like “own clone syn- 
drome,” some kinda misbegat replicant more baked 
than burnished from the lambent glow of old glories. 
Here swinging loose from the actual sway of Willie 
Mitchell, the right left rev Green still shoulders the 
Hi-times vibe with a lachrymose dose of beauty and 
its awful power. 


Raheem Devaughn - Woman 

Wildly wielding his surface to air, stratosphere pierc- 
ing, singing against himself, whoops, Raheem channels 
Marvin's freak a leek technique on this joyous exul- 
tation, peroration on the crucial mix of the sacred 
and salacious, the profound and the perverse of the 
sought but seldom caught. 


Roots of Chicha - Various Artists 
Wet brained cumbias, drenched in corn liquor and 
reverb, besotted with booze and wooze. Like a glori- 
ous hangover without all that pesky drinking. 


Buckwild - Diggin in the Crates 
(‘93 to 97) 

The undercover DITC operative; often neglected 
in the hailing of the Primo/Diamond Show tri- 
umpherate, but just as ill. Here go all the crucial, 
usually VINYL ONLY joints: Artifacts “C’mon Wit 
the Get Down” remix, Tha Alkaholiks “Daaam” re- 
mix and early Jemini (with a melodious funked up 
musicality up thurr with Da Beatminerz finest (cue 
their “Brown Sugar” remix) that'll force a reappraisal 
of the pantheon.) 


Duke Special - Last Night | 
Nearly Died 


There’s an odd dichotomy between the forlorn mel- 
ody line and the colorless timbre of the Duke’s ac- 
tual voice (a divide done even starker on his version 
of the Prince/Chaka “I Feel For You,” one of the most 
sinuous, sensuous paeans to passion, fully flensed & 
filleted, excised of giblets and elided of lights). Start- 
ing off with a bouncy, fairly Northern vibe, it quickly 
pulls up, reined in, desanguinated, pretty & pallid. 
The first half of the chorus, “last night | nearly died,” 
swells and builds while the rest, “but | woke up just 


in time,” stumbles through, dazed, a lament, survival 
being the grimmer option. Like an elegy from a left 
behind body to a soul gone walkabout. 


Little Dragon - “Twice” 

Yukimi Nagano’s spectral vocal floats through the 
blur of “Twice,” a wibbly track, all flutter and wow, 
her phrasing like a drunk’s overly deliberate enun- 
ciation or a recitation by someone totally unfamiliar 
with the rhythms of speech or song, dipping low, 
meandering, an enjambed, peregrinatious run on 
running on and over, affectless but heartbreaking. 


Jose James - Dreamer 

His voice warm, rich and heady like dark, amber 
bourbon, he ennobles the d & b beats of “Dreaming” 
and confirms the Fellowship’s “Park Bench People” 
as the future standard it’s always been. Without 
falling prey to the “me against the music” wrasslin 
that jazz singers can struggle with, he totally inhabits 
the sound of the song, more swaying than swinging. 
Youngblood brings old soul like a old soul. 


Jay Electronica 

Whilst the multitudes’re praisin the amazing 500 de- 
gree blazin phrasin of the mixtape a minute makin 
man what puts the Weezy in Louisiana, the real 
NOLA rolla may well be Jay Electronica. With his 
space (free) based shamanism, he comes Doomish, 
sportin dual pronged & be-bonged production of 
sound beats and bites with a similarly sidewise mix 
of wroth & whimsy and the tragicomic book blend of 
low culture and supreme mathematics. Coming soon 
from the womb of E. Badu’s Control Freak label. 





Chaka Khan/Mary J - 
“Disrespectful” / 


Amerie - “Gotta Work” 

Here it takes Jimmy Jam, Terry Lewis, and the Avila 
Bros. to aptly ape the patented Rich Harrison break 
chopping blueprint on “Disrespectful,” (which both 
allows Chaka’s soul shredding wail room to roam 
and Mary’s more battered croon space to shine) 
while the three heads that are One Up (from 
One Up Entertainment) go for the “don’t fix what 
ain’t broke” formulaics with the heartical article 
herself on Amerie’s “Hate to Love You” and the 
more amped up “Gotta Work’(where she shows 
she can blow and that that little bit got some big 
ole lungs). 


JUSTIN 


Flesheaters - A Minute to Pray 
A Second To Die (Reissue) 


One of the greatest LA punk rock and roll bands of 
all time. There was something about the way that 
Chris D moaned and growled that made this music 
so weird and intrinsically cool. This particular ver- 
sion of Flesheaters featured members of X and The 
Blasters.And Steve Berlin! Seriously, dig the Flesheat- 
ers. And if you like this, please check out my own 
personal favorite of theirs, A Hard Road to Follow. 


Abe Vigoda - Skeleton 

So young and fresh! This band manages to churn out 
such beautiful reverbed-out aggression. | guess peo- 
ple say that it’s tropical punk but that sounds kind of 
embarrassing and they’re way way better than that. | 
hope they make a pop record one day. 


Sebadoh - Bubble and Scrape 


(Reissue) 

| don’t know how | forgot how rad this band was. 
Lou Barlow, Jason Lowenstein and Eric Gaffney all 
wrote and sang their own songs about resentment 
and paranoia and pot. God, good bands don’t write 
good drug songs anymore really, do they? Sebadoh 
sure did. They were surprisingly punk in retrospect. 
Some really good bonus tracks, too. 


Gene Clark - 
Silverado ‘75 


Gene Clark is one of my favorite singers and song- 
writers. Everybody should become way more 
acquainted with him. This is a live record from af- 
ter No Other, featuring choice Gene tunes from that 
record and his next, Two Sides to Every Story. And 
some covers. And an amazing rendition of his Byrds 
classic “Set You Free This Time.” His voice will make 
you quiver. 


Adam Payne’s Residual Echoes/ 
Adam Payne - Seconds EP/Organ 


Two new records from this one dude, one under his 
band name Adam Payne's Residual Echoes, the sec- 
ond being released under his non-rock name. Sec- 
onds was recorded at home on four-track, Organ 
was recorded in a Portland studio. This stuff is from 
the same fluid essence that helped spawn the most 
psychedelic and inspired sounds of the SST 80s. 
Grateful Punk Head. Somebody ought to give this 
guy a whole bunch of money and make him famous. 
He just needs the right publicist. 


Tip: Metal Marty King is out there...Still Shredding. 


KELLY 


I work in New Rock and | am always looking 
for new music from the UK. 


The Cure - 4:13 Dream 
Bloc Party - Intimacy 
Oasis - Dig Out Your Soul 


Ipso Facto - Ears & Eyes 


Late Of The Pier - Fantasy Black 
Channel 
Tip: 


Myspace! Love it or hate it, Myspace is a great place to check 
out new bands. 


LIL KIM 


Orchestral Manoeuvres in the 


Dark - Dazzle Ships (re-issue) 
The remasters sound great, and there are nice b- 
sides included too, particularly “4 Neu.” 


Amy Winehouse - 


Frank (re-issue) 
This re-issue of her first album has a different vibe 
than Back 2 Black — but still feels like Amy. 


The Oscillation - Out of Phase 


Super spacey electronic with heavy grooves. 


The Presets - 


“This Boy’s In Love” 


This single has a good remix from lifelike, maybe 
sounds a bit old fashioned, but the chorus is great. 


Max Linen - Neon Lights 
Super high energy sing-a-long house single. The San- 
dy Vee remix is cool too. 


thecocknbullkid - On My Own/ 
Shake 


thecocknbullkid is a british lady with strange melodies 
and odd beats that work - sparse and tight - “Shake” 
is one of my favorite songs of the year so far. 


Hot Chip - 


Made inthe Dark _\ 
Hot Chip is great at rhythmi-* 
cally catchy vocals and songs 
that take you with them. Once 

| came around to Hot Chip, this 
record became one of my faves 
to listen to. Imaginative and feels 
good. 


NX 


Syclops - 

“Where’s Jason’s K” 

This single is my favorite song € 

from the Syclops full length I’ve 

Got My Eye On You. There might 

be others involved, but it seems 

like Syclops is mainly Maurice Ful- ( 

ton from Mu. This guy is on a trip 

— jammy electonic. 
a 


end y 


The Mae-Shi - yi 


Run to Your Grave 

| love this song. When | hear it, 

it always releases any bad feelings. 
The b-side has a Yea Big and Kid 
Static remix too. 





KRISTEN 


Okkervil River - The Stand Ins 


Verve - Forth 
Calexico - Carried to Dust 


The Counterfeiters - Directed by 
Stefan Ruzowitzky 


Nick Cave & the Bad Seeds - 
Dig!!! Lazarus Dig!!! 


KBA 


| grew up in Washington State. 
! miss the trees. 


Silver Jews - Lookout Mountain, 


Lookout Sea 

Nobody in music today writes lyrics with a sharp, 
poetic smirk quite like David Berman. Consider this 
throwaway intro to “Party Barge:” 


Father drove a steamroller. 

Momma was a crossing guard. 

She got rolled when he got steamed, 
And | got left in charge. 


Other tales on this latest release include the melan- 
choly life and times of a depressed jukebox, a hipster 
who loses his true love and finds a new career in 
burglary, and a guy who ends up in a jail made com- 
pletely of candy. 


It’s a great record. 


Akron/Family - Love Is Simple 
Typically any band who would invite me to “love ev- 
eryone” and “not fear death” would piss me off. It 
says a lot about Akron/Family that they can make 
such energetic music and deliver it with such heart- 
felt sincerity that they can win over the jaded and 
the sarcastic. It helps when they toss in lines like 
this, “Some think rice is white, others think rice is 
brown. Some think Christ is white, others think he is 
brown.” This is a great record. 


No Age - Nouns 
At first | was disappointed with this record because 
its production is so much cleaner than Weirdo Rip- 


pers. After several listens | got over the lacking fuzz 
and dirtiness and grew to really love this album. 
Great songs, great record. 


Man of the West - Directed by 
Anthony Mann 


This story finds its way into strangely intense and 
highly sexualized situations that were creeping into 
the works of major Hollywood directors in the late 
1950’s (think Vertigo and The Searchers). Anthony 
Mann crafts an excellent film out of what many 
might have dialed in as a tired genre exercise. Mann’s 
work gets looked over far too often. He is one of the 
all time Hollywood greats. 


Tip: 

Stop driving your car to work every day. 
Stop watching television every day. 

Stop buying things you do not need. 
When you must buy, buy local, buy used. 


KYLE KYTE 


Drummer, Producer, Dungeon Engineer. 


Portishead - Third 

Portishead returns from an eleven year hiatus to re- 
define the classic electronic album. Like Radiohead’s 
OK Computer, Third refuses to coalesce to expecta- 
tions, and instead blinds with innovation. Gone are 
the samples and scratches, replaced by digital and 
analog instrumentation. The dark and grimy is still 
there, but with a refinement capable only by the ab- 
surd talent of this Bristol trio. 


NIN - Ghosts I-VI 
If you consider Fragile to be the pinnacle of Trent 
Reznor’s music, are wholly unconvinced of the 
macho/disco facade, and if you have lost all 
interest in new Nine Inch Nails material, then 
there might be something about a quickly 2X 
made instrumental album that is exactly 
what your dissident faith needs. The sonic 
landscapes of Ghosts will take you back to 
the pre-dance era of NIN, and the lack of 
vocals on the record should take away 
any confliction you have with the lead 
singer’s unnatural physic. 


Flying Lotus - 
Los Angeles 

Is hip hop really all 
about diamonds and 
Armani suits, ex- 
pensive cars and 
red carpets? Or 
is hip hop about 
urban life, street 
culture, the nitty 
gritty of contempo- 












rary existence? Flying Lotus is a hip hop artist signed 
to one of the most respected electronic labels on 
the planet, a description that easily feels out of place. 
Darker than most of Warp Records catalogue, and 
glitchier than your average Winnetka house party, 
Flying Lotus is the dirty resurrection of urban music 
that many of us have been waiting for. 


A.B.F. - Because I’m Beautiful 

Abstract Butta Fingas is just one of many names used 
by producer and dj extraordinaire Mbela Endeley. 
Endeley is well known around LA as a solid jockey, 
capable of weaving through genres, delivering hits 
and catching you off guard with some leftfield shit. 
A.B.F’s production techniques can be similarly de- 
scribed and on his debut album he’sbrought a crew 
of fresh faces and seasoned professionals to burst 
from behind the tables and onto the airwaves. 


Dj Kentaro - Enter 

D] Kentaro gets props for having the best album art 
to memory. Contemporary and classic, with gold 
printing that makes you drool, worthy of a frame, 
but best on view while listening to Kentaro’s debut 
album of experimental Hip Hop. Hailing from Japan 
where excess aesthetics are law, 2002 DMC World 
Final Champion DJ Kentaro brings a scratch DJ's 
techniques and skills into the studio for a mash up of 
sounds equal parts Wu-Tang and Datach’i. 


Tip: 

It’s perfectly acceptable for record store employees to cherry 
pick vinyl. It’s like health insurance or flight attendants getting 
free air fare, it’s an occupational benefit. If you’re broke, and 
you want the best records in the best condition, go to work at a 
record store, but hurry before they’ all gone. 


Postscript:To the editors of Music We Like: thank you for your 
vision and patience. 


LEE 0. GORDON 


She sells sea shells by the sea shore... 


A-Square (Of Course) - Various 


Artists 

The late “Jeep” Holland was an Ann Arbor, MI (hence 
A-Square) record store manager and aspiring rock n’ 
roll talent scout. He began signing bands to manage- 
ment contracts and recording them on his own label 
circa 1966. The most famous bands to be branded 
with the A-Square label were the MCS, the Rationals 
and the Scott Richard Case (later SRC). The five re- 
ally weren’t under Jeep’s management; their manager, 
the notorious John Sinclair, liked Holland and figured 
his label’s name would look cool on the “Looking at 
You/ Borderline” single (a MONSTER, | might add...). 
Anyway, the Rationals (who have been criminally 
ignored when it comes to CD reissues) will have 
their own Big Beat CD coming soon, so don’t look 


for them on this one. The other stuff besides the 5 
and SRC on here includes future Lou Reed / Alice 
Cooper guitar player Dick Wagner’s Bossmen and 
Frost, the Up, the Prime Movers (featuring a young 
drummer named James Osterberg aka Iggy Pop, who 
takes his first recorded vocal on PM’s version of 
“I’m A Man”), the power pop Thyme...this disc is a 
can’t miss for any fan of raucous 60’s noise. Much of 
the wonderful Southeastern Michigan rock n’ roll of 
the 1965-72 era remains unavailable (like early Bob 
Seger, whose early independent singles and first few 
Capitol albums are hard to come by) to the CD and 
online buyer. More like this please... 


Love Story - Directed by Chris 


Hall & Mike Kerry 

No, not the sappy 70’s death dirge starring Ali 
McGraw and Ryan O’Neil. This is the story of LOVE, 
the fantastic mid-60’s LA band. Anyone curious as to 
my devotion to this group need look no further than 
my right forearm that has sported a tattoo of their 
logo for quite a few years now.When this movie hit 
our shelves | quickly bought it, rushed home, threw 
it in and hoped like hell that the filmmakers didn’t 
f--- up an important tale. They didn’t. It actually sur- 
passed what | thought anybody could pull off. They 
found all the important living characters involved and 
got a batch of honest interviews out of the mercurial 
(and now sadly passed) Arthur Lee. Two highlights 
(out of many): Lead Guitarist John Echols visiting 
the site of Bido Lito’s, the nightclub where Love es- 
tablished themselves on the Hollywood scene (BL’s 
was located on Cosmo, exactly one block straight 
north of Amoeba) and the visit Arthur Lee pays to 
“The Castle” a large Los Feliz (near Griffith Park) 
mansion that the band used as a communal home in 
1965-66. Look, | could write a ten page essay on this 
nonsense, easy... 


Groovy Country LPs - Numerous 
Artists 


In the last 15 years or so I’ve developed a like for 
older country music. Mainly ’40s, 50s and ’60s stuff. 
Starting sometime last year | started to buy a lot of 
old C&W LPs, well... because they are right in front of 
me every day at work. I’ve found some amazing stuff 
and a lot of it is easily found on CD. Wynn Stewart 
moved from Missouri to LA when young and be- 
came a Star on the large Southern California country 
circuit. Stewart possessed a wonderful voice, much 
in evidence on his mid-’60s Capitol albums. The sides 
he cut for Gene Autry’s Challenge label in the ’50s (I 
recently acquired a CD full of these tunes) are rawer 
and grittier and come recommended. His former 
bass player Merle Haggard became a great measure 
more famous. | dig him, too. Oh, and a real m--------- 
--r is the king of the Bakersfield scene, Buck Owens. 
His 60’s records are quite magical and most can be 
found on CD. Other acts I’ve been grooving to in- 
clude Hank Thompson, Stonewall Jackson, George 
Jones, Flying Burrito Brothers, Marty Robbins, Hank 
Williams, Porter Wagoner, Don Gibson, Waylon Jen- 


nings, Ray Price, Willie Nelson, Wanda Jackson, Bob 
Wills...’m finding new gems all the time. Don’t be 
afraid of the old country stuff, rock n’ roll purist, it’s 
just another side of the same coin. 


Tip: 

Many thanks to Larry Schemel,Adam Payne, Victor Penalosa, 
Oliver Hall, Chris Guttmacher and Elicia McCoy (hope | spelled 
all your names right !?!) for making the Falling Spikes happen... 


LISA V! 


I’m the Kobe Bryant of hatin’. 


Youre like one of those people who sits at 
home watching Food Network all day and 
you only have a microwave. 


Bleach: Seasons I & 2 - 
Directed by Noriyuki Abe 


This pretty much has something for every 
nerd. A parental loss storyline for those with 
emotional issues, you know, who are scared 
to go to the bathroom in public. Some fan 
service for lonely nerds. And for the sword & 
sandal types, an unlikely, though cocky, hero with 
an absurdly huge sword.And lots of sword fights. 
Get it? | mean, get it! 


M83 - Saturdays = Youth 

| know this came out early in the year, but it is, 
um, rad. A good gateway album for those who 
slept. Their second album, Dead Cities, Red Seas 
and Lost Ghosts is in my top ten. It’s like being 
sonically smothered to death by a John Carpen- 
ter & Zombi clone gone horribly right. 





A Woman Under The 
Influence - Directed by 


John Cassavetes 

Man... it’s no Husbands, but a close second. And fi- 
nally available on its own from Criterion in October. 
This guy could smack the smarmy out of every film- 
school kid’s mouth and remind them that art is sup- 
posed to make you feel something. A ’70s treasure 
up there with Scarecrow and Badlands. 


The Exquisite Short Films of 
Kihachiro Kawamoto - Directed 


by Kihachiro Kawamoto 
Mmmmmmm... puppets. 


Tip: 
!!!Sea Wolf & Darker My Love!!! 
Put down the IPod & go to a show. 





















LORI WILLIAMS 


a.k.a. “NoLorious” - KooKoo for Cocoa Puffs 


Dear God, thank you for sending Dubstep. 
| promise to be good, just give me more 
dubstep!! 


Benga - Diary of an Afro Warrior 
THIS. ALBUM. IS. PERFECT!! When | first heard 
this in the store, | was underwhelmed, which is not 
surprising because this album is much more subtle 
- it doesn’t bang you over the head like the other 
dubstep | love (see Trill Bass below) - but as soon as | 
heard this at home, | was like, WOW!! The composi- 
tion here is impeccable. For these songs the silence 
is just as important as each note. Benga is 
the Zen Jazz Jedi master of dubstep. This is 
one of the reasons | love this genre so much: 
there is so much room for difference. Benga 
is not Trill Bass who isn’t Burial who sho’ ain’t 
Shackleton. But yet they all have this Bass Magic to 
them. There’s something about this vibration...Aptly 
titled, “Diary of an Afro Warrior,” this is the album 
Blade meditates to in preparation for whipping out 
his ninja sword & julienne-ing some bloodsuckers. If 
you get the chance, you’ve got to see Benga live. | 
did. It’s a mind-scramble! 


The Take - 
Directed by Avi Lewis - 
Written by Naomi Klein 


An amazing look at how working people 
fought back against the Globalization/Corporatist 
Frankenstein machine. Argentina is one of the 
many countries that followed the disastrous 
neo-liberal economic guidelines of the IMF and 
World Bank and as a result, predictably, their 
economy collapsed in 2001. But the work- 
ers in Buenos Aires who were laid off and 
locked out of their factories decided to 
do something incredible: they broke in, re- 

started the machines, and began operating the 
factories as collectives. Awesome!! Director Avi 
Lewis and writer Naomi Klein managed to catch the 
entire process from the beginning with one group 
at an auto-parts factory.After you’re done watching 
this, check out Naomi Klein’s new book, The Shock 
Doctrine: The Rise of Disaster Capitalism, and of course, 
her classic, No Logo. 


Trill Bass 

www.myspace.com/trillbass 

Now THIS is the break a bottle and cut a bitch 
album. This is the head-bangin, thrash metal, FUBAR 
obnoxious bass blast dubstep album to roll down 
tha skreet wit, rattlin’ yo’ ghetto sled to pieces, of- 
fending all pedestrians. Plus, this album features the 
best version by far of the killer Dizzee Rascal & UGK 
track, ‘““Where’s Da G’s,” kicking the ASS of both the 
original cut and EIl-P’s remix. SONIC BOOOOMM- 
MMMMM!!! 


Tectonic Plates - Various Artists 
8.8 on the Richter scale! 


Hercules And Love Affair - 
Hercules And Love Affair 


These retro-classic dance grooves are addictive. 


The music on each track pays homage to classic 
sounds from days on dancefloors past. But these 
aren’t cheesy or cheap knock-offs, they are a re- 
vival of the best of these sounds. Several of the best 
tracks, “Blind,” “Free Will” and “You Belong,” feature 
Antony from Antony and The Johnsons on vocals. 
It took me a minute to get used to his voice but 
once | opened up to it | realized how perfectly it 
complements the music. His voice just soars. All of 
the vocalists on the album bring back the real emo- 
tion, the big beating heart and hope, to dance music. 
This album is for all us freaks for whom dancing is 
a religious experience — dancing and sweating to 
leave your troubles behind, experience community 
and commune with the divine. | just saw their live 
show and it was awesome!! Who else has as their 
front vocalists a punky little butch dyke & a gorgeous 
tranny dancing her tasseled-dress ass off??? Round 
it out with two live horn players, bass guitar, keys, 
and producer Andy Butler controlling it all from the 
back — with pandemonium on the dancefloor — it 
was a Pure Joy Explosion!! 


Rodolfo Juarez 
www.myspace.com/rodolfojuarez 

Just when you thought it was safe to go back in the 
water...If you haven’t heard what Mr. Juarez has been 
up to lately, you’re massively missing out. His latest 
creation is the absolutely fantastic “Broken Worms” 
remix of “Food For Worms” by In Broken English 
(myspace.com/inbrokenenglish). Rodolfo took this 
already incredibly atmospheric song and transformed 
it into a cinematic epic. One of my favorite aspects 
of Rodolfo’s beats & songs is that they sound like 
they’re deconstructing themselves... backwards... But 
on other recent tracks it’s also clear he’s having the 
most fun he’s had in years, bouncing to disco & diving 
into my beloved bass, such as “Dyko Disko Boota,” 
on which yours truly, NoLorious, makes her vocal 
debut. That's me on the chorus! Look out for more 
remixes, collabos, & new material coming soon!! 


Sam Sparro - Sam Sparro 

Perfect pop dance grooves with Sam Sparro’s super 
soulful funky vocals have me singing my heart out 
while I’m shakin my rump. The secret lovechild of 
Kylie & Prince? or Stevie? This is the album to put 
on when your're getting ready to go hit the club!! 
Yes, you look HOTT! Now get out there & make 
me a believer! 


Love Grenades 
www.myspace.com/lovegrenades 

Miss Elizabeth is bringing the class back to pop mu- 
sic. Careful! You might fall in love... 


JME - Famous? 

Responsible for the now classic quotes “SERIOUS!” 
and “SH-HUT YA MOUT!” JME instantly caught 
my ears because of his smooth delivery, wit and 
choice of subject matter, distinguishing him from 
the shouting, boasting and gangster style of most 
grime MCs. And of course | love the marriage of 
rap with the most cutting edge electronica styles 
coming out of the UK. JME’s also featured on the 
awesome “No Qualms” and “Carry Out Orders” by 
Wiley, a.k.a.“Eskiboy,’ and Skream’s classic, “Tapped.” 
www.myspace.com/jmeserious. 


Wiley - Grime Wave 

For whatever reason, Dizzee and Lady Sovereign 
got huge press over here, but all of their full length 
albums left me disappointed, whereas Wiley has 
been killing it, both on his last album Playtime Is Over, 
and now on Grime Wave. 


Tip: 

Pure Filth (www.myspace.com/purefilthdubstep) and SMOG 
LA (www.smogla.com) are bringing all the biggest names in 
dubstep right here to LA on a weekly basis. Yes!! For dubstep 
online radio, go to SUB.FM (www.subfm.com.) GetDarker.com: 
World’s First Online Dubstep Magazine. 


On Pandora (www.pandora.com) and Last.fm (www.last.fm), you 
can listen to your favorite music & discover something you never 
heard of before that you will love, with NO COMMERCIALS & 
you might even make some like-minded friends. Cute!! 


REGISTER TO VOTE HERE AT AMOEBA!!! 


LUCAS 


Dj La Luz of “Bright Moments,” a weekly 
two hour radio ritual of miracle-ized music 
for the community at KSPC 88.7fm 
Claremont and to the world at www.kspc. 
org.All praises due to the saxophone 
miracle, Rahsaan Roland Kirk! 


Bennie Maupin - Early Reflections 
Maupin recorded this with some great Polish 
musicians that he met through his time in Europe. 
There is a high point when the group reworks the 
classic Maupin tune, “The Jewel in the Lotus.” Bennie 
Maupin’s hands speak with wisdom on bass clarinet, 
tenor and soprano sax, and alto flute. 


George Duke - Faces In Reflection 
Yeah he eventually went the smooth route, but this 
is 1974 Dukey! | fell in love with Duke's talent from 
his Zappa outings, and also the earlier trio work he 
did featuring Jean Luc-Ponty. This guy stands alone 
on keyboards/synths and also his voice is angelic. | 
don’t care what you say. Faces in Reflection No. 2!? 
C’mon. 


Carlos Nino & Lil Sci - 


What?’s The Science? Elevation 

An uplifting project w/ contributions by Ammon- 
contact, Daedelus, Flying Lotus, Nobody, Prince Po, 
Miguel Atwood-Ferguson, Nick Rosen, Dexter Story, 
Nate Morgan & Dwight Trible. 


Arif Mardin - Journey 

Once studio manager, label house producer and ar- 
ranger for Atlantic Records. Recorded this one with 
a who’s who of funk and jazz greats. Cinematic fusion 
of blaxploitation-era soul and jazz. Still waiting for 
the universe to deliver my vinyl copy. 


The Gathering - Leimert Park: 
Roots and Branches of Los Angeles 


azz 

sh Pan African Peoples Arkestra makes a much 
needed return with that healing spirit under the 
leadership of Jesse Sharps. A collective historical 
document of the true roots in Los Angeles’ progres- 
sive jazz and improvized music from young lions and 
seasoned veterans. “Our music is contributive, not 
competitive”- Horace Tapscott 


Tip: Jazz Bakery of Culver City, “RISE” w/ Mark 
Maxwell & “Spaceways” w/ Carlos Nifio on KPFK 
90.7fm 


J. MARK BEAVER 


“If you want to know my secrets, 
you'll eat my sandwich!” 
— Dan Akroyd - My Stepmother is an Alien 


Everest - Ghost Notes 

Seems weird to be this gaga over an album from 
people that | know, but after some dozens of listens, 
I’m pretty sure that | can be objective. | think that 
Ghost Notes has legs. It is a full album of beautiful and 
powerful songs, fleshed out with some incredible en- 
semble communication. | think | will be listening to 
it until I’m gone. 


Love As Laughter - Holy 
Laughter’s Fifth, from 2005, has become an album 
that | return to over and over, still mining gold out 
of its depths. With Laughter’s Fifth, | knew it imme- 
diately, while | have had to peel Holy away layer-by- 
layer, listen-by-listen. It’s a much more subtle album 
and much deeper. It also includes, “Konny & Jim,” one 
of the greatest Rolling Stones songs that the Stones 
never sang. 


Bon Iver - For Emma, 

Forever Ago 
Singer/songwriter Justin Vernon certainly didn’t 
spend his winter in a remote cabin doing noth- 
ing but ice fishing. He got down to work and put 


together an album full of introspective, glistening 
acoustic pop that sounds like all of the best things 
about being cold and lonely and content. Todd West 
doesn’t like it. 


Panda Bear - Person Pitch 

Lisa Loomis played this for me, fully expecting me to 
hate it. Nope. | know that the sound of the Beach 
Boys is what comes out of Brian Wilson’s head, but 
Panda Bear is what it really sounds like on the in- 
side. 


Build an Ark - Dawn 

| walked back into the Jazz Room one evening and 
walked into paradise. The flawless swirl of jazz, 
groove, chant and love turned me on my heels. Lucas 
pointed me in the right direction and | went. Leim- 
ert Park veterans like Derf Reklaw, Adam Rudolph, 
Dwight Trible, Nate Morgan and Phil Ranelin bring 
it. It’s as if the best things about the CTI label never 
ever started to suck. The double-vinyl packaging is 
stunning! 


Silent Ozu: Three Family 
Comedies - Directed by 


Yasujro Ozu 

Japanese silent films are a tough sell, but silent or 
not, these are three gorgeous films. My favorite is 
| Was Born, But... (1932), in which eight and ten-year- 
old brothers come to the angry and humiliating real- 
ization that their father works for a more powerful 
man. Not only very funny, very deep, painful, charm- 
ing and true, Ozu films are always also beautiful to 
look at. 


Tip: 
Want the low-down on how L.A. music came to be so? Read 
Waiting For The Sun by Barney Hoskins! 











MARYANN 


dvd slinger 


kathy griffin - 
for your consideration 


lizz wright - the orchard 


heidi newfield - 
what am i waiting for 


tapes ‘n tapes - walk it off 


autism: the musical - 
directed by tricia regan 


jimmy carter-man from plains - 
directed by jonathan demme 


control - directed by 
anton corbijn 


she & him - 
volume one 


MICHAEL ROSAS 


The “quiet” kid in used rock. 


Devotchka - A Mad And Faithful 
Telling 


| first became enthralled with Devotchka when 
| heard their Curse Your Little Heart EP two years 
ago. In it were beautiful covers of Siouxsie & 
The Banshees’ “Last Beat of My Heart,” Velvet 
Underground’s “Venus In Furs,” and a frantic cover 
of the traditional Mexican folk song “El Zopilote Mo- 
jado.” | knew that year | had found one of my favorite 
records. Fast-forward to the present, and lo-and-be- 
hold Devotchka have done it again. With a refreshing 
sound that draws its influences from far-and-wide 
places, such as Eastern European folk music, Ennio 


Morricones’ spaghetti westerns, and mariachi music. 


A Mad And Faithful Telling is a classic album that sur- 
passes genres. From the opening track “Basso Pro- 
fundo” to the closer “A New World” this album as 
a whole is incredible. Seriously, try to listen to “The 















Clockwise Witness” and not think that this is amaz- 
ing. If that wasn’t enough, this indie-gypsy-mariachi- 
band comes from Denver, Colorado of all places. No, 
really... I’m serious, it’s amazing.Y ou'll love it. 


Brendan Canning - Something For 
All Of Us 


Part of the Broken Social Scene presents 
series, Something For All Of Us marks the 
first solo effort from Brendan Canning, one 
of the founding members of the aforemen- 
tioned Canadian indie-rock collective. As 
the title so aptly states, Something For All of Us, 
is a genre-ambiguous effort in which Canning 
demonstrates his many musical tastes and influ- 
ences: indie-electronic-pop sounds on “All The 
Best Wooden Toys Come From Germany,” Sonic 
Youth inspired “Possible Grenade,” lo-fi acoustic 
sound on “Snowballs And Icicles,” post-punk gui- 
tar work on “Churches Under The Stairs,” funk- 
inspired groove on Canning’s everybody-to-the- 
dance floor-party track “Love Is New,” all while 
keeping that signature Broken Social Scene sound 
on “Something For All of Us” and “Hit the Wall.” 
While some artists fail attempting such a genre- 
diverse record, Brendan Canning leaves us, after 

I | songs, with a solid solo-debut effort, and an 
assurance that there’s more amazing music to 
come from the incredibly talented members 

of the Canadian indie-rock collective. 


Conor Oberst and 
The Mystic Valley 


Band - Conor Oberst 

This is billed as the first “solo” album by 
Conor Oberst in 13 years. Now, that seems a little 
silly. Technically, to me, Conor Oberst is Bright Eyes. 
Yeah, when he first started he did do a few cassettes 
under his own name (93’s Water, 94’s Here’s To Special 
Treatment, and 95’s The Soundtrack To My Movie) but, 
after that when he adopted the Bright Eyes moniker, 
it was still his solo stuff. Oberst has been the creative 
force behind Bright Eyes since Letting Off The Happi- 
ness. It wasn’t until a couple of years and albums ago 
that he decided to make Bright Eyes an official band. 
Regardless though, if you call this a Conor Oberst 
record or a quasi Bright Eyes record, one thing is 
for certain. It is really good. Recorded in Tepozt- 
lan, Morales, México in a mountain villa known as 
El Valle Mistico (Mystic Valley), for its super -natural 
encounters. Oberst, joined by a few friends (fellow 
Bright Eyes musician Nate Walcott, Rilo Kiley drum- 
mer Jason Boesel, bassist Macey Taylor, and fellow 
guitarists Taylor Hollingsworth and Nik Freitas) 
rented out the entire villa and transformed it into 
their makeshift studio for the time being. Recording 
many of the parts in the walkways and courtyards 
of the villa gave it a more relaxed, spontaneous, and 
less orchestrated feel than any recent Bright Eyes 
record. As with I’m Wide Awake It’s Morning (Bright 
Eyes’ folk-americana album) Oberst once again im- 
merses himself in the folk-country/americana genre 


in full. From “Cape Canaveral” with its laid-back 
guitars and instrumentation, “Get-Well-Card” with 
its Dylan-esque chorus to the barroom stomper 
“1 Don’t Want To Die (In a Hospital),” this album is 
truly another solid effort in the catalog of wunder- 
kind Conor Oberst. 


Death Cab For Cutie - Narrow 


Stairs 

Narrow Stairs marks the sixth proper studio album 
(and second major label release) by Death Cab For 
Cutie. For a band that’s been around for a decade 
making great music, it’s hard to imagine that people, 
unfortunately, just started to take notice in ‘03 with 
the success of Transatlanticism — a success, largely 
in part, thanks to numerous mentions by a charac- 
ter on a popular mediocre show about a county in 
Southern California. While the show was a bad thing, 
the attention it brought Death Cab from music fans 
and label people was well deserved and late com- 
ing. Jumping from Barsuk to Atlantic, Death Cab re- 
leased their first major label release Plans. Dealing 
with themes of solitude and heartache throughout, 
Plans is a melancholic record with indie-pop ballads 
such as “I Will Follow You Into The Dark,” and “Your 
Heart Is An Empty Room.” Narrow Stairs is a much 
more introspective record for Death Cab frontman 
Ben Gibbard (or whatever character he conjures up 
in his mind or lyrics) From the epic “I Will Posses 
Your Heart” with its four minute and some change 
instrumental, in which a stalker tells the object of 
his desire that she needs to spend some time with 
him. Or,“Grapevine Fires” with its hopeful lyrics, in 
which the protagonist is watching a grapevine burn- 
ing around him, but is content with simply being with 
his loved one, regardless of what is happening. While 
its lyrics are still somber, Narrow Stairs orchestration 
is much more cheerful than that of Plans. Simply put, 
Narrow Stairs is a welcomed progression in a career 
of a band that only gets better with age. 


The Notwist - 


The Devil, You + Me 

In 2002, The Notwist released Neon Golden, an 
amazing indie-electronic-pop album that was on 
the “best of” lists of many magazines and music 
critics. Unfortunately for the fans of the Notwist, 
it has taken six years for a follow-up album. The 
Devil, You + Me marks their return after a six year 
hiatus, and what a return it is. The opening track 
“Good Lies” has dreamy guitars a la My Bloody 
Valentine (without the feedback, of course), and 
with “Gloomy Planets,” with its wistful sound and 
lyrics, we’re asked, “Why is everything so locked 
up?” Elsewhere, the Notwist, with the catchy-indie- 
electronic-pop sound on “Boneless,” tell us of a 
town where a ‘boy was wrong in every cast. Or, on 
the final track “Gone, Gone, Gone” in which we're 
told, “We'll never let you go this far alone.” One 
can only hope they mean not leaving us another 
six years without another album. The Devil, You + 
Me is an amazing record and is surely going to be 


in a lot of people’s “best of” list. It’s going to be 
on mine, for sure. And, to think these two amaz- 
ing records came from a band that started off as a 
post-hardcore band. 


Tip: 

Check these people out on Myspace: 

These Orphaned Eyes - An amazing post-rock group from 

Los Angeles. Sounds like Explosions In The Sky mixed with My 
Bloody Valentine. 

Sideshow Production Freaks - This team of promoters/produc- 
ers are quickly becoming the best in Los Angeles for Rockabilly, 
Rock-n-Roll, and Burlesque shows/events. 

Also, check out these independent labels: Great Minds [formerly, 
Number 3 records] and Track Number Records for quality 
independent releases. 


of” BUTTERTOOTH"!.. 


BIPPP 
French synth wave 1979-85 


WELL HUNG 


20 funk rock eruptions from beneath communist 
Hungary Vol. | = Andy Votel 


RUBBLE BOX 
Collection Vol. # | 1-20 


BLITZING THE BALLROOM 


20 U.K. power Glam incendiaries 


YELLOW PILLS 


Prefill - A Power Pop Prescription! 


BLOW YOUR COOL 
20 prog/psych assaults from the U.K. & Europe 


MESSTHETICS DIY comps 


BRAZILIKA 

Subtropical Sunstroke PsychOut! Andy Votel in con- 
junction with FAR OUT RECORDINGS presents, 
non stop subtropical psychedelica from the vaults of 
Brasil’s SOM LIVRE and RGE 


MIX A FIX 


more blue eyed grooves, U.K. floor fillers Vol. 2 


BREAKING POINT 
20 hard edged Beat Diamonds. Compiled by Bevis 
Frond 


ERSEN 
Arabesque Funk Rock........°B-MUSIC”! FINDERS 
KEEPERS’ 


THE IN KRAUT 
Vol. # 1-2-3. Hip Shaking Grooves made in 
Germany 


LOVE, PEACE & POETRY 


African psychedelic rock music 


WELSH RARE BEAT vol. 2 


EASY TEMPO 


Lounge comps. A cinematic easy listening experience 


CHERRY RED RECORDS, PSYCHIC CIRCLE, 

SUNDAZED, B-MUSIC, SOULJAZZ, REV OLA, RPM RECORDS, 
AMPISOUL, NUMERO 004, RADIOACTIVE RECORDS, 
FINDERS KEEPERS, CASTLE MUSIC, MARINA RECORDS, 
STRUT RECORDS, SOUNDWAY, GET HIP RECORDS, 
AKARMA, BUDA MUSIQUE, ALULA RECORDS, HARMLESS, 
SILVA SCREEN RECORDS, AKARMA, COMET RECORDS 
SHADOKS, ROMULAN RECORDS, NORTO RECORDS, 

BIG BEAT RECORDS, BUZZOLA, GET HIP RECORDS, 
CRAZY WORLD RECORDINGS, SHA-BOOM RECORDS WAY 
BACK RECORDS, BEAT ROCKET RECORDS, BFD RECORDS, 
TOP SOUNDS, FINDERS KEEPERS, CRAZY APPLE BOUTIQ, 
DISTORTIONS WATERPIPE RECORDS, TENTH PLANET, 
SUBLIMINAL SOUNDS, B-MUSIC 





OLIVER 


minilogue - animals 
dub taylor - humatron 
quiet village - silent movie 


primal scream - beautiful future 


muting the noise - various artists 


Tip: 
www.absurdrecordings.com 


RACHAEL 


Apparently | like dance music.A lot. 


Estelle - Shine 

| believe Lauryn Hill could have made this album 
if she had continued recording music. Like Lauryn 
Hill, Londoner Estelle sings and raps and combines 
soul, doo wop, hip hop, pop and jazz. The songs are 
sassy, sweet, catchy, and fun. She has a lot of big name 
guests on the record (Kanye West, John Legend, 
Wyclef, Cee-Lo) but she doesn’t lose herself among 
those heavy-hitters. Kanye fan or not, the combi- 
nation of their American and British styles, voices, 
and perspectives makes their song “American Boy” 
infectious. 


Santogold - Santogold 

Lying somewhere between the Yeah Yeah Yeahs and 
M.I.A. comes Santogold. This is the debut album 
from Brooklyn-based singer/MC Santi White and it 
is eclectic and delicious! Working with producers 
like Mark Ronson, Diplo and FreQ Nasty, she draws 
upon dancehall, rock, new wave, hip hop, pop, and 
anything else that pleases her. There’s a lot of buzz 
surrounding her, but the album definitely stands up 
to the hype. Outstanding tracks are “L.E.S. Artistes,” 
“Shove It” (which is so catchy despite the chorus 
“we think you’re a joke/shine your hope where it 
don’t shine”), and “Creator” (which sounds most 
like M.I.A). 


Sam Sparro - Sam Sparro 

This is the debut album from Australian-born, Los 
Angeles resident Sam Sparro. He combines soul and 
electronica to create catchy dancefloor tracks. The 
album sounds pretty darn close to a Prince record, 
but that is A-OK in my book. The single “Black & 
Gold,” which was a hit in the UK, is definitely the 


standout track on the record. But the rest of the 
album features other soulful, funky, disco, synthy 
dance songs that are just plain FUN. Check out “21st 
Century Life,” “Sick,” and the particularly Prince-like 
song “Hot Mess.” 


Cut Copy - In Ghost Colours 

| cannot stop listening to this CD. | try to take it 
out of my stereo but | just keep putting it back in. 
This is Cut Copy’s second album of dancey, electro- 
new-wave songs and when | listen to it | want to 
move! It makes me want to dance or drive fast down 
the freeway on a warm summer night with the wind 
whipping through my hair...I’ll take either. My favor- 
ite songs are “Hearts on Fire,” “Out There on the 
Ice,” “Lights & Music,” and “Far Away,” but the entire 
album is solid. If you ever get a chance to see them 
live, please go! 


Martina Topley-Bird - The Blue 
God 


This is the second solo album from the woman best 
known as the vocalist for Tricky. Her voice is evoca- 
tive, chilling, beautiful, and powerful. | definitely pre- 
fer her songs when they are haunting and dark and 
when the lyrics are full of regret, heartache, and pain. 
She makes pain sound so sweet! My favorite songs 
on the album are closer to trip hop (like “Something 
To Say” and “Phoenix”) but she, with the help of pro- 
ducer Danger Mouse, also incorpates lounge, pop, 
hand claps, and other unexpected elements into the 
songs. 


My Favorite Singles of the Year 


(so far) 

Kula Shaker - “Out On the Highway” 
The Verve - “Love is Noise” 

Darker My Love - “Two Ways Out” 
Everest - “Into Your Soft Heart” 
MGMT - “Electric Feel” 

Simian Mobile Disco - “I Believe” 


Tip: 
Check out “What’s In My Bag” on amoeba.com 





RAFF 


Pre-Millennial 


Dexter - Season 2 
The most lovable serial killer. 


Dark City (Director’s Cut) (1998) 


Noirish sci-fi. 


Yo Gabba Gabba: 


Dance Dance Bunch 

Brobee, Plex, Muno, Toodee, Foofa and DJ Lance 
Rock teach us how to dance the sillies out. “There’s 
a party in my tummy. So YUMMY!” 


Vampyr - Criterion Collection 
(1932) - Directed by 
Carl Theodor Dreyer 


Danish director Carl Theodor Dreyer (Passion 
of Joan of Arc, Day of Wrath) creates a disquieting, 
mesmerizing and austere vampire story. 


Salo, or the 120 Days of Sodom 
(1975) - Directed by 


Pier Paolo Pasolini 

Pier Paolo Pasolini updates the Marquis de Sade as a 
Fascist opus of torture and sexual degradation. Vile 
and brilliant. 


Brand Upon the Brain! (2006) - 


Directed by Guy Maddin 

Guy Maddin (Saddest Music in the World) blends 
eerie gothic silent movie images & surreal comedy 
into a fictitious childhood memory of living under a 
lighthouse, a mad scientist & his puritanical mother. 


Three Films By Hiroshi Teshigahara 
(Pitfall / Woman In The Dunes / 
The Face Of Another) (1964) - 
Directed by Hiroshi Teshigahara 


The Face of Another. Disfigurement causes Okuyama 
to seek a face transplant but this new mask trans- 
forms him into a completely new person. Sureal, 
minimal cinematography shot through layers of glass 
and reflections to show the multiple personalities 
emerging from this tormented man and the society 
who has rejected him. 


Ladies And Gentlemen, 
The Fabulous Stains (1982) - 
Directed by Lou Adler 


Corrine Third Degree Burns (Diane Lane) enlists 
her cousin (Laura Dern) and sister (Marin Kanter) 
to launch a punk rock band.The Stains meteoric rise 
owes more to TV exposure than to talent. Finally an 
official release! 


REBECCA 


4 Months, 3 Weeks and 2 Days - 
Directed byCristian Mungiu 


Brilliant Romanian film centering around a back al- 
ley abortion during the Communist regime. Cristian 
Mungiu’s storytelling in both writing and directing 
makes the realism and simplicity of what he does 
into an art. 


In Bruges - Directed by Martin 
McDonagh 


Lovely little film that acts as tourist bureau for Bru- 
ges while being the saddest comedy of all time. Colin 
Farrell does well, proving he’s better off as an actor 
rather than a heartthrob. Un-PC in many ways, so 
be prepared. 


Control - Directed by 


Anton Corbijn 

A great film about the tragic life of Joy Division lead 
singer lan Curtis that neither deifies or vilifies its 
subject, with a visual style that elevates the whole 
thing to art. 


Dirty Jobs Collection 3 

Host Mike Rowe makes watching this show a real 
pleasure, as he makes fun of filthy, disgusting jobs, but 
treats the real doers of them with respect. Highlights 
include bridge painting and slime eels. 


UFC 82: Pride of a Champion 
Cements Anderson “Spider” Silva’s existence as 
mythological. If you’ve never watched MMA, give it 
a shot. You'll be surpised at how technical this sport 
really is. 


RICK FRYSTAK 


John McLaughlin - Floating Point 
Slashing tabla torrents battle the traps to fly John 
to a Hindi moon. Guitar-synth circumvolution resur- 
recting a thousand spirits of scorch, he’s again in fine 
form.An electronic Shakti shaken out of the stars. 


Organ Music - 

Composed by Herbert Howells 
Stephen Cleobury, Organ of 
Kings College 


Broad, lush, wandering of fluttering English melody 
and majesty. Above the toil of life, church organs do 
subdue the daily dissonance. Take two volumes of 
these and call me in the morning. 


Fantastic Marimba - 
Composed by Keiko Abe 
Keiko Abe, Marimba Solo 


The great one, doing her own compositions. Wood 
waves of wonder and mallet virtuosity tote me off to 
always-always land, so many crannies to investigate. 
Bravo! 


Orchestra Baobab - Made In 
Dakar 


These men are the eternal souls of groove and glad, 
dropping ancestral science in contemporary refine- 
ment. A smoking brew of thump and jump. 10/10. 


Jaime Torres - Electroplano 

Sounds like a Real World production from 1989... 
downtempo beats, keys and charming Charango 
bailiwick from the string maestro. He knows. An 
Argentine cocktail with herbed halo. 


African Scream Contest - 


Various Artists 

1970’s brassy psycho-sexo funk from Benin, strung 
out on fuzz wah-wah-tusi. Dig the crazy cutthroat 
shimmyshake pegging the meters. It takes a week to 
recover. 


Glen Campbell - Meet Glen 


Campbell 

It’s Glen f? *# ing Campbell. He’s 72. He’s made a 
new album. Sure, it’s a hybrid of hip production and 
the “now-sound,” and with that voice... still yearning 
and letting go. I’m buying. 


Egberto Gismonti Group - Mu- 


sica De Sobrevivencia 

Awe-inspiring emotions pour forth from my favor- 
ite Brazilian genius. Chamber sardonyx featuring 
the cello cardinal Jacques Morelenbaum, with grand 
guitars, piano, electro-melodo mood enhancement... 
southern hemisphere style. 


Rick Potts - Labyrinthitis 

The peak of Pott’s enchantment with other musics, 
dialog, and sonic rhythm patterns, woven together 
in his unique variant. Distinctive, hum-able, not-disco 
for the agog. He’s done it. 


Francesco Bearzatti/Bizart Trio 


- Virus 

Sonically magnificent organ trio unlike others on 
this journey. Airy saxo, keys and Aldo Romano on 
the skins say: yea. yep. yup. Swinging saturnalia. 


Valses - 

Composed by Frederic Chopin 
Alexandre Tharaud 

Beautiful Harmonia-Mundi recording of this breezy 


solo piano confetti. Melody, harmony, hope, heart- 
break, delirium. Communal and intimate. 


Dracula - 
Composed by Pierre Henry 


Pierre Henry 

Using Wagner samples and his gaggle of electronic 
processors, Pierre reinvents the Dracula narra- 
tive through scenic sound manipulation. Fascinating 
audio perception of the horrific chronicle, but 
what’re those marks on his neck? 


Tamba Trio - Miraculous 


Tamba Trio 

Voluptuous Brazilian piano trio of longstanding 
legacy delivers the miraculous. Harmony voices prod 
the tickling cymbal to bounteous Bossa-bliss. No 
contest. four LPs from the 1960’s on one cd. 


Issa Bagayogo - Mali Koura 

So | love this guy...Casios, Pro Tools and the whole 
kit and caboodle. N’goni-looped boozy voce inton- 
ing from Mali. Homespun allure continental. 


George Duke - Faces In Reflection 
Duke’s early climax with John Heard and Ndugu. True 
keyboard head-fusion, fiercely melodic and soulfully 
searing.A stunner in G’s early recording career, with 
killer new mastering. 


Beyond - 
Composed by Barry Schrader 


Barry Schrader 

Moody digitalis going out and out, coming in and 
in. Tetchy timbres computer-coaxed to accompany 
your imagination.Where are you? 


RONA 


“hurry little worry disappear” 


Los Angeles Electric 8 - 
Shostakovich, Mendelssohn, 
Braddock, Siegel, and Kohl 


This sounds hoity toity but it isn’t! For fans of gui- 
tar-based postrock...this is electric guitar chamber 


music. Eight classically trained musicians (yes, from 
Los Angeles) reimagine the traditional and also play 
new music by living composers using electric gui- 
tars and vacuum tube amps. Check out their stun- 
ning version of “Ill Tempered Lancaran” by Nathaniel 
Braddock where the guitars sound like gamelans. 
Close your eyes and sigh... 


Matmos - Supreme Balloon 

Matmos’ incredible ALL synthesizer album. No mi- 
crophones were used, no vocoders... just 100% 
synths of all sizes, eras and nationalities. Animated, 
psychedelic, buoyant and giddy! 


Black Books 

British comedy series about Bernard Black, an abra- 
sive, lazy, chain-smoking alcoholic who runs his own 
small independent bookstore, doesn’t really like 
people who buy books, and hates customers. From 
the producer who brought Spaced (another British 
comedy series) and also Shaun of the Dead. | have 
not laughed out this loud in years...praised be this 
series. 


Slagsmalklubben - 


Boss For Leader 

Swedish electro/synth pop that | found in summer 
‘08 — this is the best of Bit Pop for your ride home. 
Six Swedish electronic guys (currently living in Berlin) 
crafting sounds from joyful computers, popping pap- 
py candy and farting orchestral tetris rainbows. This 
is you eating pixie sticks and playing video games un- 
til 6am! You cannot help but smile with your whole 
body and bounce around the apartment when you 
listen. My favorite tracks are “Malmo Night Beach 
Party” and “The World Welcomes Fame” — see why 
their myspace page gets over 2,400 hits a day. Life is 
supposed to be fun! 


Gregor Samsa - Rest 

Brooklyn-based post-rock/modern-classical group 
wrote this gorgeous album through email and then 
recorded over a period of eight months in NYC. 
Piano, celesta, clarinet, vibraphone and sparse, gentle 
vocals. Fans of Sigur Ros and mum, you will adore 
this. Listen to “Jeroen Van Aken.” 


Tip: 
“Cupcake Cave” is a’comin: http://www.myspace.com/healam- 
onsterandtarsier 


ROXX 


kathy griffin - 
for your consideration 


ferron - boulder 


south park season II - directed 
by trey and matt 


rodriquez - cold fact 


dexter - season two 


RUBIN 


Die Meistersinger - 
Composed by Wagner 
Bailey Goodall 


A very personal choice. This is actually Die Meis- 
tersinger in English. The Mastersingers here in the 
legendary 1968 Sadler Wells performance conducted 
by Reginald Goodall with Norman Bailey as Hans 
Sachs. This is the first time this performance has 
been available commercially. It is a performance of 
great grandeur and the sense of a great occasion 
comes across. 


Fiesta - 
Dudamel - Simon Bolivar 


Orchestra of Venezuela 
The LA Philharmonic’s future conductor Gustavo 
Dudamel leads his Venezuelan youth orchestra in 





brilliant performances of Latin American favorites 
and rarities. Also included is a brilliant performance 
of Bernstein’s West Side Story Dances. 


La Boheme - 
Composed by Puccini 
Villazon/Netrebko 


There are many La Boheme’s, but there is always 
room for one of this quality, sung by the reigning 
stars of opera Anna Netrebko and Rolando Villan- 
zon, and brillianty conducted by Bertram de Billy. 


Daniel Variations - 
Composed by Reich 
LA Master Chorale, Gershon 


Steve Reich has written a deeply affecting tribute to 
reporter Daniel Pearl who was infamously executed 
in Pakistan in 2002. This is Reich’s finest work since 
Different Trains. 


Symphony # 9 
Composed by Mahler 
Sir Simon Rattle, 


Berlin Philharmonic 

Sir Simon Rattle has recorded his second Mahler #9 
live in Berlin. His first recording done ten years ago 
was very fine, but this performance is one of the 
great Mahler performances. Note particularly the 
remarkable quiet playing in the final Adagio. 


ANDORKAPPEN 


Not much to it... 
I live to die. 


NECRO - Death Rap 

| forgot to mention last time that on this album my 
favorite scumbag NECRO actually raps over a blast- 
beat. Yes a B-L-A-S-T-B-E-A-T. That’s A FIRST. I’m 
sorry if you don’t know what a blastbeat is. | can’t 
do everything for you. Go look it up on wikipedia. 
There you go... 


ASH POOL - World Turns On Its 
Hinge 

We all know that NYC’s PRURIENT is probably the 
most overrated noise act in the country (maybe the 
world...). That being said, | can NOT hate on this lil’ 
side project he has goin on. Deliciously dissonant 
yet purposefully precise, shrill avant-black-under- 
ground metal with voivodian post-metal tendencies. 
Nihilistic as fuck with lyrical themes of sexual 
perversion and domination. Quite a treat for musical 
masochists. 


MALVEILLANCE - Just Fuck Off 
Darkthrone buttraped by Discharge! Except far nois- 
ier and more pissed off. Uhum, I’m not kidding...D- 
beat black metal devastation.AND it’s a French Ca- 
nadian one-man band. AND the dude likes to wear 
pink briefs (as one of their CD’s back cover photo 
suggests). | think | have a man-crush...uhm, NOT. 
Also check out their recently released collection 
of early demo material L’appel Du Neant/Le Froid Du 
Nord (it’s even hasher!). 


LIGHTNING SWORDS OF 


DEATH / VALDUR - Split 
So-Cal TRUE Black Metal that will blow you away 
and tear you a new bunghole in the process. Like 
the idea of that? | thought so, you sick little bastard. 
Really though, both of these bands play really high 
level brutal, yet epic and complex BM. LIGHT- 
NING SWORDS OF DEATH is sludgy and evil 
with prominent bass work and doomy ele- 
ments, VALDUR is more triumphantly nor- 
dic winterblast (think of mid-era Immortal). 
This newly released split CD is the perfect 
introduction to these bands, as they have 
both improved vastly for this recording. 


SCORN - Stealth 
I’m stoked maestro Harris (former drummer 

of Napalm Death, no less) is back at it again in 
most recent years...SCORN is the originator of 
‘dub-hop’ and one of the precursors of the cur- 
rent dubstep trend. Don’t expect feelgood island 
vibes though...this stuff’s waaay darker, bleak and 

minimalistic. Yessir, no stupid sugarcoated 
sped-up reggae samples here...Sorry hippie, 
you LOSE. Other HIGHLY recommended 
SCORN releases if you like hypnotic 
instrumental hip hop beats that move 

about the pace of a stoned sloth: 

Greetings From Birmingham, Gyral, 
Logghi Barroghi and Zander. 


DYSTOPIA - 

Dystopia 

Their final album of apocalyptic doom-crusted hard- 
core anarchy. Imagine a way more pissed off, misan- 
thropic, sludgy and vicious NEUROSIS if they didn’t 
get so damn old and tired. Recorded in 2004-2005 
but was not released until early 2008. This album is 
packed with the bleakest samples ever, pretty damn 
depressing. These guys love humanity almost as 
much as | do...Most people who are into this kind 
of stuff probably already bought this one, but if not, 
don’t miss out. All previous DYSTOPIA releases are 
equally essential. One of the most righteuous bands 
to ever come of California, they are sorely missed 
by crusties worldwide... - Hey punk, go ahead chug 
some more of that cheap wine and think about 
thinking about getting a real job (at some point, | 
guess). 





















JOHN JOSEPH - Evolution Of A 


Cro-Magnon 

4 CD audiobook version of autobiographical book 
by John Bloodclot of CRO-MAGS infamy. Probably 
the most entertaining audiobook I’ve ever listened 
to! Our buddy Bloodclot is quite the streetwise 
storyteller, leading us trough his tumultuous life 
from early childhood to his days as lead singer for 
NYHC legends Cro-Mags AND beyond. Dude went 
through everything from abusive parents and foster 
families, juvenile detention, hustling and homeless- 
ness in the streets of Brooklyn, being AWOL, drug 
addiction, getting ratted out by his bandmates AND 
“obtaining” Krishna consciousness...Phew!!! 


An absolute must-read/hear for hardcore freaks, and 
recommended for just about anyone for pure 
entertainment value. 


“ REVOLVING PAINT 

~ DREAM - Flowers in the 

_. Sky: The Enigma of the 

. Revolving Paint Dream 
Co-worker Henry The Great intro- 
\ duced me to this totally awesome, mys- 
\ terious & inexplicably obscure 80’s British 
psychedelic noise pop band on Creation 
records. This stuff somehow instantly hit the spot 
with me. Fairly experimental, retro/60’s psychedelia 
with boy/girl vocals. Really catchy, melancholic and 
weird enough for me to merit many many listens. 
Total heroin-rock! This CD contains their entire 
recorded output. Oh, the guitarist went on to be in 
Primal Scream - a band that | can’t stand for shit... 


VINTERRIKET - Bergland- 
schaften 2001-2004 


Vinterriket is a German one-man dark am- 
bient/electronic synth drone project with 

very specific Black Metal aesthetics and 

atmospheres. The name means “The Win- 

ter Realm” in Swedish/Norwegian, the man 
behind the name is one Christoph Ziegler. This is an 
extraordinarily productive project, having released 
over thirty full-lengths and splits since 2000. | have 
only heard a fragment of his output, this particular 
‘Best Of? type collection being my favorite thus far. 
Imagine the music of Burzum played by a new age 
synth guru, or a grim, mournful version of Aphex 
Twin’s Selected Ambient Works Il... That’s right, Hail 
Satan. 


WRATH OF THE WEAK - 
Alogon 


Buffalo, NY’s one-man Uber-noisy shoegaze black 
metal act return with Alogon. A more focused 
streamlined follow up to the self-titled debut. The 
aural equivalent to being stuck in a blood-chilling 
snowstorm without an end. Must be listened to at 


deafening volumes for full effect to hear all the subtle 
details under the blanket of brain-numbing distor- 
tion. Check this AND the debut. 


CRISIS - Holocaust Hymns 

It’s baffling to realize how underrated / un-talked 
about / enigmatic this revolutionary British band is! 
Well, we're talking about late 70’s post punk.Working 
class leftist/communist post punk. Crisis’s sound and 
attitude can be easily described as a more focused, 
harder hitting and fiercer Clash (!). Contemporaries 
of Warsaw (who dat?) and Crass...Featuring future 
members of Death In June, Sol Invictus, Theatre Of 
Hate, and Carcrash International. Powerful, balls-out 
anthems for the proletariat, simple yet witty song 
structures, shouted out choruses, empassioned 
vocal delivery = fascist(?) commie riot music!!! One 
of the best rock bands EVER, hear me?!?! Holocaust 
Hymns is a single CD collection of most of their 
recorded material.A must-fucking-have, no less. 


PANTALEIMON - Mercy Oceans 
Transcendental & tragically beautiful atmospheric 
psych-folk melancholia from UK’s Andria Degens. 
| don’t think it’s possible not to like her music if 
you have a soul (...not to say that | have one). 
Stripped down, elegantly simple & unpre- 
tentious, yet possesses a powerful oth- 
erworldly ambience...You should also 
pick up DEATH IN JUNE’s Rule Of The 
Thirds, INGOWAN RING’s Hazel Steps 
Though A Weathered Home and BACK- 
WORLD’s Good Infection for comparable 
acoustic romanticism. We keep all of these in our 
GOTH section. Funny how that ‘works’. :) 


NUIT NOIRE - 
Infantile Espieglery 


Totally weird and captivating avant/emo black 
metal craziness from France with mostly clean 
but maniacal boy/girl vocals. This sounds like 
nothing else out there. So raw, simplistic, heart- 
felt (and nearly idiotic at times), it doesn’t fail to 
baffle and mesmerize for a moment. Gotta hunt 
this down (and/or any of their releases) if you’re 
a true musikal weirdo! 


Tip: | recommend open minded inner & outer world 
exploration. | also recommend riding your bicycle. 
http://www.u-8-c.com 


SCOTT FEEMSTER 


I’m still an amateur, but I’m working on 
going pro..... 


Nick Cave and The Bad Seeds - 
Dig, Lazarus, Dig! 






















| know, | know, | listed Nick Cave’s side project Grin- 
derman on my last Music We Like list, but what can 
| do when the man puts out another great record? 
What the hell is going on with him? He turns 50, and 
he’s got two bands going, he’s writing screenplays, 
composing music for soundtracks, supposedly work- 
ing on another novel, and the thing is — MOST OF 
IT IS GOOD. In fact, it’s some of the best things he’s 
done. His new album with the Bad Seeds showcases 
what a crack unit of musical paratroopers they are, 
and it seems their various side projects and diver- 
sions have lit a new-found fire under their butts and 
Cave’s wry, dark sense of humor is on full display 
in the lyrical content of the songs. These songs kick 
with a breezy, knife-wielding menace that bands half 
their age wish they had. Yikes. 


Atlas Sound - Let The Blind Lead 
Those Who Can See But Cannot 
Feel 


| discovered this right after | compiled my last list of 
Music We Like, and | resolved to include it on my next 
list because | couldn’t stop listening to it. This is a 
solo project by Bradford Cox of Deerhunter, and it 
doesn’t sound much like his main band, in fact, it 
sounds better. It’s weird, it’s beautiful, it’s ugly/ 
beautiful and it brings you in to a soundworld 
all its own. | seem to gravitate towards art- 
ists and bands that do their own thing, and 
Bradford is sailing towards Jupiter on his own 
asteroid, baby. | don’t want to describe it too 
much, | want you to listen to it and see what you 
think.Way cool, way recommended. 


Portishead - Third 
It would have been easy for these guys to return to 
the scene after more than ten years away adopting 
the same trip-hop and soundtrack elements of their 
90’s work, but they expanded on those influences 
to include elements of progressive rock, kraut-rock, 
psychedelia and 80’s John Carpenter soundtracks to 
mix into their sound. It most assuredly is THEIR 
sound, too, because | can’t think of too many oth- 
er bands from the trip-hop era that are A) still 
around, and B) could put out an album that is 
so unique and forward sounding while mining 
influences from the past.Another one | couldn’t 
pull off of my CD player for a while. 


Evangelista - 
Hello Voyager 


Carla Bozulich’s new band with main 

collaborator Tara Barnes is a continuation 
of the sound of her last album on Constellation, 
simply called Evangelista, and is mind-boggling good 
and scary and plumbs the emotional highs and lows 
that fans of Bozulich’s work have come to expect. 
Her beau Nels Cline and members of Godspeed 
You Black Emperor help to steer the boat, but this 
ship is all Carla, and it feels like she ripped out all her 
stuffing down to her toes to produce this gem. Not 


easy listening, but you know you've felt someone's 
unique vision standing on your heart after this one. 


Lotte Kestner - China Mountain 

| just stumbled onto this one (thanks, Brian), but | 
think I’m going to dig this for a while. Lotte Kestner 
is actually the solo project of Trespassers William 
vocalist Anna-Lynne Williams, and it’s another album 
that pulls you into it’s own soundworld. The songs 
are spare, usually just William’s voice and a little bit 
or guitar or keyboard, but it’s the subtle touches and 
the excellent songwriting that keep your attention. 
It’s sort of delicate in a way, but it’s like a snowflake 
that you know is going to melt, and you memorize 
the pattern it makes anyway. 


The Balustrade Ensemble - 


Capsules 

Another album that lives in its own world. The 
sound is like a cross-stitching of abstract electronica 
crossed with the parlor instruments of the Victorian 
era, all wheezing cellos and Mellotron rubbing up 
against glitchy rhythms and sounds flying in from all 
corners. Another one | couldn’t get out of the CD 
player for a while. 


Tip: 

Look inward, stay calm, gather your strength, look to music 
and all your other inspirations, go out there and have fun, and 
do the best you can. I’m tired of nihilism and | want this world 
and this time to be about making things better for all of us 
and those who come after. Here’s hoping you feel the same 
way, too. 


SCOTT HURST 


Tall, skinny, glasses, receding hairline, 
unshaven, destroyed clothes, shoes that 
used to be white. 


Five undervalued bands, why, and what you can do 
about it. 


The Kinks 

A ’60s beat group with as many good songs as 
the Beatles? You must be nuts! Not so. The Kinks 
are amazing. Their hits are brilliant and the songs 
you haven't heard are just as good if not better. 
“Waterloo Sunset” is probably the prettiest song 
ever written. “Something Else” is better than 
“Rubber Soul’”and “Village Green” is ahead of its time 


in a way that “Sgt. Pepper’s” could never imagine. 


Bo Diddley 

God rest his primitive soul. Without Bo so many 
things never would have happened that it boggles 
the mind to contemplate. Just look at a photo of 
him any time between the late fifties and early six- 


ties, the guy was one of 
the most ORIGINAL 
MePRRRRRRKS to walk 
this earth. He took the 
bravado of Jimmie Rod- 
gers and sent it to future 
rappers everywhere. 
What a tangled web we 
weave. Long live Bo! 


The Cramps 

YOU might not think the 
Cramps are under-valued 
but they sure as hell are. 
There are hundreds of 
bands more revered than 
the Cramps from the same 
era but very few measure up 
to the cutting edge futurism 
that they foresaw. They had 
good taste and they wrote 
a shitload of songs about it. 
They stole from everywhere, 
a pop art idea if there ever 
was one. It’s not psychobilly, 
it’s democracy. Everything is 
as important as everything 
else culturally and historically. 
Let’s Get Fucked UP! 


Devo 
Considered a one-hit wonder 
band by most (like Gary Nu- 
man), Devo were one of the 
greatest, most original, futuris- 
tic, ahead of their time bands to 
ever grace the earth. They were 
cynical, smart, perverse and 
strangely tender at times. They were proto-punk, 
proto synth, and totally devolved. They had a chris- 
tian-rock alter-ego that used to open for themselves 
called DOVE, | mean that’s forward fucking thinking. 
You get paid twice. Right? 


Slim Harpo 

An incredible blues guy. His songs create an atmo- 
sphere that you can get lost in. Listen to “Strange 
Love” and you’ll be in a dank New Orleans bar, 
drunk and spinning, staring out of the window and 
trying to figure out what exactly happened to you, 
what that woman did to you and whether you'll 
ever be the same again. The Stones covered him 
on their first record because THEY KNEW that 
he was the shit. His voice is a one of a kind and 
his swampy blues is as addictive as nicotine, heroin, 
television, or fast food. 


Tip: 

Look, | know these bands aren’t exactly obscure, but they should 
be LOVED by everybody. All of this stuff is easy to find, buy it 
and enjoy it. Do whatever you want because you can. 






SPENCER 


i caseswitch, therefore i am 


Abe Vigoda - Skeleton 

This is a great record. It’s smart, catchy and noisy. 
If | had to liken it to some other bands, | would say 
it kind of sounds like a punk combination of The 
Monochrome Set and Galaxie 500. Great melodies, 
cool lyrics and the guitars sound awesome. 


A Frames - Black Forest 

This record came out a couple of years ago, but 
should be a lot more popular than it is. The music 
is dark and heavy, but at the same time it’s catchy 
in an abrasive way. The lyrics are apocalyptic and 
clever: “No people No trucks No cars, No movies 
No TV stars, Humanity is erased, Black Forest left 
in its place.’ That should give you a sense of the 
message this band has. 


Jonathan Richman - 
Because Her Beauty Is Raw & Wild 


This is how | feel about Jonathan Richman: He can 
do no wrong and should collect checks from the 
government for living with so much vigor and cha- 
risma that his existence makes the world a better 
place. Here is a bit from his new record: “When we 
refuse to suffer, when refuse to feel, we suffer more, 
it’s like air conditioning when we should be out in 
the summertime.” ALSO, if you buy the vinyl you get 
a secret 7” with a third version (in my opinion it 
is the best version) of “When We Refuse To Suffer” 
and the B side is an unreleased song titled “You Can 
Have A Cellphone That’s OK But Not Me.” | Love 
Jonathan Richman. 


Rodriguez - Cold Fact (reissue) 
Rodriguez is a bad ass, he’s got attitude and a stiff wit. 
(1970 folk rock reissue) 


Nigeria Rock Special - 
Psychedellic Afro-Rock & Fuzz 


Funk - Various Artists 

If you are only going to buy one 70’s African psyche- 
delic compilation this year, this should be it. | know 
a couple of years ago that might have sounded like a 
joke, but now tons of labels are releasing comps of 
hard to find tunes from obscure artists. So | did my 
work sampling all the compilations | could and there 
were a lot of good ones, but this one stood out as 
the most solid the whole way through. On a side 
note, if | could choose a runner up in the African 
Comps/reiussues category, | would vote for the Hal- 
lelujah Chicken Run Band album off the Analog Af- 
rica label. It’s a happy and upbeat record, guaranteed 
to make you smile the whole way through. (Also, 
probably the best band name ever.) 


Tip: www.guacamole.muxtape.com 





THOMAS GERMAIN 


Dungeonologist 


Ratatat - LP3 
It’s available on CD, but if you buy the LP it comes 
with a code you can use to download MP3s of the 
album online. Sweet. 


The Sword - Gods Of The Earth 


Some great new guitar shredding. 


The Melvins - Nude With Boots 


The Eels - Useless Trinkets 


Ginny Arnell - Meet Ginny Arnell 
Weird, pre-British-Invasion "60s pop. Worth picking 
up just for the hidden track where she sings a great 
version of her song “Dumb Head” in Japanese. 


TIFFANY FRANCES 


4 Months, 3 Weeks and 2 Days - 
Directed by Cristian Mungiu 


M83 - Saturdays=Youth 
Portishead - Third 


Salo, or the 120 Days of Sodom - 
Directed by Pier Paolo Pasolini 


The Parson Redheads - 
Owl & Timber 


Darfur Now - Directed by 
Theodore Braun 


TREVOR 


Why? - Alopecia 

What can | say about the Why? album? Well... 
| haven’t listened to an album over and over again for 
many years and this was well needed. | think if you 
give it a chance, you'll like it too. 


Zodiac (Director’s Cut) - 


Directed by David Fincher 

Although this Director’s Cut DVD is extremely hard 
to get in regularly, if you ever get a chance to grab 
it, you should do yourself a favor and run straight to 
our check-out, go home, turn on DVD player, open 
tray, press play. This is hands down the best movie 
I’ve seen in years and that’s why I’m putting it in our 
book twice this year. The bonus features are so good 
that | became obsessed. | know who the Zodiac is. 


Guns N?’ Roses - Chinese Democ- 


rac 

This is the best album I’ve never heard. After listen- 
ing to this album you will feel better about yourself 
and the world you live in. Axl Rose can single hand- 
edly save “sex, drugs, and Rock N’ Roll.” Although 
he may do it faster with his “old” pals, | will still wait 
with great anticipation and appreciation for the best 
album I’ve never heard. 


p.s. “All | ever wanted was for you to know that 
| care.” 


Chaos Theory - Directed by Mar- 


cos Siega 

To be totally truthful | checked this movie out for 
just some simplistic popcorn fun. Little did | know 
how good this would turn out to be. | genuinely 
laughed out loud more than once, which for me is 
something easier said than done. It’s funny, it’s got 
heart and, in more ways than one, it is thought pro- 
voking - for a popcorn comedy, that is. 


TUNA 


Check out my zine,What’s the Jam? 
myspace.com/whatsthejam 


Picks of 08 so far: 


The Muslims - Muslims 08 

This ten track album is one of those albums that 
you’re bummed out when it’s over. Full of catchy riffs, 
Richard Hell meet the Stooges-ish, it’s overall an ef- 
fortless album. NeatNeatNeat. 


Die Today: 60s Garage USA - 


Various Artists 

A conglomerate of oldies garage rock. One of the 
best comps | have come across in a long time. You 
won't skip a track. 


King Khan & the Shrines - 


The Supreme Genius of... 

Holy schmoley. The energy this band has is electric, 
and it’s a perfect blend of old soul/garage/rock n 
roll. The stage show is ridiculous, goose- 

bumps worthy, and the album 

rules. Well done, King 
Khan. Well done, 
Shrines. 






Lykke Li - Youth Novels 

Lykke Li has got a knack for making perfect pop 
songs. Her quirky voice, plus odd meeps and beeps 
makes a danceable, yet mellow album. 


Tip: 

Record Label to keep an eye on: Barbarossa Records. Based out 
of Syracuse, NY, Barbarossa Records puts out 7” of the area’s 
best hardcore/punkrock acts. Daggers Rule-Gleaming the Cuse 
7” (fast, thrash, skatepunk inspired hardcore) Culture Shock-s/t 
7” (faster, thrashier, pissed, grindy, hardcore) Both 7” are regulars 
on my record player, and get me excited every time. Check em 


“VIOLA 


World buyer who helps build wells in 
Ethiopia (www.villagepace.org) 


Bajofondo - Mar Dulce 

A sweet sea of tango grooves with a little help of 
illustrious guests: Elvis Costello, Nelly Furtado, Mala 
Rodriguez, and more — by the maestro, Gustavo 
Santaolalla, who promised years ago to update the 
tango, the music of his homeland. Done! A sound- 
track for travel in time. 


Suarasama - Fatas di atas awan 
Exotic music from Sumatra, Indonesia by an ethno- 
musicologist husband and wife team who created a 
sound tapestry of various folk traditions that lets 
one guess which country one just landed in. 


War Dance - Directed by 


Sean Fine/Andrea Nix 

Moving, uplifting film about a little-known conflict 
in northern Uganda where a religious warlord has 
been abducting children for his army. The local tribe, 
the Acholi, traditionally farmers, are now forced to 
live in a camp which is protected by government sol- 
diers - a unique case of a group of people living as 
refugees in its own country. The beautifully filmed 
movie is about the horrible stories of three young- 
sters who find healing in music. 


Etenesh and Le Tigre 
[des platanes] - Zeraf! 


French jazz combo goes to Addis Ababa and per- 
forms with soulful Ethiopian singer - this recording 
actually works! If Aster Aweke is the Ethiopian Are- 
tha Franklin, Etenesh is the equivalent of Edith Piaf. 
Classic Ethiopian music updated — unlike anything 
expected. 


Rembetika: Songs of Love, 
Exile, Prison & Hash Dens - 
Various Artists 


Need | say more? It looks and sounds great - made 
from 78's... 


Oriental Classics - Various Artists 
All the great Arabic singers are here on one CD, 
starting with Oum Kalsoum. Classic stuff! 


Erkan Ogur - Gulun Kokusu Vardi 

Turkish improvised folk by the inventor of the 
fretless classical guitar —- must hear recording 
from a well-known musician in another corner of 
the world. 


Kayhan Kalhor - Silent City 

Kalhor, from Iran, plays the “kamancheh” in this 
unusual meeting of classical, modern, folk, and world 
music, together with the NYC string quartet Brook- 
lyn Rider. Music of the future! 


Nigeria 70: Lagos Jump - 

Various Artists 

If you don’t dance to that, you are dead! More 
hard-core than the first Nigeria 70 compilation on 
the same label! 


Give Me Love - Songs of the 


Brokenhearted - Various Artists 
Music from Baghdad, 1925-1929. Sounds just like the 
title, stark, sentimental, lraqi music with different cul- 
tural influences (Kurdish, Jewish, etc). 


Super Rail Band - Mansa 

2 CD set (2nd volume compilation) of Africa’s great- 
est hotel band, founded in 1970. Totally hypnotic 
music — Mory Kante trains on “Mansa.” Also some 
Afrobeat and Congolese inspired tracks. 


Balla et ses Balladins - Syliphone 


Years 

Yes, more old recordings from the 70’s: The most 
happening Guinean band - when Guinea/West Africa, 
was musically ahead of the other countries... This is 
extremely rare stuff, in a groovy malinke style, plus 
some jazz and Cuban influences. This was a state or- 
chestra that toured widely throughout Africa. 


Tip: 
www.mondomix.org = European world website 





WOODY 


I’m the screamer in receiving. 


rodriguez - cold fact 

It’s a real fact.You must add this re-issue to your mu- 
sic library. Long out-of-print (was only available on a 
crappy import), it’s finally here in new star-spangled 


packaging. Puts a lot of those folkies who N.M.E. 


worship to shame. 


Tip: 
Shameless Plug: Check out my Journey tribute 
band at www.myspace.com/infinityla 


S=—_=_ 


ZAC BOUVION 


New Guy /All Over 


Hatred / Demons - Split 12” 


Gruesome side effects of the Wolf Eyes epidemic. 


J. Spaceman / Sun City Girls - 


Mister Lonely Soundtrack 
Another great epitaph to the Sun City Girls, RIP - 
from Harmony Korine’s newest. 


Well Hung - 20 Funk-Rock 
Eruptions From Beneath 


Communist Hungary V. | 
It’s all about Locomotiv GT on this Votel comp. 


Raven - Back To Ohio Blues 1975 
Midwest Gutter Sludge. Private press for dudes into 
Acid Archives, Fraction, Yonkers, Holden... 


Nosferatu - S/T 1970 
Organ-centric ProgFusion from the prime Krautrock- 
era — too bad the vox are in English! 


Salo (Criterion) - Directed by Pier 


Paolo Pasolini 
Finally back on DVD and off eBay. Sick sick sick. 


Suicide - Live 1977-1978 


Smoking fly-on-the-wall document of rev and vega in 
an embryonic, yet extra virulent, form. 


Tip: 
— Arthur Magazine, we miss you already. Beachwood Sparks, 
welcome home. Vaselines @ SUB>POP20 = gorgeous. 


ILENE BARG 


Glen Campbell - Meet Glen 
Campbell 


At 72, Campbell puts his magical spin on covers from 
an array of pop and rock icons (Velvet Underground, 
U2, Foo Fighters, Green Day Jackson Browne, Beat- 
les). The result adds a fresh breath of air to these 
songs, making them sound timeless. 


Nomo - Ghost Attack 

Influences include Miles Davis, Brian Eno, Can and 
Konono No. I, but the end result is something alto- 
gether unique and invigorating. 


Build - self-titled 
By melding violin, cello, piano, bass and drums Build 
construct a new genre as its own. 


Sam Sparro - self-titled 
Blue-eyed soul with some electro, funk, disco and a 
lot of sass. Fans of Jamie Lidell should enjoy. 


Bill Frisell - History, Mystery 

30 tracks (on 2 CDs) from an assortment of sources 
featuring Frisell and a host of his longtime friends. 
Originally written for Mysterio Sympatico, a 70- 
minute multi-media dialogue between Frisell and 
Seattle artist/comic book author Jim Woodring that 
premiered in 2002 in Brooklyn. Essential Frisell. 


Good God! Soul Messages From 
Dimona - various artists 

One of the Numero Group’s best collections featur- 
ing an amalgam of soul, jazz , funk and gospel. Spiri- 
tual, fiery, hypnotic and downright funky! 








KAREN 


my heart still beats 


fred eaglesmith - tinderbox 

it’s okay if you’ve never heard of fred eaglesmith, he 
has stayed under the proverbial radar for almost 30 
years of singing and touring. a folk/country singer- 
songwriter with such depth and insight, it has kept 
him from general “pop” acceptance. shades of steve 
earle; reminiscent of tom waits in his quirky honesty. 
conjures up townes van zandt or john prine with his 
gritty songwriting and sense of humor. but ultimately, 
he is just himself, and always comes with a deeply 
musical record filled with stories and eerie truths. 
this record is steeped in a gothic church-salvation 
theme, it is his darkest and most hypnotizing record 
yet--filled with songs which stand on their own emo- 
tionally; but together they become a full experience. 
a modern parable springing from traditional gospel 
roots. brothers and sisters....gather ‘round and be- 
hold! 


sir victor uwaifo - guitar-boy 
superstar 1970-76 


nigerian cultural ambassador victor awaifo earned 
africa’s first gold disc in 1969, having pioneered a 
fusion of traditional african rhythms with rock and 
roll and dance music. the soundway label does it 
again--with amazing liner notes and photos as well. 
this compilation of tracks from his “ekassa” period 
in the first part of the 1970's, is fueled with energy 
and optimism. merging african rhythms, highlife, and 
rock and soul, he created a whole new style of high 
energy infectious music. just slap it on--you’ll feel 
the smile all through your body. and i dare you to 
stand still. 


jean grae - jeanius 

i LOVE THIS RECORD. with so much diluted wa- 
tered-down gruel out there, it is so refreshing to 
hear a beat with lyrics that grab you where it counts 
and bring you back to a time when it was about 


sayin’ somethin’. like bahamadia, jean grae has clever 
relevant rhymes, but her fiery, gritty delivery brings it 
back to mc lyte. BAM! right in your face. no bullshit. 
“if it ain’t timeless, it ain’t worth it” 


flying lotus - los angeles 

blip-bop-beep. muddy bass, dripping rhythms, drum 
loops. sitars, electric pianos, and beats all woven to- 
gether--sauteed and then chilled to perfection with a 
crackle and a pop. good stuff. 


the last shadow puppets - 


the age of the understatement 

just a great little pop record. not too “retro” or 
“arty”, but just enough. arctic monkeys guy and the 
rascals guy make for some modern-melding of ‘60's 
and ‘70's style production and sound. the harmonies 
pull you in but don’t drown you, while the music is 
tight. a wry upbeat slice of rock and roll. 


mark nauseef * kudsi erguner * 
marcus stockhausen * bill laswell 


=- no matter 

dreamy. eerie. creepy. mystical. strange. like a 
fog-drenched mississippi night. well, maybe a fog- 
drenched transylvanian night. strangely comforting. 
this is soothingly creepy music you can’t dance to. 
(well, unless you sway a lot. slowly). 


ellen allien - sool 

“sool is a planet far away, i want to live on....”, says el- 
len allien. what a weird little awesomely odd record! 
this is like an afternoon jamming with R2D2 and 
C-3PO sliding on some blissful beepy melodies and 
floating in outer space. cool. as cool as ice cream. 


lawrence english - kiri no oto 
an ambient record that isn’t boring. glacial layers of 
sonic ice. experimental soundscapes with challeng- 
ing rhythms make it worthwhile. this is a gorgeous 
record. it FEELS visual. (so close your eyes). 


la lupe - greatest hits 

normally, i don’t go for the greatest hits packages, 
but this FANIA re-issue is splendid (as most of them 
are). la lupe was havana’s hurricane which hit new 
york in the mid-sixties with her first big hit “water- 
melon man” with mongo santamaria. tito puente 
hired her to be the lead singer for his orchestra and 
she recorded several albums with him. way ahead of 
her time, la lupe projected an unfettered sexuality 
that alternately seduced and frightened american au- 
diences. she dug deep into her emotions to connect 
with the music and with her audience on a primal 
level. there’s been no one like her since. 


ice cube - raw footage 
i like ice cube. i dig the beats. not all over the place- 


--just the basics. as spare as they need to be. i dig 
the complete egotistical tongue-in-cheek way he 
mocks himself while mocking us. i dig him. and 
though not every track on this record works, most 
of it is just the beat and just the arrogant “fuck all 
yall” that i want from an ice cube record. wanna 
say sumthin’? 


karl hector & the malcouns - 


sahara swing 
crazy groovy funky percussive jazzy swingin.... rem- 
nants of fela. shadows of CAN. check it out! 


le trio joubran - randana 


the oud is one of my absolute favorite instruments. 


lyrical, soft, sensual, expressive. deep echoes come 
from its round belly. echoes from another time. one 
of the oldest stringed instruments, and one of the 
middle east’s most revered emotional ballasts. and 
what could be better than a trio of ouds? these 
three brothers play effortlessly together. beautiful. 


marc ribot’s ceramic dog - party 


intellectuals 

marc ribot’s fuzzed out quirky rock and roll/jazz ex- 
periment has been a mainstay of the art-rock scene 
for years. this is a fun (and funny) record that doesn’t 
take itself too seriously. great musicians. 


joan osborne - [little wild one 
joan seems to have gone right back to that place that 
made her voice an echo in everyone’s ear in 1995 
with “if god was one of us” but if you like joan 
osborne (which i do), this record harkens back 
to then. her beautiful and wide open voice 
singing simple, soulful, well-constructed 
melodies. 


kasey chambers & 
shane nicholson - rattlin’ 


bones 

this is a great record! the harmonies are 
just beautiful--like a hand and glove. like buddy 
and julie miller or victoria williams and marc 
olsen, where the voices have intertwined on 
a deeper life level and you can hear it in the 
music. there is a sweetness and a poignancy. 
the voices just....fit together. 


glen campbell - 


meet glen campbell 
after 40 years, glen campbell is introduc- 
ing himself to us again. his voice rings 
out clear and strong. and his versiono f 
jackson browne’s “these days” is 
perfect. the pro- 





















duction and the juxtaposition of the modern songs 
actually really works. some more than others, of 
course. check out “jesus”. 


give me love: songs of the 
brokenhearted — baghdad, 
1925-1929 - various artists 


i'm a sucker for historical re-issues and compila- 
tions. especially ones from eras and regions i know 
nothing of. anything from honest jons record label 
is always meticulously curated and presented with 
such loving care. the liner notes on this package (plus 
the “LP style” inner sleeve for the cd which has a vic- 
trola label) is worth the money all by itself. amazing 
photos from baghdad in the early ‘20’s, stories about 
the people. but the music inside is what brings it all 
home. sweet and genuine, you can almost crawl into 
another time and feel it with them. 


amazing and worthwhile re-issues: 


marie queenie lyons “soul fever” 
the vampisoul label resurrected this one. i first 
heard it on the big speakers in the store and the 
funky voice knocked me out. released in 1970, it 
is her only recording, she sang background to any 
number of R&B acts along the way: jackie wilson, the 
coasters, fats domino, and most importantly: james 
brown. JB’s influence is clearly heard throughout 
this gritty heart-wrenching southern soul. she’s got 
a way about her. 


Shades of Brown (S.O.B) 
the dusty groove label re-issues one of the 
rarest albums of the ‘70’s soul scene. original- 
ly released in 1970 on chess/cadet records and 
lost for years, this is the quintessential chicago soul 
collection of sweet and funky grooves. compared to 
the dells or temptations for pure soulful harmonies, 
you can hear shades of jackson 5 to come. the pre- 
cursor to so many funky seventies jams. 


reuben wilson (and the cost of 
living) - got to get your own 

another amazing re-issue from the dusty groove 
label. from 1975, blue note’s legendary organ player 
gets down and dirty with some of the best players 
for a soulful, funk-drenched album you shouldn’t 
pass by. this will butter your biscuit! 


the wire 
ok. the WIRE. i succumbed. iam weak. (it’s only the 
best show on tv EVER....sez will) 


james brown - i got the feelin’ 
DVD box set 


3 discs of live concert footage from the MAN. 


DAMN. 


on the new hip-hop tip: 


immortal technique - 
the 3rd world 


with dj lantern 


doap nixon - sour diesel 
philadelphia underground hip-hop....great record. 


OM: hip hop soul sessions 
mixed by j.boogie and dj deckstream. nice flow. tasty 
stuff. 


recommended folk/bluegrass and roots music gems: 


carrie rodriguez - it ain’t me 

sweet voiced violin player and troubadour. this is 
more produced than her previous record, but it 
works. 


charlie haden family and friends 
- rambling boy 


though this was co-produced by his old buddy pat 
metheny, this is a far cry from “missouri sky”. this 
is a collection of bluegrass standards and a beautiful 
instrumental by metheny and haden about hurricane 
katrina. sweet harmonies by his daughters make this 
record a family affair. 


blue moon rising - 


one lonely shadow 
amazing musicians. the next generation giving del 
mcCoury’s band a run for their money. 


edgar meyer & chris thile 
legendary collaborator and double-bass whiz teams 
with mandolin prodigy chris thile from nickel creek. 





NOTES: 
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IN-STORE FEATURES! 


Our video selection is unreel! Check out recent additions from HG 
Lewis, Tori Amos, Flipper, The Noisettes and Shelby Lynne. New stuff is 
added all the time! Watch for live streams, video updates and our ever- 

growing archive of interviews and live performances at Amoeba. 


AMOEBA PRESENTS 


.. ls our new sponsorship page that highlights the various tours, special 
events, performances and creative happenings in our communities that 
we proudly support. Visit amoeba.com/presents for more info. 


AMOEBAS FEATURED IN THE 
GUITAR HERO@® WORLD TOUR VIDEO GAME 


That’s right — now YOU can play music on the Amoeba stage! 
Amoeba is included in the latest installation of the Guitar Hero® game. 
Pick up the game, guitar or full band accessories at any of our three 
Amoeba stores and website. 


MORE MORE MORE 
IN THE STORE AND ON AMOEBA.COM! 


We’re constantly adding NEW events, contests, Amoeba exclusives, 
free MP3 downloads, ticket giveaways, blogs and more in the stores or 
on our website. Sign up for our newsletter and be the first to know. 


PEACE THREVEH MUSIC. 
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